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Partnerships: 

Africa-EU Energy Partnership (AEEP) Framework 

1. Background and Governance Structure of AEEP 

The Africa-EU Energy Partnership (AEEP) was launched as part of the eight partnerships of the 

Joint-Africa-EU Strategy (JAES) in 2007 in Lisbon. (Paragraph 81 to 83 of http://www.africa-eu-

partnership.org/sites/default/files/documents/eas2007_joint_strategy_en.pdf ). 

The AEEP is considered as a long-term framework for structured political dialogue and cooperation 

on energy issues of strategic importance, reflecting African and European needs and has a Steering 

Structure that provides strategic guidance to the AEEP Secretariat, comprising representatives from 

both continents. Between 2007 and mid-2014, the partnership was led by co-chairs from Austria and 

Germany representing the European partners and from the African Union Commission and Mauritius 

on the African side. Since mid-2014 and 2015 the co-chairs are now six comprising of the African 

Union Commission, the European Commission, COMESA, Egypt, Germany and Italy. This is 

considered the highest organ of the energy partnership reporting to the JAES Infrastructure 

Reference Group (IRG) and thereby feeding into Joint Annual Forum (JAF) and Commissioner 

to Commissioner (C2C) meetings that take place once a year. 

In order to ensure sustainability and ownership of the AEEP partnership, as well as to have an 

integrated partnership that is maintained and has the needed political support, AEEP makes use of 

existing structures in overseeing the activities of the energy partnership, i.e. the Conference of Energy 

Ministers in Africa (CEMA) that is now since last year replaced by the Specialised Technical 

Committees (STC) for the Africa Union side, and the EU Energy Initiative (EUEI) member states´ 

meetings for the European Union side. These structures are used for the reporting of the AEEP 

achievements to their respective member countries on the African and European side.   

 

The African AEEP Stakeholders comprise representatives of public, private sector, civil society and 

academia. The 14 African Member States, all the Regional Economic Communities (RECs), all the 

Regional Power Pools and other Regional Institutions specializing in energy for overseeing the actions 

of AEEP. The 14 Member States in this group are Algeria, Benin, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameron, 

Egypt, Ethiopia, Ghana, Mauritius, Mozambique, Nigeria, South Africa, Togo and Uganda. 

2. Objectives 

The overall objective of the AEEP is to provide improved access to reliable, secure, affordable and 

cost-effective, climate friendly and sustainable energy services for both continents. Towards this 

objective, the AEEP set out specific targets during the 1st AEEP High Level Meeting (HLM) in 2010 

in Vienna specified in the AEEP Vienna Declaration 2010 to achieve the following by 2020:  

- Access to modern and sustainable energy services to at least an additional 100 million Africans;  

- Renewable Energy: 10,000 MW of new hydropower; 5,000 MW of wind power; 500 MW of all 

forms of solar power and tripling of other renewable energy sources, such as geothermal energy 

and modern biomass; 

http://www.africa-eu-partnership.org/sites/default/files/documents/eas2007_joint_strategy_en.pdf
http://www.africa-eu-partnership.org/sites/default/files/documents/eas2007_joint_strategy_en.pdf
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- Increase energy efficiency in Africa in all sectors; 

- Energy security: by doubling the capacity of cross-border electricity interconnections; and 

doubling the use of natural gas, and African gas exports to Europe. 

 

 At the same high level meeting, the Africa-EU Renewable Energy Cooperation Programme (RECP) 

was launched as an operative instrument towards promoting renewable energy market development 

in Africa.  

The current action plan for the AEEP covers a period of 3 years from 2014 to 2017. Although the role 

of the AEEP continued to be a platform for strategic political dialogue and networking there was felt 

the need to also strengthen the links between AEEP and implementation instruments in Europe and 

Africa that allow synergies, for instance fostering relationship between DG Energy and DG DEVCO. 

As part of improvements, AEEP has established work streams on clearly defined activities focusing 

on thematic areas in line with political targets i.e. energy access, energy security, renewable energy, 

energy efficiency and regional cooperation. There are specific tasks and key performance indicators, 

providing clarity on their mandate and function of each group with different set of actors drawn from 

the AEEP stakeholders.   

 

3. Achievements so far: 

Political agenda-setting and dialogue: 

Politically, the AEEP has had a major impact in terms of agenda-setting and political dialogue, not 

least in terms of paving the way and inspiring the UN Secretary General’s Sustainable Energy for All-

Initiative. Contemporary global energy challenges have positioned both Africa and the EU to a new 

level of strong joint cooperation for sustainable energy development. Both continents have established 

the AEEP for continuous dialogue, promotion and awareness-raising of access to energy, renewable 

energy, energy security and safety and regional cooperation. 

The Addis Ababa Communiqué (2014) 

At the 4th EU-Africa summit, the leaders agreed on the priority areas for the period 2014-2017 for 

implementation under the Joint Africa-EU Strategy.  The EU-Africa roadmap indicates that energy 

will be one of the key areas of cooperation under the priority 4, i.e. “Sustainable and inclusive 

development and growth, and continental integration”. In particular, the road map emphasises that 

EU and Africa will focus its efforts to progress towards the 2020 targets of the Africa-EU Energy 

Partnership on Energy Access, Energy Security, Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency, with a 

strong focus on private sector, interconnections, including between the two continents and regional 

cooperation.  

 

The AEEP status report of May 2015 showed that the targets will be achieved as indicated through 

the ongoing projects and also projects in the pipeline that have 25.230MW of hydroelectric power, 

3.490MW of wind power, 3.100MW of solar power, 4.570MW of geothermal and 4.780MW of other 

sources like bioenergy. Both the European and the African entities are heavily involved in delivering 
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on these developments with the European Investment Bank and the African Development Bank among 

those committed to providing more resources. The percentage of Political Targets implemented under 

AEEP has increased significantly and the updated figures will be reported in March 2017 when 

reviewing the set targets; 

 

Capacity building 

The long term secondment of staff to the AU Commission was taken as a first step in increasing the 

capacities at the Department of Infrastructure and Energy. There will be however a need to look into 

a solution on the lack of capacity and ability in other partner institutions and relevant stakeholders to 

implement the decisions made at the various meetings. 

 

To be able to create more new ideas and put them in practice, AEEP has incorporated a knowledge 

management system with the aim to diffuse knowledge at regional and national levels in order to 

support effective continent wide innovation and learning. 

The interventions of AEEP also contributed to increased opportunities for capacity building on 

renewable energy at RECs level through the establishment of the Centre for Renewable Energy and 

Energy Efficiency (EACREEE) for EAC based at Makerere University in Uganda and Centre for 

Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency (SACREEE) for SADC based in Namibia and the 

establishment of an international renewable energy Master’s programme at the University of 

Zimbabwe. 

AEEPs interventions include supporting AUC and RECs in resource mobilization. Through the support 

of AEEP, the East African Community (EAC) received support from RECP to undertake a scoping 

study on technical capacity for small hydropower development with a focus on operation and 

maintenance.  With AEEP’s further intervention, the Italian Government gave a grant to AUC to 

support the implementation of the recommendations EAC scoping study on small hydropower 

development.  As a result training for tertiary level trainers was conducted including the development 

of a training curriculum for future training and framework for setting up an online platform for 

information exchange and training. Following the success of this programme, the AUC plans to carry 

out resource assessment for small hydropower in Africa and undertake similar capacity building in 

other regions. 

AEEP continues to support the AUC in carrying out the series of dialogue on effective coordination 

and mapping exercise of energy initiatives in Africa – first report was published in May 2016. 

AEEP continues to support the partnership to co-organise the Infrastructure Reference Group (IRG) 

meetings annually and the last one was in February 2016 as well as the Africa-EU Commissioner to 

Commissioner (C2C) meetings of which the last one was in April 2016 where both partners agreed to 

continue supporting the energy partnership both politically and financially.  

In May 2016 the AEEP jointly organized the Second Stakeholder Forum of the Africa-EU Energy 

Partnership (AEEP) that took place in Milan, Italy with the Italian Government, the African Union 

Commission (AUC) and the European Commission under the overall theme “Business and Science: 
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Leading the Way to Sustainable Energy”. The Forum brought together more than 500 participants 

(approximately 50% from Africa and 50% from Europe) including African and European Ministers, 

Commissioners and senior officials from the African Union (AU) and European Union (EU), and other 

high-level participants representing policy-makers, regional institutions, international organizations, 

the banking and finance industry, the private sector, academia, civil society, and the media. This forum 

showed improved cooperation and engagement of policy and business actors to promote investments 

and energy development. Young scientists and entrepreneurs presented their innovative projects, 

showing economic viability and befitting the AU strategies to involve the youth in energy programs 

for the Agenda 2063 that places priority on development of skills in science and engineering. The 

forum took stock of progress and agreed on how to increase renewable energy innovation, capacity 

building and investments.  

4. Major challenges and proposed solutions for AEEP 

 The challenge of monitoring and evaluating the impact of the AEEP partnership is recognised 

as there is little attributional link between the activities and results of the AEEP and the targets 

set for 2020. 

 There is a great need for African led coordination among energy initiatives and donors as far 

as interventions in Africa’s energy sector are concerned.  The AEEP has played a coordination 

role in terms of information sharing but not in terms of coordinating the interventions of the 

various initiatives and donor flows. This needs to be undertaken at a national level.    

 Domestic financing and private sector financing for renewable energy development is still very 

limited in most of the African countries.    

 The process of awarding contract for implementing the Italian financing agreement took too 

long due to lack of clearly written guidelines from Strategic Planning, Procurement Unit and 

Finance Department for the technical team. 

5. Conclusions and Recommendations 

i) The AEEP’s Political Targets are outdated and require updating as the program approaches 

2020. As the Milan Stakeholder Communiqué states: “we state the need for a revision of the 

Targets to address the significant progress already achieved, to reflect changes in the market, 

and to realize even more ambitious targets in the coming years”. The process should be 

intertwined in the upcoming High Level Meeting which presents the ideal opportunity to 

present the new political targets.  

ii) A priority of the AEEP is to remain an agenda setter when it comes to international dialogue 

and initiatives on the development of the energy sector in Africa. As such, the AEEP will seek 

to link closely with processes of other international initiatives in the energy sector, namely G7, 

G20. As both Italy and Germany hold the presidencies for the respective global fora, 

highlighting the importance of renewable energy development in Africa and energy access, as 

two topics highlighted in previous years may be of particular interest to AEEP.  
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iii) As the Africa Renewable Energy Initiative (AREI) continues to take shape the AEEP’s 

activities offer complementarity and the possibility to feed in to AREI processes. This linkage 

between the two programs can be explored to build on the outcomes from the COP 22. The 

next steps for the AEEP’s widely acknowledged Mapping of Energy Initiatives and 

Programmes in Africa in partnership with the SE4ALL Africa Hub and this could also extend 

to renewable energy for the AREI. 

iv) The monitoring process of AEEP needs to be feeding into the continental processes and the 

collaboration with AFREC and AU Statistics Division are recommended as possible modalities 

for cooperation with international data collection platforms like the SE4All, REN21, IEA, 

UNStats. 

v)  The capacities of the African Institutions are limited to deliver adequately and AEEP should 

consider updating the Capacity Support that is given to the AUC in form of staff secondments, 

and look at the possibility for the AEEP to support additional key African institutions.  

vi) Although progress on the thematic work streams is going well in term of energy access and 

energy efficiency, there is need to expedite the thematic work stream action groups of 

renewable energy and energy security.   

 

 


