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CM/Res.1272 (LII) 
 

RESOLUTION ON SOUTH AFRICA 
 
 
The Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity, meeting in its Fifty-
second Ordinary Session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 3 to 8 July 1990, 
 
Having considered the reports of the Secretary-General and the 54th Session of the 
Liberation Committee, as well as the briefings by ANC and PAC on the current 
developments inside South Africa, 
 
Cognizant of the fact that the limited policy measures announced by President F.W. De 
Klerk of the racist Pretoria Regime on 2 February 1990, was a direct result of internal and 
international pressure, especially the armed struggle, economic sanctions and political 
isolation, 
 
Noting with deep concern that the institutionalized political pillars of apartheid have not 
been abolished and are still intact, 
 
Gravely concerned over the growing brutal repression, continued incarceration of 
political prisoners and political trials of opponents of apartheid, 
 
Deeply concerned about the continued murderous activities of hit squads of the racist 
regime, internally and externally, against opponents of apartheid, 
 
Nothing further with grave concern the growing military cooperation between the racist 
Pretoria regime and come countries and regions such as Zionist Israel, Chile and Taiwan, 
 
Indignant at decisions by some countries to lift off relax sanctions and action forms of 
pressure against South Africa, 
 
Noting with satisfaction the growing determination of the oppressed and dispossessed 
People of South Africa to rid themselves of the scourge of apartheid and establish a 
democratic, non-racial and unitary state, 
 
Recalling the Harare Declaration on the Question of South Africa adopted by the OAU 
Ad-Hoc Committee of Heads of State and Government on Southern Africa in Harare, 
Zimbabwe on 21 August 1989, 
 
Further recalling the Declaration on apartheid and its Destructive Consequences in 
Southern Africa adopted by the United Nations General Assembly at its Sixteenth Special 
Session in December 1989: 
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1. CONDEMNS the continued incarceration of political leaders and activists, as 
well as the growing brutal repression perpetrated by the racist regime; 

 
2. STRONGLY CONDEMNS the massacre of the Chand family of the PAC in 

Botswana and the parcel bomb attack which seriously injured Michael 
Lapsley of the ANZ in Zimbabwe; 

 
3. NOTES WITH SATISFACTION efforts by the National Liberation 

Movements, internal and international progressive forces to intensify the 
struggle and mobilize support for the elimination of apartheid; 

 
4. COMMENDS the African National Congress for its state-manlike initiative in 

calling for talks with the Pretoria regime aimed at clearing obstacles to 
genuine negotiations; 

 
5. CALLS UPON opponents of apartheid in South Africa to form a broad united 

front and demonstrate unity of purpose and concerted action in order to thwart 
efforts by the racist regime to undermine the struggle for the ultimate 
elimination of apartheid and the establishment of a non-racial, democratic and 
unitary South Africa; 

 
6. FURTHER CALLS for increased assistance to the National Liberation 

Movement to facilitate their re-establishment in South Africa and to enhance 
their pursuit of the struggle; 

 
7. REITERATES Africa’s preference to end the apartheid system through 

genuine negotiations as provided for in the Harare Declaration and the United 
Nations Declaration on apartheid and its Destructive Consequences on 
Southern Africa; 

 
8. FURTHER REITERATES Africa’s determination, in the absence of a 

negotiated settlement, to continue to support the legitimate struggle of the 
oppressed People of South Africa, including the armed struggle; 

 
9. STONGLY URGES the international community to maintain and intensify 

sanctions and other forms of international pressure against the racist Pretoria 
regime in order to compel it to eradicate apartheid and AFFIRMS that any 
relaxation of pressure now is in violation of the Declaration on apartheid and 
its Destructive Consequences in Southern Africa of the 16th Special Session of 
the United Nations General Assembly; 
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10. STRONGLY CONDEMNS Hungary for establishing diplomatic relations 
with the Pretoria regime and CALLS UPON Hungary to urgently re-consider 
this decision; 

 
11. FURTHER CONDEMNS the migration of some Eastern Europeans to 

apartheid South Africa; 
 

12. STONDLY CONDEMNS the growing military and nuclear cooperation 
between the racist Pretoria regime and Zionist Israel, as well as that regime’s 
military cooperation with Chile and Taiwan and accordingly CALLS FOR the 
strict observance of the United Nations Arms Embargo against South Africa 
as demanded in Security Council Resolution 418 (1977); 

 
13. CALLS UPON THE OAU Member States to adopt a united and concerted 

position and continue with the complete isolation of the racist regime as well 
as the maintenance of sanctions and other forms of pressure until apartheid is 
eradicated.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CM/Res.1273 (LII) 
 

RESOLUTION ON FRONTLINE AND OTHER NEIGHBORING STATES 
 
 
The Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity, meeting in its Fifty-
second Ordinary Session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 3 – 8 July 1990, 
 
Having considered the reports of the Secretary-General and the Fifty-fourth Ordinary 
Session of the Liberation Committee on the Situation in the Frontline and other 
Neighboring States, 
 
Gravely concerned over the continuing volatile situation in Southern Africa engendered 
by the obnoxious system of apartheid, 
 
Fully aware of the huge sacrifices which the Frontline States continue to make in the 
course of the struggle for the total liberation of Africa, 
 
Noting with satisfaction the successful conclusion of the Namibian independence 
process: 
 

1. WELCOMES Namibia’s independence as a victory for Africa’s collective 
efforts and the struggle of the People of Namibia against colonialism and 
apartheid and CONGRATULATES His Excellency Dr. Sam Nujoma on his 
unanimous election as first President of the Republic of Namibia; 

 
2. COMMENDS the Frontline and other neighboring States for their support to 

Namibia until its accession to independence and their continued sacrifices and 
support to the People South Africa in their struggle against apartheid and 
colonialism; 

 
3. CODEMNS the United Nations for its central role in Namibia’s independence 

process and the international community for its firm commitment and support;  
 

4. CALLS UPON the United Nations and the international community at large to 
continue extending all-round assistance to the new nation of Namibia to 
enable it to consolidate the institutions of Government and ensure security and 
economic development in the country; 

 
5. REAFFIRMS that Walvis Bay and the islands off-mainland Namibia 

constitutes an integral part of the territory of Namibia whose southern borders 
extend into the Orange River; 
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6. COMDEMNS the racist Pretoria regime for its continued acts of aggression, 
intimidation, destabilization and blackmail against the Frontline and other 
neighboring States, and demands an immediate end to the Pretoria regime’s 
support to puppet groups in Angola and Mozambique; 

 
7. REITERATES its appeal to the international community to support efforts by 

the Government of Angola and Mozambique to bring about reconciliation and 
normalization of life in the two countries; 

 
8. FUTHER REITERATES its appeal to the international community to increase 

financial and material assistance to the Frontline and other neighboring States 
to enable them to withstand South Africa’s acts of aggression, intimidation, 
blackmail and destabilization. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CM/Res.1274 (LII) 
 

RESOLUTION ON THE ROOT-CAUSES OF THE AFRICAN REFUGEE 
PROBLEM 

 
 
The Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity, meeting in its Fifty-
second Ordinary Session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 3 to 8 July 1990, 
 
Having considered the Secretary-General’s report on the root-causes of the refugee 
problem in Africa and taking into consideration observations and remarks made by the 
various delegations during the debate, 
 
Gravely alarmed by the steadily deteriorating refugee situation in Africa, 
 
Noting that both apartheid policy in South Africa and the destabilization activities of the 
Pretoria regime in Southern Africa, as a whole, continue to be one of the main root-
causes of population displacement in the southern part of Africa, 
 
Noting further that human and peoples’ rights abuses, inter-state and intra-state conflicts 
coupled with other manifestations of intolerance in Africa, in general, are among the 
principal factors behind asylum-seeking, 
 
Recalling that acts of interference in the internal affairs of other Member States can also 
result in cases of refugee influxes and displacement of persons, 
 
Mindful of the fact that Africa’s situation of 5 million refugees and 12 million displaced 
persons is the worst in the world today, especially in the case of women, children, the 
aged and the disabled, 
 
Recognizing that the current gap between the assessed needs of refugees and the 
resources internationally available for refugee work in Africa is wide, 
 
Convinced that voluntary repatriation constitutes a durable solution to the problem of 
refugees in Africa, 
 
Convinced further that the elimination of the root-causes of the refugee problem would 
provide a comprehensive solution to this phenomenon: 
 

1. TAKES NOTE with appreciation of the Secretary-General’s report 
(Doc/CM/1605 (LII) Rev.1) on root-causes of the refugee problem in Africa, 
and ENDORSES the recommendations contained therein*; 
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2. REQUESTS the OAU Secretary-General in collaboration with the OAU 
Commission of Fifteen on Refugees, the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees and any other relevant institution, to promote at regional levels 
sensitization campaigns on the instances of refugees and displaced persons 
with a view to eliminating the root-causes of refugees; 

 
3. APPEALS to the international community to maintain pressure against South 

Africa until the apartheid system is totally and completely eradicated; 
 

4. CALLS UPON Member States to translate into action their collective and 
individual commitment to the defense and protection of Human and People’s 
Rights and to the peaceful settlement of internal and inter-state conflicts, and 
to continue respecting the principle of non-interference in the internal affairs 
of other states in accordance with the provisions of the Charter of the 
Organization of African Unity and that of the United Nations; 

 
5. COMMENDS Member States that have so far ratified the 1951 UN 

Convention on Refugees and its 1967 Protocol, the 1969 OAU Convention on 
Refugees, as well as the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights and 
APPEALS, once again, to those Member States that have not yet done so to 
consider ratifying these humanitarian international instruments, as soon as 
possible, and adhere to all their provisions; 

 
6. COMMENDS Member States which have established national commissions 

and bodies for coordinating all assistance to refugees and APPEALS to other 
Member States to establish such legal institutions with a view to further 
increasing the attention and assistance to refugees; 

 
7. CALLS UPON the international community to redouble its efforts in 

providing both material assistance and moral support to the OAU and its 
constituent Member States in promoting lasting solutions to the African 
refugee problem, especially tackling its root-causes and facilitating therefore 
voluntary repatriation. 

 
*Somalia entered reservation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CM/Res.1275 (LII) 
 

RESOLUTION ON THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF ANGOLA 
 
 
The Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity, meeting in its Fifty-
second Ordinary Session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 3 to 8 July 1990, 
 
Having considered the report of the OAU Secretary-General on the situation in Southern 
Africa, 
 
Having heard the statement on the Peace and National Reconciliation Process in Angola, 
made by the Head of the Angola Delegation, 
 
Guided by the principle of the OAU Charter and the common determination of all the 
Member States to contribute to the promotion of peace, freedom and socio-economic 
progress of the continent: 
 

1. COMMENDS the Government of the People’s Republic of Angola for its 
peace efforts and EXPRESSES SATISFACTION as new developments in the 
peace process with the establishment of direct contacts between the 
Government of Angola and UNITA; 

 
2. VEHEMENTLY CONDEMNS the continued interference in the internal 

affairs of the People’s Republic of Angola, particularly the supply of military 
equipment and other facilities by the United States of America and South 
Africa; 

 
3. CALLS ON the international community to bring pressure to bear on the 

Administration of North America and the Government of South Africa to 
cease all support to UNITA, so as to facilitate the on-going direct contacts 
aimed at creating the conditions conducive to the establishment of lasting 
peace in Angola; 

 
4. APPEALS to all African States and particularly the neighboring states of 

Angola to assist in promoting the conditions conducive to lasting peace in 
Angola. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CM/Res.1276 (LII) 
 

RESOLUTION ON THE SITUATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST 
 
 
The Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity, meeting in its Fifty-
second Ordinary Session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 3 to 8 July 1990, 
 
Having considered the report of the Secretary-General of the Organization of African 
Unity on the situation in the Middle East as contained in Document CM/1607 (LII), of 
the Council of Ministers, 
 
Guided by the principles and objectives of the Charters of the OAU and the United 
Nations, and the common determination of the African and Arab peoples, 
 
Bearing in mind the successive resolutions adopted previously by the Assembly of Heads 
of State and Government and the Council of Ministers of the OAU on the situation in the 
Middle East, 
 
Noting with deep concern that in spite of the many resolutions adopted by the United 
Nations General Assembly, the Security Council, and the Organization of African Unity 
urging Israel to withdraw from the Arab territories occupied since 1967, including 
Jerusalem, not only has Israel persistently refused to comply with these resolutions, but 
continues to pursue its occupation and expansionist policy, 
 
Reaffirming that the violation by Israel of the territories of its neighbors and of the other 
Arab countries, their airspace and territorial waters poses a threat to international peace 
and security, 
 
Noting with deep indignation that the complicity between the Zionist regime of Israel and 
the Apartheid regime of South Africa is aimed at perpetrating acts of terrorism and 
pursuing the repression of Palestinians and Arabs in the occupied territories, in the one 
hand, and the majority of the black population of South Africa in the other: 
 

1. REAFFRIMS all previous resolutions adopted by the Assembly of Heads of 
State and Government and the Council of Ministers of the OAU and 
EXPRESSES ITS FULL SUPPORT to the Arab countries, victims of Israeli 
aggression, and to the Palestinian people in their just struggle to recover their 
rights and their occupied territory; 

 
2. EMPHASIZES the identity of the struggle waged by the Arab and African 

peoples and the need for caution against the total collusion between the Tel-
Aviv Government and the racist regime of Pretoria, especially as regards 
nuclear armament and the serious threat to security and peace; 

 
 



CM/Res.1276 (LII) 
Page Two 
 

3. PAYS A GLOWING TRIBUTE to the Lebanese people for their heroic 
resistance to external aggression; APPEALS to the Lebanese people to effect 
a reconciliation so as to safeguard the independence and territorial integrity of 
Lebanon; DEMANDS the withdrawal of Karachi Forces from South Lebanon, 
in conformity with Security Council Resolution 425; CALLS FOR the 
implementation of the TAFT Agreement and ENCOURAGES all other peace 
initiations in Lebanon; 

 
4. CALLS FOR continued efforts for the restoration of a global and lasting peace 

between Iraq and Iran in conformity with Security Council Resolutions 55 
(1987) as a comprehensive peace plan; 

 
5. REAFFRIMS the Declaration CM/Res.22 (XLVVI) and ANG/Dec.2 (XXII) 

of the Council of Ministers and the Assembly of Heads of State and 
Government on the American aggression against the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, 
CONDEMNS the new American threats to use force against Libya,  

 
6. SUPPORTS the initiative of H.E. Mohamed Hosni Mubarak, President of the 

Arab Republic of Egypt and Current Chairman of the twenty-fifth Ordinary 
Session of Assembly of Heads of State and Government to made the Middle 
East a zone free of any weapon of mass destruction; 

 
7. SUPPORTS the efforts exerted to convene the International Conference for 

Peace in the Middle East, in pursuance of the relevant resolutions adopted by 
the UN General Assembly, with the participation, on an equal footing of the 
Permanent Members of the Security Council, and the parties concerned, 
including the PLO, the sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian 
People; 

 
8. DEMANDS withdrawal of Israel from the occupied Arab territories and 

CONSIDERS NULL and VOID any measures taken by Israel in the occupied 
territories aimed at changing their characteristics and over-exploiting their 
resources; 

 
9. REQUESTS all States, international organizations and investment institutions 

to refrain from providing Israel with any form of support in its practices on 
these territories and engaging in any cooperation relations with this country, 
likely to enable it to illegally exploit the resources of these territories and 
DEMANDS that Israel put an end to its acts of violation; 
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10. REQUESTS the OAU Secretary-General to follow up the evolution of the 
situation in the Middle East and report thereon to the next Session of the 
Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CM/Res.1277 (LII) 
 

RESOLUTION ON THE QUESTION OF PALESTINE 
 
 
The Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity, meeting in its Fifty-
second Ordinary Session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 3 to 8 July 1990, 
 
Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on the Question of Palestine as 
contained in Document CM/1584 (LI), 
 
Guided by the principles and objectives of the Charters of the OAU and the UN and the 
joint struggle against Zionism and racism for the attainment of freedom and peace, 
 
Recalling the resolutions adopted by the previous sessions of the Council of Ministers 
and those adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State and Government on the Question of 
Palestine, 
 
Further recalling all resolutions of the United Nations and the non-Aligned Movement on 
the Question of Palestine, 
 
Reaffirming the legitimacy of the struggle of the Palestinian people under the leadership 
of the PLO, their sole legitimate representative, in order to recover their territories and 
exercise their full national rights, 
 
Following with attention the Palestinian popular uprising INTEFADA, in the occupied 
territories in order to put an end to the Israeli occupation and attain the inalienable 
national rights for the Palestinian People, included, their right to return to their homeland, 
self-determination and make an establishment of their independent state with Jerusalem 
as its capital, 
 
Commencing the honorable stand taken by the African States, Members of the Security 
Council at its session held in Geneva, 
 
Noting with deep concern the acts of systematic state terrorism practiced by Israel against 
the Palestinian people and their leaders both in and outside the occupied territories,  
 
Noting further the alliance between the Zionist Regime of Israel and the racist regime in 
South Africa, both pursuing a terrorist policy aimed at the liquidation of the Palestinian 
people in the Palestinian occupied territories on the one hand, and the people of South 
Africa on the other: 
 

1. REAFFIRMS all the previous resolutions and recommendations adopted by 
various sessions of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government and the 
Council of Ministers of the OAU on the Question of Palestine; 
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2. HAILS the resistance of the Palestinian Arab people to Israeli occupation, the 
intensification of the Palestinian people’s uprising in the face of the brutal 
repression perpetrated by the Israeli authorities as well as the sacrifices made 
by the Palestinian people under the leadership of their sole legitimate 
representative, the PLO in order to recover their alienable rights to return to 
their homeland, to recover their property in Palestine, to self-determination 
without outside interference and the establishment of their independent and 
sovereign state with Jerusalem as capital; 

 
3. DEMANDS that Israel withdraw immediately and unconditionally all the 

occupied Palestinian territories and CALLS ON the UN to take all the 
necessary measures to put an end to the Israeli occupation of the Palestinian 
territories, and secure international protection for the people through the 
presence of international forces to facilitate the return to a global and just 
peace in the region; 

 
4. STRONGLY CONDEMNS the continued inhuman acts perpetrated by Israel 

against eh citizens of occupied Palestinian and Arab territories such as mass 
deportation and detention, slaughter of women and children, destruction of 
homes, confiscation of lands and property and the desecration of holy places.  
It exhorts international organizations to intervene in order to put an end to 
tense inhuman acts which constitute a flagrant violation of human rights in 
Palestine; 

 
5. EXPRESSES ITS TOTAL SUPPORT for the legitimate heroic popular 

uprising of the Palestinian people in the occupied Palestinian territories, and 
CALLS ON Member States to provide the PLO with all forms of assistance to 
enable it to intensify this popular uprising; 

 
6. SUPPORTS the efforts being made to convene an International Peace 

Conference on the Middle East, under the auspices of the UN with the 
participation on footing of the Permanent Members of the UN Security 
Council and all the persons concerned, including PLO;  

 
7. REAFFIRMS ITS SUPPORT for the Palestinian initiative for the 

establishment on a just and lasting peace in the Middle East. 
 

8. APPEALS to the United States of America to resume the dialogue with PLO, 
since this dialogue constitutes a vital factor in the peace process in the Middle 
East; 
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9. STRONGLY CONDEMNS the expansionist settlement policies pursued by 
Israel in occupied Palestine, including Jerusalem and especially the 
immigration and settlement of Soviet Jews in the occupied Arab territories; 

 
10. EXPORTS all States to refrain from granting credits of any other form of 

assistance to the Israeli Government likely to facilitate the settlement of 
migrants in Palestine and occupied Arab territories. It requests that these 
illegal settlements be stopped, existing settlements be dismantled and an 
international machinery be set up to monitor and expose Israeli activities in 
this area; 

 
11. URGES the Soviet Union and the USA, in view of their declared positions, 

and the international community to do everything possible to prevent the 
settlement of migrant Jews in the occupied Palestinian and Arab territories; 

 
12. CALLS FOR the convening of an Islam/Christian meeting including the 

Vatican oriental churches and others in order to protect and preserve the 
identity of the Holy city as well as its religious, historical and democratic 
aspects; 

 
13. CALLS ON the Secretary-General or the Organization of African Unity to 

follow up the developments of the Palestinian question and submit a report 
thereon to the forthcoming session of the OAU Council of Ministers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
CM/Res.1278 (LII) 
 

RESOLUTION ON THE REFUGEE SITUATION IN AFRICA 
 
 
The Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity, meeting in its Fifty-
second Ordinary Session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 3 to 8 July 1990, 
 
Having considered the Activity Report of the OAU Commission of Fifteen on Refugees 
(CM/1606 (LII)), 
 
Deeply concerned with the persistent problem of refugees in African and the alarming 
deterioration of the living conditions of the refugees, particularly the most vulnerable 
groups such as women, children, the disabled and the aged, 
 
Aware that the serious situation arising form Africa’s problem of refugees and displaced 
persons, currently estimated at 5 million and 12 million, respectively, places a heavy 
social and economic burden on the countries affected by the presence of these uprooted 
persons, 
 
Noting with grave concern the diminishing resources available to refugees in Africa, 
 
Expressing gratitude to the countries of asylum for the great sacrifice they are making in 
providing asylum for refugees in the spirit of African solidarity and traditional 
hospitality, 
 
Convinced that Africa, with her current socio-economic problems, cannot solve this 
distressing problem alone without the assistance of the international community, 
 
Recognizing that continued efforts of the UNHCR, governmental and non-governmental 
organizations together with other members of the international community, in giving 
assistance to African refugees: 
 

1. COMMENDS the OAU Commission of Fifteen on Refugees and TAKES 
NOTE with great concern of the useful report presented on the situation of 
refugees in Africa; 

 
2. CONGRATULATES all Member States of the OAU that have been extending 

assistance and granting asylum to refugees in Africa, together with those 
countries of origin that have made possible and facilitated the voluntary 
repatriation of their citizens living in exile, in close collaboration with 
international organizations especially UNHCR; 

 
 



 
CM/Res.1278 (LII) 
Page Two 
 
 

3. APPEALS to other Member States concerned to consider creating the 
necessary conducive political atmosphere in order to enable the voluntary 
repatriation of refugees to their countries of origin to take place; 

 
4. CALLS UPON UNHCR to continue to promote the voluntary repatriation of 

refugees in accordance with its universal mandate, principles and practices 
whenever conditions permit; 

 
5. CALLS FURTHER UPON Member States, the UNHCR and such other 

Organizations, national and international, as may be involved in refugee work 
in Africa, to give special attention to the plight of vulnerable categories of 
refugees, namely, women, children, the aged and the disabled; 

 
6. REQUESTS Member States concerned to consider holding whenever 

possible, meetings and exhibitions at national and regional levels for the 
purpose of focusing on all issues relating to the presence of refugees in the 
region, with a view to working out lasing solutions to the problems at hand; 

 
7. REQUESTS FURTHER the OAU Secretary-General, in collaboration with 

the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, the African Groups in Geneva and 
New York, and the OAU Commission of Fifteen on Refugees to explore, after 
evaluating the results of the first two international conferences, the possibility 
of convening a Third International Conference on Assistance to Refugees in 
Africa and report back to Council in its Fifty-fourth Ordinary Session; 

 
8. ACCEPTS, in principle, and with profound gratitude the kind offer of the 

Government of the Sudan to host, following consultations with the OAU 
Commission of Fifteen on Refugees, one of its sessions for the purpose of 
sensitizing the general public of the plight of refugees; 

 
9. EXPRESSES ITS HIGH APPRECIATION to the UNHCR for its contribution 

in alleviating the plight of African refugees and REQUESTS it to give 
adequate attention to the African region in drawing up and in implementing its 
programs of assistance; 

 
10. COMMENDS the International community, for the humanitarian assistance it 

has continued to render to refugees and displaced persons as well as to 
countries of asylum, and APPEALS to the donor community to increase its 
resources towards assisting refugees in Africa, to match the magnitude of the 
problem. 

 



 
CM/Res.1279 (LII) 
 

RESOLUTION ON ARREARS OF CONTRIBUTION 
 
 
The Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity, meeting in its Fifty-
second Ordinary Session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 3 to 8 July 1990, 
 
Considering the provisions of Article XXIII of the Charter, 
 
Considering the provisions of Articles 96 and 97 of the Financial Rules and Regulations, 
 
Having studied the serious situation engendered by Arrears of Contribution, 
 
Aware of the fact that this persistent situation is severely affecting the smooth 
functioning of the Organization, 
 
Considering the extreme gravity of the situation as reflected in the Report of the Sub-
Committee on Outstanding Contributions, (Doc.CM/1609 (LII) Rev.1), 
 
Reaffirming the obligation of all Member States to pay their contributions: 
 

1. APPEALS to all Member States with arrears of contribution to take all 
necessary and immediate action to honor their commitments to the 
Organization; 

 
2. ADOPTS the following measures to remedy the serious situation arising from 

accumulated arrears of contributions: 
 

(a) The Secretariat should, during the preparation of its budget, make 
objective, genuine and rational evaluation of the actual expenses of the 
Organization, so as to ensure that in future the budgets to be adopted 
take into consideration the financial ability of Member States and the 
real absorption capacity of the Organization; 

 
(b) In future, the regular budgets of the Organization should be kept 

within a ceiling growth rate of 10 per cent, in relation to the actual 
expenditure of the previous financial year, save in exceptional cases of 
expenditure relating to specific programs, which had not been taken 
into account when calculating the ceiling growth rate; 

 
(c) The expenditure of the 1989/1990 financial year will serve as a 

reference for the implementation of the above provisions; 
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(d) In addition to the application of Article 97 of the Financial Rules and 
Regulations which stipulates that “Any OAU Member State with an 
outstanding contribution of the Budget of the Organization in 
accordance with its obligations as enacted in the Charter, shall not 
participate in either the vote or OAU decisions if the amount of its 
arrears is equal to or in excess of the contribution due by such State 
for the two (2) complete financial years ended”, defaulting Member 
States shall be deprived of: 

 
- The right to speak at OAU meetings; 
- The right to present candidates for OAU posts (e.g. political 

appointees and other officials); 
- The right to present candidates for OAU decision making 

bodies (offices, commissions, committees, etc… ) 
 

(e) For the purpose of applying the above sanctions, a Credentials 
Committee whose terms of reference and mode of operation will be 
determined by the Council of Ministers, shall be set up; 

 
(f) The Advisory Committee on Administrative, Financial and Budgetary 

Matters will submit the Draft Rules of Procedure of the Credentials 
Committee to the Fifty-third Ordinary Session of the Council of 
Ministers; 

 
(g) The usual procedure of requesting Member States to honor their 

commitments by letters from the Secretariat and the OAU Current 
Chairman and by reminders from the Secretary-General in the course 
of his visits to Member States, will be maintained; 

 
(h) Member States concerned have five years to pay up their arrears of 

contribution as at 31 May 1990; 
 

(i) Member States concerned have one year as from the adoption of these 
measures by the Fifty-second Ordinary Session of the Council of 
Ministers to send their payment schedule to the Secretariat. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
CM/Res.1280 (LII) Rev.1 
 

RESOLUTION ON CIVIL AVIATION SECURITY 
 
 
The Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity, meeting in its Fifty-
second Ordinary Session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 3 to 8 July 1990, 
 
Having considered the Report of the Secretary-General on the activities of the OAU 
Specialized Agencies, Document CM/1591 (LII) Part IV, Chapter III, 
 
Recalling the Declaration of General Policy in the Field of Civil Aviation adopted in 
accordance with Resolution CM/Res.804 (XXXV), 
 
Recognizing that the technical progress made in the field of civil aviation has led to the 
attainment of a high level of security and standardization, 
 
Noting that international civil aviation is threatened by a new form of danger that was not 
envisaged during the drafting in 1944 of the Convention on International Civil Aviation, 
namely, act of violence against civil aviation safety, use of force, illegal seizure of 
aircraft and acts of sabotage, 
 
Convinced that the integrated nature of international air transport accounts for the 
dimension of the problem posed by the terminal acts of violence which, given their 
special characteristics, excess geographical or political limits, 
 
Concerned over the recent events, manifested in the increasing tendency for sabotage of 
civil aircrafts and which therefore requires that the international community accords the 
greatest attention to acts of unlawful interference in civil aviation, 
 
Noting with satisfaction the conclusions and the recommendations of the Special Session 
on the effectiveness of aviation security services in African airports, convened by the 
African Civil Aviation Commission (AFCAC) in cooperation with the African Airlines 
Association (AFRAA) in Nairobi, Kenya, in January 1990, 
 
Aware of the role being played by air transport in social and economic development of 
each Member State and in the promotion of Inter-African Trade for the achievement of 
collective self-reliance: 
 

1. DECIDES to endorse the Nairobi Declaration on Civil Aviation Safety which 
recommends measures to be taken and responsibilities to be assumed by 
African States, African Organizations involved as well as by the international 
community and International Organizations; 
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2. URGES Member States to take the appropriate measures to apply the 
guidelines contained in the Nairobi Declaration on Civil Aviation Security; 

 
 3.  CALLS ON the Secretary-General: 
 

(a) To assist as best as possible AFCAC in achieving its objectives of this 
Declaration; 

 
(b) To submit in cooperation with AFCAC, periodic reports on the 

implementation of this Declaration. 
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RESOLUTION ON THE MODALITIES FOR IMPLEMENTING THE 
OAU/AFCAC AGREEMENT 

 
 
The Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity, meeting in its Fifty-
second Ordinary Session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 3 to 8 July 1990, 
 
Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on the activities of the Specialized 
Agencies of the OAU, Document CM/1591 (LII), Part IV, Chapter III concerning the 
African Civil Aviation Commission, 
 
Recalling its Resolution CM/Res.439 (XXV), by which the OAU decided to grant 
AFCAC the status of Specialized Agency, 
 
Noting in this regard that an agreement between the Organization of African Unity and 
the African Civil Aviation Commission establishing AFCAC as an OAU Specialized 
Agency, was signed in Addis Ababa on 11 May 1978, 
 
Considering Resolution CM/Res.1001 (XLV) relating to extending the range of activities 
of OAU Specialized Agencies, 
 
Recognizing the specificity of the area of competence of AFCAC and the constraints on 
African air transport in a world environment that demands better coordination of civil 
aviation policies and strategies within AFCAC, 
 
Convinced that the provisions contained in the OAU/AFCAC Agreement on Budgetary 
and Financial Arrangements, aimed at the establishment of an autonomous AFCAC 
Secretariat at the end of the transitional period stipulated in the AFCAC constitution 
signed in Addis Ababa, on 17 January 1989, which would be jointly determined with the 
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), 
 
Considering that according to the proposals made by the 27th Session of the ICAO 
General Assembly, this interim phase covers the period January 1990 to December 1995, 
during which ICAO should transfer to AFCAC the responsibility of managing its own 
personnel and finances, 
 
Considering also that Article IX of the OAU/AFCAC Agreement outlines the modalities 
for effecting this transfer of authority,  
 
Conscious of the role of AFCAC in the process of integration of the African Air 
Transport system, 
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Noting with satisfaction the constant adaptation of AFCAC’s means of operation to 
technological developments and changes in air transport policies and strategies world 
wide, particularly in view of the establishment of a common internal air space within the 
European Community in 1993:  
 

1. URGES Member States: 
 

(a) To provide material and human support required for implementing 
AFCAC’s strategies and programs; 

 
(b) To ensure individually and collectively that the interim budgetary and 

financial arrangements stipulated in the OAU/AFCAC Agreement are 
implemented; 

 
2. REQUESTS the Secretary-General: 

 
(a) To submit to the Fifty-third Session of the Council appropriate 

proposals for the establishment of an autonomous AFCAC Secretariat, 
in keeping with Article IX of the OAU/AFCAC Agreement including 
the financial implication of these proposals for consideration in the 
Council. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
CM/Res.1282 (LII) Rev.1 
 

RESOLUTION ON THE COOPERATION BETWEEN THE ORGANIZATION 
OF AFRICAN UNITY AND THE UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATION 

 
 
The Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity, meeting in its Fifty-
second Ordinary Session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia from 3 to 8 July 1990, 
 
Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on the cooperation between the 
OAU and the UN, Doc. CM/1612 (LII), 
 
Reaffirming its will and determination to promote and strengthen international 
cooperation and solidarity, 
 
Aware of the need for the OAU and the UN to ensure the coordination and harmonization 
of their efforts in all fields to ensure complementary and strengthening of their action in 
Africa, 
 
Referring to the relevant resolutions adopted by the policy-making bodies of the two 
Organizations on cooperation between the Organization of African Unity and the United 
Nations Organization: 
 

1. TAKES NOTE of the Report of the Secretary-General and ENDORSES the 
conclusions and recommendations of the Fifth meeting between the OAU and 
the United Nations System, Doc. CM/1612 (LII), 

 
2. PAYS TRIBUTE to the United Nations Secretary-General for his continuous 

efforts to promote and strengthen cooperation between the OAU and the UN 
System, 

 
3. EXPRESSES ITS GRATITUDE to all Heads of UN Specialized Institutions, 

Organizations, Organs and Bodies for their effective participation and 
contribution to the success of the fifth meeting between the OAU and the UN 
System; 

 
4. EXPRESSES SATISFACTION to the initiative taken by the UN General 

Assembly to lend its support to the OAU in its efforts to promote the 
economic and social integration of Member States and CALLS UPON the UN 
Specialized Agencies to direct their respective programs towards the 
attainment, in a coordinated manner, of the objective of the establishment of 
an African Economic Community in conformity with the directives of the 
appropriate bodies of the OAU; 
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5. EXPRESSES SATISFACTION with the efforts made by the UN and OAU 
Secretariats to establish a standing consultative mechanism to monitor and 
follow up the implementation of cooperation programs between the OAU and 
the UN System and URGES them to strengthen this coordination mechanism; 

 
6. CALLS UPON the OAU Secretary-General to pursue the necessary 

consultations with the UN Secretary-General to update the Cooperation 
Agreement between the OAU and UN, signed in 1965; 

 
7. REQUESTS the African Group of the United Nations to continue to play an 

active role and to take the necessary actions to strengthen the working 
relations between the OAU and the United Nations; 

 
8. REQUESTS FURTHER the OAU Secretary-General to submit periodic 

reports on the cooperation between the OAU and the United Nations 
Organization. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
CM/Res.1283 (LII) 
 

RESOLUTION ON INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
 
The Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity, meeting in its Fifty-
second Ordinary Session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 3 to 8 July 1990, 
 
Recalling Resolution AEG/Res.180 (XXV) by which the Assembly of Heads of State and 
Government inter-alias solemnly proclaimed the period 1991 to 2000 as the Second 
Industrial Development Decade for Africa, and 20 November as the Africa 
Industrialization Day with effect from 1990, 
 
Recalling further Resolution 44/237 of the United Nations General Assembly and 
Resolution GC.3/10 of the Third General Conference of the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization (UNIDO) relating to the proclamation of a Second IDDA, 
 
Highly conscious of the pivotal role of industrialization in promoting African economic 
integration and development and of the need for all Member States and African 
Organization to accord high priority to accelerated industrialization through intra-African 
cooperation, 
 
Concerned about the impact of the economic crises which is still being felt in Africa, and 
the consequent slow pace of African economic recovery and rehabilitation, despite the 
effort deployed by African countries: 
 

1. TAKES NOTE of the report of the Secretary-General on the Third General 
Conference of UNIDO that was held in Vienna in November 1989 (Doc. 
CM/1613 (LII));  

 
2. ESPRESSES APPRECIATION to the UN General Assembly for proclaiming 

a Second Industrial Development Decade for Africa, and for providing 
financial support to ACA, for its preparatory activities; 

 
3. EXPRESSES APPRECIATION to UNIDO for its contribution to Africa’s 

industrialization effort, in particular for its increased technical assistance 
delivery and for allocating 8.6 million US Dollars to the program for the 
Industrial Development Decade for Africa; 

 
4. COMMENDS the measures taken by the Director General of UNIDO to 

strengthen the Coordinating Unit for the IDDA and URGES him to provide 
that Unit with increases, financial and human resources so as to enable it to 
contribute to the success of the Second IDDA; 
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5. URGES all African countries and inter-governmental organizations to 
formulate their programs for the Second IDDA in accordance with the 
timetable established for that purpose and to prepare activities, with the full 
involvement of the relevant sectors of the society, in commemoration of the 
Africa Industrialization Day starting from 20 November 1990;   

 
6. REQUESTS the Secretary-General, in cooperation with the Executive 

Secretary of ECA and Director General of UNIDO to assist African countries 
and organizations in the preparation of programs and activities for the Second 
IDDA, as well as in the commemoration of the Africa Industrialization Day, 
and to monitor closely its implementation; 

 
7. REQUESTS FURTHER the Secretary-General in cooperation with the 

Executive Secretary of ECA and Director Council of UNIDO to ensure that 
African preparation for the Fourth UNIDO General Conference starts on time, 
and to report on the implementation of this resolution at its Fifty-fourth 
Ordinary Session. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
CM/Res.1284 (LII) 
 

RESOLUTION ON THE SECOND ORDINARY SESSION OF AFRICAN 
MINISTERS OF MARITIME TRANSPORT 

 
 
The Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity, meeting in its Fifty-
second Ordinary Session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 3 to 8 July 1990, 
 
Having considered Document CM/1614 (LII) on the conclusions of the deliberations of 
the Second Session of the African Ministers of Maritime Transport, 
 
Recalling the ultimate goal of the Lagos Plan of Action and Final Act as well as Africa’s 
Priority Program for Economic Recovery, 
 
Recalling further its Resolutions CM/Res.1169 (XLVIII) on the Development of 
Maritime Transport in Africa and CM/Res.1227 (L) on the outcome of the First Special 
Session of the Conference of African Ministers of maritime Transport, 
 
Convinced that the development of maritime industry and economy in Africa is an 
essential factor to the overall socio-economic development of the continent, 
 
Recognizing that the United Nations Convention on a Code of Conduct for Liner 
Conferences has contributed considerably to promoting the development of the sub-sector 
of maritime transport in Africa, 
 
Reaffirming the importance that Africa attaches to the Code of Conduct for Liner 
Conferences and the Review Conference on the Convention on the Code, 
 
Considering that close economic relations between the countries of the European 
Economic Community (EEC) and the African countries should be based on equitable 
principles and practices enabling each group of partners to derive genuine benefit there 
from, 
 
Convinced that only cooperation among African economies including among others, the 
harmonization of maritime policies and legislation can safeguard the maritime interests of 
Africa in a world dominated by unfair and inequitable competition, 
 
Convinced further that the Conference of Ministers of Maritime Transport is the 
appropriate forum for the formulation and adoption of such continental maritime policies 
and legislations: 
 

1. ADOPTS the conclusions of the Second Session of the Conference of 
Ministers of Maritime Transport; 
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2. ENDORSES Resolutions MT/MIN/Res.5 (II), MT/MIN/Res.6 (II) and 
MT/MIN/Res.7 (II) adopted by the Conference; 

 
3. RECOMMENDS that the Assembly of Heads of State and Government adopt 

the draft amendments to the United Nations Convention on a Code of Conduct 
for Liner Conferences; 

 
4. EARNESTLY REQUESTS all Member States to apply all the resolutions of 

the first two sessions of the Conference of Ministers of Maritime Transport 
and take all appropriate measures to safeguard the continent’s collective 
maritime interests; 

 
5. APPEALS to Groups B, D, Asia, Latin America and China to take into 

consideration, the peculiar economic situation of the African continent in their 
relations with African countries; 

 
6. FURTHER APPEALS URGENTLY to the EEC countries to resume 

negotiations with their ACP partners, in particular, the African States, with a 
view to establishing a mechanism in the field of maritime transport that would 
ensure a more rapid and sustained development of maritime industry and 
economy in the ACP countries, particularly in Africa, by allowing them, inter-
alias, to increase their participation in the carriage of the cargo generated by 
their foreign trade; 

 
7. REQUESTS the Secretary-General of the OAU in cooperation with African 

regional maritime organizations and the concerned UN Organizations to 
undertake all the necessary studies with a view to assisting Member States in 
harmonizing their maritime policies and regulations; 

 
8. CALLS UPON the Secretary-General of the OAU to take into account, the 

interests of African land-locked countries in the studies to be carried out was 
well as in the negotiations and consultations to be conducted with all the 
concerned parties; 

 
9. REQUESTS the Secretary-General to submit a report to its Fifty-fourth 

Ordinary Session on the implementation of this resolution. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
CM/Res.1285 (LII) 
 

RESOLUTION ON THE REPORT OF THE UNITED NATIONS SECRETARY-
GENERAL’S EXPERT GROUP ON AFRICAN COMMODITY PROBLEMS 

 
 
The Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity, meeting in its Fifty-
second Ordinary Session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 3 to 8 July 1990, 
 
Recalling resolution AHG/177 (XXIV) of the Assembly of Heads of State and 
Government of the OAU adopted in May 1988, which requested the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations to establish a High-level Expert Group to examine the problem of 
African commodities, 
 
Bearing in mind that the General Assembly of the United Nations adopted resolution 
43/27 by which the Secretary-General of the UN constituted the Expert Group under the 
Chairmanship of Honorable Malcolm Fraser, former Prime Minister of Australia, 
 
Noting that the Group has completed its assignment and that its report will be 
subsequently forwarded to the Forty-fifth Session of the United Nations General 
Assembly for consideration, 
 
Having noted the said report entitled “African Commodity Problems - Towards a 
Solution”, 
 
Further noting the other relevant document made available by the Secretariat of the OAU: 
 

1. EXPRESSES WITH GRATITUDE to the Secretary-General of the UN, for 
creating up the Expert Group of African Commodity Problems as requested 
by the Assembly of Heads of State and Government and NOTES that the 
Group has completed its assignment; 

 
2. DIRECTS the Permanent Steering Committee with the participation of the 

Drafting Committee of the Whole, during its next meeting in August 1990, to 
carry out an in-depth assessment of the said report of the Expert’s Group on 
African Commodity Problems, and all other related documents to be made 
available by the OAU Secretariat, in order to formulate a comprehensive 
African Common Position on the Report; 

 
3. DECIDES that the expected African Common Position should constitute the 

stand to be adopted by the African Group during the Forty-fifth Session of the 
United Nations’ General Assembly when the Report, “African Commodity 
Problems – Towards a Solution” would be considered and during the Paris 
Conference on the Least Developed Countries to be convened in September 
1990 where commodities will also be discussed. 



  
CM/Res.1286 (LII) 
 

RESOLUTION ON THE AFRICAN CHARTER FOR POPULAR 
PARTICIPATION IN DEVELOPMENT AND TRANSFORMATION* 

 
 
The Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity, meeting in its Fifty-
second Ordinary Session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 3 to 8 July 1990, 
 
Recalling United Nations General Assembly Resolution S-13/2 on the United Nations 
Program of Action for Africa’s Economic Recovery and Development, 1986 – 1990 
(UN-PAAERD), 
 
Recalling also Resolution 664 (XXIV) of the Twenty-fourth Session of the Economic 
Commission for African and Fifteenth Meeting of the Conference of Ministers of the 
International Conference on Popular Participation in the Recovery and Development 
Process in Africa, 
 
Aware of the fact that people have a fundamental right to participate fully in the making 
of policy decisions that affect their lives at all levels, 
 
Noting with interest the decisions and recommendations arrived at by the International 
Conference on Popular Participation in the Recovery and Development Process in Africa, 
held from 12 to 16 February 1990 in Arusha, United Republic of Tanzania, and in 
particular resolution 2 of the same title whose operative paragraphs resolve inter-alias 
that the eleventh day of February each year should be proclaimed Popular Participation 
Day in Africa: 
 

1. EXPRESSES ITS APPRECIATION to the Government of the United 
Republic of Tanzania for generously hosting the Conference; 

 
2. ADOPTS the African Charter for Popular Participation in Development and 

Transformation (Arusha: 1990) as a statement of the strategy that should be 
incorporated in development policies adopted by African Governments with a 
view to promoting popular participation in development and by encouraging 
people and their organizations to undertake self-reliant development 
initiatives; 

 
3. RECOMMENDS that the Government of the United Republic of Tanzania 

should submit the present Charter to the Forty-fifth Regular Session of the 
General Assembly of the United Nations for its information and necessary 
action; 
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4. REQUESTS the Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity and 
the Executive Secretary of ECA to disseminate the contents of the Charter 
widely, and to set up a mechanism for implementing and monitoring the 
follow-up of activities contained in the Charter at sub-regional and regional 
levels and submit regular reports to the Council. 

 
*Ghana and Gabon entered reservations on this resolution. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
CM/Res.1287 (LII) 
 

RESOLUTION ON THE FINAL REVIEW AND EVALUATION OF THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS PROGRAM OF ACTION 

FOR AFRICAN ECONOMIC RECOVERY AND DEVELOPMENT, 1986 – 1990 
 
 
The Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity, meeting in its Fifty-
second Ordinary Session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 3 to 8 July 1990, 
 
Recalling resolution 43/22 of the United Nations General Assembly of 18 November 
1989, by which the Assembly, inter-alias, decided that the final review and evaluation of 
the implementation of the United Nations Program of Action for African Economic 
Recovery and Development 1986 – 1990 (UN-PAAERD) should be undertaken during its 
Forty-sixth Session to be held in 1991, 
 
Aware of the crucial importance of a careful evaluation of the implementation of UN-
PAAERD particularly by African Governments for which the program was designed to 
assist, and of the need for a coordinated African position in this regard, 
 
Stressing that the review and evaluation should identify the specific actions that have 
been taken by all Member States of the United Nations and all relevant international 
organizations, as well as measures and mechanisms for accelerated economic 
transformation in Africa, 
 
Expressing concern that the commitment of the international community to increase 
official development assistance to Africa, improve its quality and effectiveness, and its 
commitment to making every effort to support and supplement the African Development 
efforts have not been honored, 
 
Concerned by the continued deterioration in socio-economic conditions in Africa, a trend 
which is already manifesting itself at the beginning of the decade of the 1990’s: 
 

1. RECOMMENDS that the mechanism for the final review and evaluation of 
the implementation of UN-PAAERD should be under-taken within the 
framework of an Ad-Hoc Committee of the Whole of the UN General 
Assembly; 

 
2. REQUESTS the Secretary-General of OAU, the Executive Secretary of ECA 

and the President of ADB to prepare the necessary technical studies on the 
implementation of UN-PAAERD so as to facilitate the work of the Permanent 
Steering Committee in its evaluation of the implementation of UN-PAAERD; 
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3. CALLS ON the OAU Permanent Steering Committee to devote one of its 
Sessions during the first half of 1991 to the review and evaluation of the 
implementation of UN-PAAERD with a view to recommending a coordinated 
African position of the matter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
CM/Res.1288 (LII) 
 
RESOLUTION ON THE SECOND UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON THE 

LEAST DEVELOPED COUNTRIES  
PARIS, 3 – 14 SEPTEMBER 1990 

 
 
The Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity, meeting in its Fifty-
second Ordinary Session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 3 to 8 July 1990, 
 
Bearing in mind the relevant provisions of the Lagos Plan of Action, particularly Chapter 
X concerning the African Least Developed Countries (LDC’s), 
 
Recalling the Substantial New Program of Action (SNPA) adopted by the First UN 
Conference in Paris in 1981, as an international development strategy for the LDC’s 
during the 1980’s, 
 
Noting with satisfaction resolution A/Res./42/117 adopted by the 42nd Session of the UN 
General Assembly on the Second UN Conference on the Least Developed Countries, 
 
Recalling its resolution CM/Res.887 (XXXVII) and CM/Res.917 (XXXVIII) adopted at 
its 37th and 38th Ordinary Sessions respectively, 
 
Bearing in mind the Declaration adopted by the Ministers of the African LDC’s, at their 
9th Conference in April 1989, as well as the Statements, resolutions and recommendations 
adopted at their 10th Conference, held from 14 - 15 May 1990, in Tripoli, Libya, 
 
Noting with serious concern the increasing socio-economic deterioration in the African 
Least Developed Countries and the alarmingly growing number during the decade of the 
1980’s, 
 
Noting further the Proposed Draft Program of Action for the LDC’s in the 1990’s 
prepared by the Inter-Governmental Group on the LDC’s, 
 
Having considered the recommendations of the Permanent Steering Committee on the 
preparations for the Second UN Conference on the LDC’s to be held in Paris from 3 – 14 
September 1990 as contained in Doc. PSC (XX): 
 

1. TAKES NOTE of the recommendations of the Permanent Steering Committee 
on the preparations for the Second UN Conference on the LDC’s; 

 
2. ENDORSES the declarations, decisions and recommendations adopted by the 

9th and 10th Sessions of the Conference of Ministers of African LDC’s held in 
April 1989 and 1990 respectively; 
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3. STRESSES that the Second UN Conference on the LDC’s should, on the 
basis of global comprehensive review of the SNPA implementation during the 
1980’s, formulate and adopt a new development strategy for the LDC’s during 
the 1990’s, in accordance with priorities and long-term development 
objectives defined by the LDC’s themselves; 

 
4. URGES all aid donors, Member States of the United Nations and international 

organizations to make firm commitments during the Conference and to take 
necessary measures in order to launch immediately after the Conference, a 
new comprehensive Development Program for the LDC’s; 

 
5. REQUESTS all OAU Member States to take an active part in the preparation 

of the Conference and to ensure their attendance at high level; 
 

6. ENDORSES the recommendations of Ministers of the African LDC’s urging 
the Twenty-sixth Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the OAU to 
address the issue and for its current Chairman to make the required 
arrangements to address the Second UN Conference on the LDC’s; 

 
7. EXPRESSES ITS APPRECIATION to UNCTAD, UNDP and other UN 

Specialized Agencies for the assistance they have provided to the African 
Least Developed Countries in the review process of the SNPA 
implementation; 

 
8. REQUESTS the Secretary-General of the OAU, the Executive Secretary of 

ECA, the Secretary-General of UNCTAD and the Administrator of UNDP to 
continue to provide the necessary technical and financial assistance to African 
LDC’s, during and after the Second UN Conference of the LDS’s; 

 
9. REQUESTS FURTHER the Secretary-General of the OAU to submit to 

Council periodic progress report on the implementation of this resolution. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CM/Res.1289 (LII) 
 

RESOLUTION ON THE SPECIAL EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE FUND FOR 
DROUGHT AND FAMINE IN AFRICA 

 
 
The Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity, meeting in its Fifty-
second Ordinary Session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 3 to 8 July 1990, 
 
Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on the activities and operations of 
the Special Emergency Assistance Fund for Drought and Famine in Africa contained in 
Document CM/1615 (LII), 
 
Recalling the Statute establishing the Special Emergency Assistance Fund for Drought 
and Famine in Africa and its operational modalities, 
 
Further recalling resolutions CM/Res.1220 (L) and CM/Res.1256 (LI), 
 
Considering the recommendations of the Tenth Ordinary Session of the Policy 
Committee of the Fund held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 21 to 22 June 1990, 
 
Noting with concern the continued critical financial situation of the Fund: 
 

1. TAKES NOTE of the report of the Secretary-General; 
 

2. ENDORSES the decisions and recommendations of the Policy Committee of 
the Fund and THANKS the Members of the Committee and the Secretary-
General for their consistent efforts in ensuring the effective administration and 
management of the resources of the Fund; 

 
3. EXPRESSES GRAVE CONCERN over the continued critical financial 

situation of the Fund and LAUNCHES ONCE MORE an urgent appeal to 
Member States that have made pledges to honor their commitments and to all 
other Member States which have not yet done so, to make voluntary 
contributions to the Fund; 

 
4. APPROVES the activities being undertaken by the Committee and the 

Secretariat on the mobilization of resources, as well as the contacts initiated 
with potential donor countries and Non-Governmental Organizations and 
URGES all Member States to support this campaign for the mobilization of 
financial resources for the Fund; 

 
5. MANDATES the Secretary-General to finalize and sign the Trust Instrument 

between the OAU and the ADB concerning the administration and 
management of the financial resources of the Fund, upon its expiry on 19 July 
1990.  



CM/Res.1290 (LII) 
 

RESOLUTION ON AFRICAN DECADE FOR CHILD SURVIVAL, 
PROTECTION AND DEVELOPMENT 

 
 
The Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity, meeting in its Fifty-
second Ordinary Session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 3 to 8 July 1990, 
 
Noting with concern the impact on our children of the economic and social situation of 
the continent, 
 
Bearing in mind resolutions and declarations passed by the OAU on the African Decade 
for Child Survival, Protection and Development, on child immunization and child rights 
and welfare, 
 
Aware of the commitment by Member States to reverse the adverse trends on the 
situation of children, 
 
Convinced of the need to protect children who are the future heritage of the continent: 
 

1. RECOMMENDS that the Summit adopts the Draft Charter on the Rights and 
Welfare of the Child; 

 
2. FURTHER RECOMMENDS to declare 16 of June*, “Day of the African 

Child” to be commemorated every year in every Member State with a special 
program; 

 
3. URGES Member States that have not yet done so to take the necessary 

measures to accelerate the ratification processes of the United Nations 
Convention on the Right of the Child. 

 
4. INVITES Member States to strengthen or establish national commissions or 

appropriate mechanisms, at the highest governmental level, to promote, 
monitor and coordinate effective means so as to improve and ensure 
children’s welfare and rights and to report, on the said Children’s Day, 
progress made in children’s protection and development; 

 
5. URGES Member States to provide the necessary human, financial and 

technical resources to ensure the effective functioning of the above-structures; 
 

6. REAFFIRMS the commitment to achieve the objective of the universal 
immunization of children by the end of 1990, and APPEALS to Member 
States which have not yet attained this objective to make special effort to this 
end; 
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7. APPEALS to Member States to ensure that the universal immunization of 
children continues beyond 1990; 

 
8. RECOGNIZES that the Bamako Initiative and the Special Fund for Health in 

Africa, which has just been launched, are important factors of the strategy for 
revitalizing the systems of health of African countries, at the level of the 
community and the periphery; 

 
9. REQUESTS Member States to accelerate, with the assistance of UNICEF, 

WHO and other specialized agencies, the process to be set to monitor under 
the Bamako Initiative cornerstone of health program; 

 
10. FURTHER REQUESTS the OAU Secretary-General to mobilize from 

UNICEF, WHO and other international organizations such technical and other 
assistance required for the implementation of OAU resolutions and 
declarations; 

 
11. REQUESTS the OAU Secretary-General, in collaboration with WHO, to 

monitor the progress made by Member States in implementing such programs 
and to submit a progress report to the 1991 OAU Summit of Heads of State 
and Government. 

 
*16 of June, in memory of the up-rising and the massacre of the children of SOWETO by 
the Racist Regime of Pretoria. 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CM/Res.1291 (LII) 
 

RESOLUTION ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF CM/RES.1225 (L) ON THE 
AFRICAN CONVENTION ON THE CONTROL OF TRANS-BOUNDARY 

MOVEMENTS AND DISPOSAL OF HAZARDOUS WASTES IN AFRICA AND 
THE RESOLUTION CM/RES.1261 (LI) ON COOPERATION IN THE FIELD OF 

ENVIRONMENT 
 
 
The Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity, meeting in its Fifty-
second Ordinary Session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 3 to 8 July 1990, 
 
Recalling Resolution CM/1153 (XLVII) on Dumping of Nuclear and Industrial Wastes in 
Africa, and CM/Res.1199 (XLIX) on the Global Convention for the Control of Trans-
boundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes, 
 
Bearing in mind Resolution CM/Res.1261 (LI) relating to cooperation in the field of 
Environment especially as regards ways and means of ensuring Africa’s effective 
participation in the activities of the Preparatory Committee on the 1992 Brazil 
Conference, 
 
Noting that these resolutions addressed the grave concerns of Member States of the OAU 
over the dumping of hazardous wastes including radioactive wastes in Africa, as well as 
the shortcomings of the Basel Convention with respect to adequately preventing such 
dumping in Africa, 
 
Recognizing that CM/Res.1225 (L) called for the establishment of a Working Group 
composed of legal and technical environment experts to draw up a Draft African 
Convention, the chief aims of which include the effective prohibition of the import of 
hazardous, including radioactive wastes into Africa, as well as to lay the foundation for 
addressing hazardous wastes produced in Africa to ensure an effective protection to 
Africa’s land and territorial waters, 
 
Having considered the report of the Secretary-General of the OAU on the implementation 
of CM/Res.1225 (L) on the Control of Trans-boundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes 
and their Disposal in Africa, and taking note of the results of the Second Meeting of the 
Working Group drafting the African Convention which convened in May 1990 pursuant 
to CM/Res.1260 (L): 
 

1. COMMENDS the Secretary-General for efforts so far exerted in the 
implementation of CM/Res.1225 (L); 
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2. EXPRESSES ITS GRATITUDE AND APPRECIATION for the cooperation 
of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), the United 
Nations Environment Program (UNEP), Asian African Legal Consultative 
Committee (AALCC) and Greenpeace International in the implementation of 
CM/Res.1225 (L); 

 
3. ENDORSES the work done so far by the Working Group of Legal and 

Environmental Experts and CALLS ON Member States to communicate to the 
OAU General Secretariat, their observations on the Draft Convention on the 
Control of Trans-boundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their 
Disposal in Africa for prior consideration by the meeting of Committee of 
Inter-Governmental Experts that its to precede the Pan-African Conference on 
the Environment and Sustainable Development scheduled to be held in 
Bamako in December 1990; 

 
4. CALLS UPON the Secretary-General and the Member States of the OAU, to 

maintain the momentum and efforts for the adoption of the Draft African 
Convention, as well as all other acts aimed at achieving these objectives at the 
Pan-African Coordination Conference on Environment and Sustainable 
Development in Bamako, in December 1990; 

 
5. REQUESTS the Secretary-General, and Member States of the OAU, to 

promote these objectives at the global level, by inter-alias, advocating them in 
international convention meetings and during the Preparatory Committee 
(PrepCom) meeting for the United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development (UNCAD) to be held in 1992 in Brazil; 

 
6. INVITES ALL OAU Member States to participate adequately in the First 

Meeting of the Preparatory Committee of the United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development scheduled for Nairobi, Kenya, from 6 to 31 
August 1990, as well as all other activities relating to the preparation of the 
Conference; 

 
7. REQUESTS the Secretary-General of the OAU to submit a report on the 

implementation of this resolution to the Fifty-third Ordinary Session of the 
Council of Ministers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CM/Res.1292 (LII) 
 

RESOLUTION ON PEACE FOR CHILDREN: 
REDUCING THE EFFECTS OF ARMED CONFLICTS ON CHILDREN AND 

WOMEN IN AFRICA 
 
 
The Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity, meeting in its Fifty-
second Ordinary Session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 3 to 8 July 1990, 
 
Recognizing the continuing efforts of OAU Member States to eliminate armed conflicts, 
 
Noting with concern that as a result of these continuing conflicts, African children and 
women continue to suffer and die in disturbingly large numbers from causes directly or 
indirectly related to such conflicts, 
 
Considering the effects of the widespread externally-supported destabilization of 
countries continued practices of forced removal of peoples, and the consequences of 
apartheid and Bantustan policies for child survival, health and well-being within the 
region, 
 
Concerned about the use of children for military purposes wherever this may occur, 
 
Aware of the fact that children and women make up more that 80% of the victims of 
these armed conflicts throughout the African continent, 
 
Reaffirming the moral and legal obligations of African governments to put an end to the 
current suffering and deaths among children and women due to armed conflicts affecting 
their respective countries, 
 
Reiterating the determination of African governments to take effective and timely steps, 
to protect the lives and promote the physical and psychological rehabilitation of children 
and other vulnerable groups affected by such conflict: 
 

1. CONDEMNS the destabilization acts of the countries of the Southern region, 
the inhuman practices exercised on peoples as well as the consequences of the 
apartheid and Bantustan policies for the survival, protection and well-being of 
children in the region; 

 
2. DENOUNCES the use of children for military purposes, wherever such 

practices occur; 
 

3. INVITES every State to provide children and vulnerable groups, living on a 
territory, with all other possible and timely protection and assistance in 
conflict areas; 
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4. CALLS UPON all parties involved in conflicts in Africa to negotiate and 
secure Areas and Corridors of peace wherever, and as long as necessary, to 
allow unhindered access of relief and rehabilitation workers to civilian 
populations affected by conflicts, in particular children and women, and to 
neutrally effect the provision of relief and humanitarian supplies and services 
needed to protect life, alleviate sufferings and promote rehabilitation; 

 
5. REQUESTS the international community to prevail upon the Government of 

South Africa to put an end to all support extended from its territory to forces 
destabilizing other countries in the region, and stop forthwith the forcible 
removal of populations and destruction of dwellings within its borders, in 
order to reduce the sufferings and homelessness of children and women; 

 
6. CALLS UPON the OAU Secretary-General to: 

 
(a) Monitor progress in alleviating the sufferings of children and women 

through initiatives in favor of Areas and Corridors of peace and other 
related measures; 

 
(b) Seek to mobilize support for child victims of conflict from African and 

the international community; 
 

(c) Promote and undertake effective and timely measures to assist such 
children; and 

 
(d) Report on progress in these domains to the 1991 Summit. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CM/Res.1293 (LII) 
 
RESOLUTION ON GRANTING OAU OBSERVER STATUS TO THE AFRICAN 
NETWORK FOR THE PREVENTION AND PROTECTION AGAINST CHILD 

ABUSE AND NEGLECT (ANPPACAN) 
 
 
The Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity, meeting in its Fifty-
second Ordinary Session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 3 to 8 July 1990, 
 
Having considered Document CM/1626 (LII) relating to the application for Observer 
Status submitted by the Africa Network for the Prevention and Protection Against Child 
Abuse and Neglect (ANPPACAN), 
 
Considering the need to protect the African child against all sorts of violence, neglect and 
abuse, 
 
Convinced that, in this regard, it is in the interest of governments to cooperate with non-
governmental organizations dealing with childhood problems, 
 
Considering that in this field ANPPACAN has the necessary experience and that it is 
ready to make Member States benefit from its experience, 
 
Noting that the application submitted by ANPPACAN meets the criteria for granting 
OAU Observer Status as adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State and Government: 
 

1. NOTES WITH SATISFACTION the report of the Secretary-General on the 
application of OAU Observer Status submitted by the African Network for the 
Prevention and Protection Against Child Abuse and Neglect (ANPPACAN), 
Document CM/1626 (LII); 

 
2. DECIDES to grant OAU Observer Status Category “C” to the African 

Network for Prevention and Protection Against Child Abuse and Neglect 
(ANPPACAN). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CM/Res.1294 (LII) 
 

RESOLUTION ON THE WORLD CONFERENCE ON EDUCATION FOR ALL 
 
 
The Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity, meeting in its Fifty-
second Ordinary Session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 3 to 8 July 1990, 
 
Having considered the Report of the Secretary-General on the World Conference on 
Education for All, held in Jomtien, Thailand, from 5 to 9 March 1990, 
 
Recalling the objective enshrined in the Lagos Plan of Action Particularly the role of 
Education and its impact on the economic and social development of Member States, 
 
Aware further of the fact that the eradication of illiteracy is necessary for ensuring the 
exercise of the right to education, enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights and the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights: 
 

1. TAKES NOTE of the report of the Secretary-General and ENDORSES the 
World Declaration on Education for All and the Framework of Action to meet 
the basic educational needs, forming part of the said Report; 

 
2. EXPRESSES ITS GRATITUDE to the initiators of the Conference namely, 

the Director General of UNESCO, UNICEF, UNCP and of the World Bank, 
who have drawn the attention of the international community to the 
importance of the prepared a framework of action through education of 
children, youths and adults; 

 
3. EXPRESSES WITH SATISFACTION with the report of the General 

Secretariat of the OAU, the African Regional; 
 

4. REQUESTS Member States to proceed to assess their needs of national, sub-
regional and regional levels so as to determine the corresponding necessary 
financial resources; 

 
5. REQUESTS the Secretary-General of the OAU to pursue his contacts with the 

donors and coordinate the African positions for the follow-up actions of the 
World Conference; 

 
6. FURTHER REQUESTS the Secretary-General of the OAU to submit a report 

on the follow-up of the World Conference on Education for All to the next 
Session of the Council of Ministers. 

 
 
 
 



 
CM/Res.1295 (LII) 
 

RESOLUTION ON THE INTERNATIONAL LITERACY YEAR 
 
 
The Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity, meeting in its Fifty-
second Ordinary Session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 3 to 8 July 1990, 
 
Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on Africa and the International 
Literacy Year (Doc. CM/1616 (LII)), 
 
Recalling its resolution CM/Res.1237 (L) on Africa and the International Literacy Year, 
 
Considering that the development of Adult Education is one of the fundamental aspects 
of the promotion of the right to education and democratization of education, as well as 
the effective introduction of continuing education for all, 
 
Aware of the scourge that illiteracy represents for Africa: 
 

1. TAKES NOTES of the report of the Secretary-General on the International 
Literacy Year; 

 
2. APPEALS to Member States to take steps to prepare the programs and 

activities for the International Literacy Year within the context of the Plan of 
Action to eradicate illiteracy by the year 2000; 

 
3. DECIDES to undertake at national, regional and international levels the 

following actions, within the framework of the Program of Action for the 
International Literacy Year: 

 
(a) Encourages research and evaluation in the field of literacy, 

 
(b) Sensitize the public through the media by stimulating discussions on 

literacy, 
 

(c) Participate actively in the “Book Voyage” which is a unique 
opportunity for the learners and advocates to show the magnitude and 
diversity of the literacy movements. 

 
4. REQUESTS the General Secretariat to submit a report on the activities of the 

International Literacy Year to the next Session of the Council of Ministers. 
 
 
 
 



CM/Res.1296 (LII) 
 

RESOULTION ON THE ORGANIZATION OF THE AFRICAN CULTURAL 
SPACE 

 
 
The Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity, meeting in its Fifty-
second Ordinary Session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 3 to 8 July 1990, 
 
Recalling its Resolution CM/Res.1074 (XLIV) on the establishment of the Conference of 
African Ministers of Culture and the Proclamation of the World Cultural Development 
Decade (1988 – 1997), 
 
Reaffirming Declaration AHG/DECL.2 (XXV) adopted by the Twenty-first Ordinary 
Session of the OAU Assembly of Heads of State and Government on the cultural aspects 
of the Lagos Plan of Action, 
 
Convinced that the African Economic Community is also based on the movement of 
cultural goods and services, 
 
Convinced that Member States should promote among themselves a plan for mutual self-
help, solidarity and dynamic complementary in order to cope individually and 
collectively with all cultural development problems, 
 
Convinced that the development and promotion of African Languages contribute to the 
realization of African Unity, 
 
Having heard the Report of the OAU Secretary-General on the Third Ordinary Session of 
the Conference of African Ministers of Culture held in Yaounde, Cameroon, from 14 to 
18 July 1990: 
 

1. TAKES NOTE of the Report and Resolutions of the said Conference; 
 

2. URGES Member States to take the necessary measures to establish, within the 
framework of the African Economic Community, a Common Market for 
agricultural goods and services; 

 
3. HAILS the initiative taken by the African Ministers of Culture to launch a 

medium-term African Cultural Development Plan (1991 – 1995); 
 

4. DECIDES to convene in 1992, a joint meeting of African Ministers of Culture 
and Ministers in-charge of the economic sectors in order to prepare a mid-
term assessment of the Cultural Development Decade; 

 
5. CALLS ON Member States to ensure the implementation of the Linguistic 

Plan of Action for Africa, adopted by the OAU in 1987, as soon as possible; 
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6. EXPRESSES ITS SINCERE THANKS to the Head of State, Government and 
People of Cameroon for the warm and fraternal welcome extended to the 
participants of the Third Ordinary Session of the Conference of African 
Ministers of Culture and for the facilities placed at their disposal. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CM/Res.1297 (LII) 
 
RESOLUTION ON THE SECOND CONSTITUENT CONGRESS OF THE PAN-

AFRICAN UNION OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY (PUST) 
 
 
The Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity, meeting in its Fifty-
second Ordinary Session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 3 to 8 July 1990, 
 
Recalling its Resolutions CM/Res.1040 (XLIV), CM/Res.1121 (XLVI) and 
CM/Res.1128 (L) on PUST, 
 
Convinced that African scientists, by their patriotic commitment and research are capable 
of promoting science and technology for development in Africa as stated in Document 
CE/1613 (LII) submitted by the Secretary-General: 
 

1. NOTES WITH SATISFACTION, the conclusions of the Second Congress of 
African Scientists; 

 
2. URGES the scientists to focus their research on the priority needs of the 

African people; 
 

3. DRAWS THEIR ATTENTION to the urgent need to develop technologies 
aimed at alleviating the task of farmers and particular women in the field of 
agricultural production, the conservation and storage of food crops, water, 
etc… ; 

 
4. URGES Member States to cooperate with PUST; 

 
5. URGES PUST: 

 
(a) To review existing scientific and technical cooperation programs in 

Africa, take stock of them and disseminate them as largely as possible; 
 

(b) To study the prerequisites of a real south-south and south-north 
scientific and technical cooperation; 

 
6. CALLS UPON Member States and the Secretary-General of OAU to monitor 

and support the Minimum Program adopted by PUST; 
 

7. AUTHORIZES the Secretary-General of OAU to discuss with ADB, the 
possibility of financing the PUST Endowment Fund. 

 
 
 
 



 
CM/Res.1298 (LII) 
 

RESOLUTION ON THE THIRTEENTH ORDINARY SESSION OF THE OAU 
LABOR COMMISSION 

 
 
The Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity, meeting in its Fifty-
second Ordinary Session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 3 to 8 July 1990, 
 
Having received and considered the report of the OAU Secretary-General on the 
Thirteenth Ordinary Session of the OAU Labor Commission (Doc. CM/1620 (LII)), 
 
Aware of the potentials for development that exists in the informal and rural sectors as 
well as their job-creation and income-generating prospects as contained in report 
CM/1620 (LII), 
 
Recalling Resolution CM/1159 (L) adopted by the Fiftieth Ordinary Session of the 
Council of Ministers held in Addis Ababa, from 17 to 22 July 1989, 
 
Recalling further Resolutions LC/Res.151 (XIII) Rev.1 on the improvement of the role of 
women in the informal sector and LC/Res.150 (XIII) Rev.1 on the African employment 
crisis, adopted by the Labor Commission, 
 
Noting with satisfaction the positive results of the Thirteenth Ordinary Session of the 
OAU Labor Commission: 
 

1. TAKES NOTE of the report and resolutions of the Thirteenth Ordinary 
Session of the OAU Labor Commission; 

 
2. INVITES ALL Member States to ratify the African regional protocol and the 

amendments to the ILO Constitution if they have not yet done so; 
 

3. FURTHER INVITES the African Governments to include the activities of the 
operators of the rural sector in their national development plans and programs 
and to pay special attention to the informal sector; 

 
4. URGES Member States and the Secretary-General of the OAU to implement, 

in their respective areas, the decisions, resolutions and recommendations 
contained in the report; 

 
5. FURTHER REQUESTS the Secretary-General of the Organization of African 

Unity to report to the Fifty-third Ordinary Session of the Council of Ministers 
on the results achieved in the implementation of the present resolution. 

 
 



 
CM/Res.1299 (LII) 
 

RESOLUTION ON THE DECLARATION OF THE AFRICAN YEAR OF THE 
ENVIRONMENT 1991, CM/RES.1662 (LI) 

 
 
The Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity, meeting in its Fifty-
second Ordinary Session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 3 to 8 July 1990, 
 
Having considered the report of the Secretary-General of the IAU on the implementation 
of AHG/Res.182 on the Declaration of African Year of the Environment, 1991, 
 
Conscious of the need to sensitize the African Populace on the relevance of and link 
between social and economic development and rational management of the environment, 
 
Gravely concerned that a further deterioration of the African Environment could lead to 
catastrophe, 
 
Recognizing that the responsibility for prudent environmental management rests with the 
African people themselves, 
 
Recognizing further that environmental awareness needs to be buttressed from the 
grassroots level upward: 
 

1. TAKES NOTE of the report of the Secretary-General on the Declaration of 
the African Year of  the Environment 1991; 

 
2. REQUESTS the Secretary-General to alert the international community to the 

urgent need to give priority to assistance to Member States directly effected 
by drought and desertification to enable them to implement their national 
programs to control these scourges; 

 
3. REQUESTS the OAU Secretary-General in collaboration with the ECA and 

UNMP, to ensure that every necessary step is taken to encourage the 
implementation of this resolution in 1991. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CM/Res.1300 (LII) 
 

RESOLUTION ON THE SPECIAL FUND FOR HEALTH IN AFRICA 
 
 
The Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity, meeting in its Fifty-
second Ordinary Session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 3 to 8 July 1990, 
 
Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of 
Declaration AHG/Decl.1 (XXIII) of the OAU Heads of State and Government on “Health 
– Basis for Development”, as contained in Document CM/1628 (LII), 
 
Considering the recommendation adopted by the Inter-Parliamentary Conference on 
“Health – Basis for Development in Africa” held in Brazzaville from 27 June to 1 July 
1988, on the establishment of a Special Fund for Health in Africa (SFHA) under the 
responsibility of the WHO Regional Office in Africa, 
 
Referring to Resolution C/IDI/Res.3 (III), of the Third Ordinary Session of the African 
Ministers of Health held Kampala, Uganda, in May 1989, 
 
Considering Resolution AFT/RC 38/R 14 on the Special Fund for Health in Africa 
adopted by the 38th Session of the WHO Regional Committee for Africa held in 
Brazzaville from 7 to 14 September 1988, particularly its sub-paragraph 4, which confers 
a specific mandate on the WHO Regional Director for Africa, 
 
Bearing in mind the practical measures taken by the WHO Regional Director for Africa 
to ensure the effective launching of the Fund, 
 
Aware of the crucial role which the Fund can play in the implementation of Health 
Programs in the most under-privileged African Communities, especially in terms of the 
provision of hard currency for the requisition of modern equipment and materials: 
 

1. EXPRESSES SATISFACTION at the launching of the Fund by the OAU 
Secretary-General; 

 
2. COMMENDS the WHO Regional Director for Africa on the practical and 

realistic steps taken to implement the Declaration of the OAU Heads of State 
and Government and EXTENDS its gratitude and appreciation to this; 

 
3. REQUESTS Member States to set up national mechanisms necessary for the 

mobilization of funds and their distribution to needy communities; 
 

4. URGES urban and rural communities to establish mutual assistance or 
solidarity fund for health which could be supplemented by the Special Fund; 
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5. CALLS UPON the international community and more particularly, African 
executives to participate in the mobilization of resources for the Fund; 

 
6. CALLS UPON Member States to launch fund-raising campaigns both at 

national and international levels; 
 

7. INVITES the OAU Secretary-General in his capacity as Chairman of the 
Board of Directors of the Fund to submit a report to the OAU Council of 
Ministers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CM/Res.1301 (LII) 
 

RESOLUTION ON THE IMMUNIZATION OF CHILDREN IN AFRICA 
 
 
The Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity, meeting in its Fifty-
second Ordinary Session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 3 to 8 July 1990, 
 
Having considered the Report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of 
Declaration AHG/Decl.1 (XXIII) adopted by the OAU Heads of State and Government 
on “Health – Basis for Development”, Document CM/1623 (LII), 
 
Considering that there can be no socio-economic development on the Continent without 
the provision of sound health facilities for our peoples, 
 
Aware of the fact that this phenomenon is a result of a very high infant mortality rate, 
malnutrition, pre-matured death, chronic health problems and inability to work during 
years of active life, 
 
Considering that most of these health problems are caused by diseases that could be 
prevented, 
 
Firmly convinced that health for all can only be achieved through multi-sectors 
cooperation among the Ministers of Member States, international, Inter-governmental 
and non-governmental organizations, 
 
Considering the Extended Program of Immunization (EPI) launched in the WHO African 
Region within the Primary Health Care Program to combat the childhood diseases for 
which a vaccine has been discovered, namely:  tuberculosis, diphtheria, whooping cough, 
tetanus, poliomyelitis, and measles: 
 

1. COMMENDS the OAU Secretary-General, the WHO Regional Director for 
Africa and the UNICEF Executive Director for the initiatives taken to 
implement the EPI in Africa; 

 
2. RECOMMENDS that these efforts be pursued through regular vaccination 

campaigns organized by the National Health Services which offer to each 
child, during his early years as well as to women of child bearing age, suitable 
and appropriate vaccinations; 

 
3. RECOMMENDS that Member States do everything possible to: 

 
(a) Improve EPI management to cover their entire national territories, 
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(b) Train the majority of local EPI personnel or auxiliary EPI staff 
(supervisors, workers responsible for preserving vaccines, providing 
logistic support and maintenance of equipment etc.), 

 
 

(c) Introduce methods for ensuring maximal community participation, 
 

(d) Eliminate neo-natal tetanus by the year 1995 and eradicate 
poliomyelitis by the year 2000. 

 
 RECOMMENDS that the International Community pools its efforts in order to: 
  

(a) Improve EPI management activities, 
 

(b) Initiate and implement training and refresher courses, 
 

(c) Coordinate research activities. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
CM/Res.1302 (LII) 
 
RESOLUTION ON THE PREVENTION AND CONTROL OF AIDS IN AFRICA 

 
 
The Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity, meeting in its Fifty-
second Ordinary Session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 3 to 8 July 1990, 
 
Considering the progress report of the Secretary-General in Document CM/1623 (LII) on 
“Health – Basis for Development”, 
 
Recalling Resolution CM/Res.6 (LII) of the Conference of African Ministers of Health of 
the OAU, meeting in its 3rd Ordinary Session in Kampala, Uganda in May 1989, 
 
Commending the resolute support of Member States to the Anti-Aids campaign strategy 
and for the implementation of the activities at regional and national levels, 
 
Noting with satisfaction the wide ranging efforts made by the international community in 
strong spirit of solidarity in the light against AIDS disease, 
 
Considering the rapid increase in the prevalence of AIDS which has transformed it into 
one of the major health problems of the world in general and of Africa in particular, 
 
Concerned with the distinctive threat to the youths and its adverse impact on the socio-
economic development and population equilibrium of Member States, 
 
Acknowledging the importance of interaction into other Primary Health Care activities, in 
centralization and research for the success of the Anti-AIDS campaign: 
 
 1.  URGES the Secretariat to: 
 

(a) Promote and develop information flow, education and communication 
systems in order to increase public awareness, 

 
(b) Enhance their collaboration with WHO, UNICEF, and other international 

organizations as well as with other OAU Member States in a spirit of genuine 
dialogue and free exchange of information, 

 
(c) Pay special attention to the protection of children, adolescents and nationals in 

rural areas, 
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(d) Strengthen their Anti-AIDS programs with special emphasis on blood 
transfusion services, uses of sterile instruments, personal hygiene, water 
supply and integration with other Primary Health Care activities as well as 
decentralization, training and research, 

 
(e) Protect the rights and dignity of nationals with HIV infection or suffering 

from AIDS, 
 

3. EXPRESSES ITS GRATITUDE to the WHO, and the international 
community for their support to the campaign against AIDS and the attempts 
made to decentralize the campaign activities in accordance with the principles 
of Primary Health Care; 

 
4. CALLS ON the international community to increase its financial and other 

necessary assistance for the implementation of the campaign against AIDS 
activities; 

 
5. URGES the OAU in collaboration with WHO, UNICEF and all other 

concerned organizations to assist the programs of decentralization process that 
has already been initiated and ensure back-up and monitoring of national 
programs; 

 
6. REQUESTS the OAU Secretary-General to report to the Fourth Session of the 

OAU Conference of Africa Ministers of Health, scheduled in 1991, and the 
54th Ordinary Session of the Council of Ministers on the progress made in the 
campaign against AIDS. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CM/Res.1303 (LII) 
 

RESOLUTION ON THE SITUATION OF THE AFRICAN BUREAU FOR 
EDUCATION SCIENCE (EASE) 

 
 

The Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity, meeting in its Fifty-
second Ordinary Session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 3 to 8 July 1990, 
 
Considering Resolution CM/Res.1035 (XLIII) on the granting of OAU Specialized 
Agency Status to the African Bureau for Educational Science (BASE), 
 
Considering Resolution CM/Res.7 (XLVI) by which OAU approved the program of 
Work of BASE, 
 
Considering that education is a sine qua non for any political, economic, social and 
cultural liberation, 
 
Aware of the importance of scientific research and international cooperation for 
development in the field of education, 
 
Considering the difficulties encountered by the African Bureau for Educational Science 
(EASE) regarding its operation and the constant increase in the arrears of contribution of 
BASE Member State: 
 

1. URGES member states, which have not yet done so, to sign 
and ratify the BASE Charter; 

2. REQUESTS Member States to pay their contributions to the 
BASE budget as a demonstration of their support for the 
latter’s scientific programme. 
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