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DECLARATION ON BOOSTING INTRA-AFRICAN TRADE
AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A CONTINENTAL
FREE TRADE AREA (CFTA)

We, the Heads of State and Government of the African Union, meeting at the 18™
Ordinary Session of our Assembly in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 29 to 30 January
2012, on the theme Boosting Intra-African Trade:

Recalling the recommendation of the Sixth Ordinary Session of the Conference of
African Union (AU) Ministers-of Trade on.the need to fast track the establishment of a
Continental Free Trade Area; ey
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Hereby:

1. REAFFIRM our commitment to the acceleration and deepening of Africa’s market

integration;
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2. CALL ON Member States, the Regional Economic Communities (RECs) and AU
Commission to promote industrial development of the continent, and value
addition with a view to diversifying economies and moving away from reliance on
traditional export of commodities;

3. ENDORSE the Action Plan for Boosting Intra-African Trade and REQUEST the
AU Commission, in collaboration with RECs, Member States, and development
partners, to develop an implementation strategy for the Action Plan;
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7. REQUES i i " ations Economic
Commissio De t Bank (AfDB) and
other relevant agencies, t0 take appropriate easures including studies,

technical support to RECs and sensitization of Member States and partners, for
the effective implementation of the CFTA Road Map;

8. ENDORSE the Framework, Road Map and Architecture for Fast Tracking the
establishment of the Continental Free Trade Area (CFTA) and the Action Plan for
Boosting Intra-African Trade, with the understanding that the High Level African
Trade Committee (HATC) will provide a facilitating role and unlock any blockages
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that might arise and REQUEST the Ministers responsible for the CFTA to report
as appropriate to the Assembly, through the Executive Council on progress;

URGE Member States, RECs, development partners and other stakeholders to
work closely with the AU Commission towards the realization of the objective of
Africa’s continental market integration.




