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I. INTRODUCTION 

 
1. The African Union Commission on International Law (AUCIL) was created on 
the basis of Article 5 (2) of the Constitutive Act of the African Union, and by adoption 
of the Statute of the African Union Commission on International Law, through Decision 
Assembly/AU/Dec.209 (XII) during the 12th Ordinary Session of the Assembly held in 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, in February 2009.  
 
2. The AUCIL was created at a time when the African Union began to increase its 
commitment to the process of accelerating the integration of the continent, and 
acknowledging the role of law, particularly international law, in that endeavour. To this 
end, it was established to contribute to the codification and progressive development 
of international law in the African continent.    
 
3. In implementing its mandate and achieving its mission, “to be an efficient legal 
advisory organ of the African Union (‘AU’ or ‘Union’), contributing to the African 
integration agenda and to the objectives and principles of the Union, through 
progressive development and codification of international law in the continent”, the 
AUCIL undertakes a number of programmes and activities such as carrying out 
research, drafting legal framework agreements, preparing legal opinion, organizing 
seminars, conferences and training programmes.  
 
 

II. BACKGROUND  
 
4. The AUCIL Forums have been organized annually, since its inception in 
December 2012 for a wider discussion of issues pertinent to Africa in the application and 
development of international and African Union law. It is a platform for discussion and 
interaction on issues of global interest for Africa, viewed through the prism of 
international law and African Union law, with a view to raising awareness of the need 
to accelerate regional integration by guiding African decision-makers on the legal 
implications of regional integration. This Forum aims at not only providing information 
on the various stages reached in the march towards African integration and making 



recommendations on how to accelerate regional integration on the continent but also 
seeks to further the agenda and aspirations of the African continent.  
 
5. The previous AUCIL Forums have been based on various themes including:  

"Integration Law in Africa", which took note of the progress achieved in defining 
the exact scope, paradigms and norms as well as the emerging principles to be 
considered as norms and principles of international customary law on integration 
in Africa;  "Codification of International Law at the Regional Level in Africa", aimed 
at examining the domain of international law on the African continent in order to 
define the areas for codification; "Issues of Ratification and the Implementation of 
Treaties in Africa", focusing on the challenges of ratification in the context of the 
African Union and the complexity of implementation; “The Role of Africa in the 
Development of International Law", where the foremost international law experts 
assessed and discussed Africa's contribution to International law as well as future 
prospects. While tackling more specific and specialized topics, the 6th and 7th 
Forum were dedicated respectively on "The Legal, Political and Socio-Economic 
Consequences of Migration, the Situation of Refugees and Internally Displaced 
Persons in Africa” and on “The management of natural resources in Africa”. The 
current Forum is the 8th in the series. 

 
 

III. THE 8TH AUCIL FORUM 
 

A. General 
 
6. As a prelude to the (near) commemoration of its first 10 years of existence, the AUCIL 

chose a topic that is both ambitious and delicate: “Constitutional democracy, Rule of 
Law and struggle against corruption”.  The constitutional Democracy have to take 
place within the framework of the Rule of law. Simultaneously, there can be no rule of 
law if the law by which the individuals are ruled do not come into being in democratic 
manner. Similarly, the fight against corruption could only be contemplated efficiently 
and cannot be carried out in isolation from a constitutional democracy and rule of law 
framework.  
 



7. Against this theoretical background, the 8th Forum proceeds from the fact many 
African countries are considered to have a constitutional democracy guided by 
principles of good governance and the rule of law. These concepts play an important 
role in the realization of sustainable development and the promotion and protection of 
human rights and fundamental freedoms in Africa. However, corruption plays a major 
role in the disruption of constitutional democracies. Corruption weakens constitutional 
democracies and undermines the advancement of and respect for the rule of law of 
any country by, among other things, weakening institutions that are core to the 
observance of constitutional democracy. Therefore, constitutional democracies must 
be protected from corrupt practices.  

 
8. In light of Agenda 2063, Aspiration 1 – ‘A prosperous Africa based on inclusive growth 

and sustainable development’ and Aspiration 3 – ‘An Africa of good governance, 
democracy, respect for human rights, justice and the rule of law’, there is a need to 
look at how constitutional democracy and the rule of law can contribute to a 
commitment to prevent and eliminate corruption whilst advancing these aspirations. 

 
 

B. Objectives 
 
9. The overall objective is to identify how constitutional democracy and the rule of law 

can contribute to a commitment to prevent and eliminate corruption whilst advancing 
various aspirations of Agenda 2063. Furthermore, although not pretending to exhaust 
the entire breadth and depth of the theme, the 8th Forum aims to put a pluralistic 
contribution to already existing debates by taking stock of recent events and proposals 
and thereafter drafting alternatives to move beyond challenges of constitutional 
democracy and the rule of law, particularly in the context of fighting against corruption. 
  

10. Specifically, the Forum seeks to: 
a. Take stock on the state of constitutional democracy and the rule of law 

trends in Africa;  
b. Identify, through an analysis of the contextual root causes, the 

challenges to constitutional democracy, with a focus on the 
phenomenon of corruption in its various manifestations; 

c. Discuss the effectiveness of the African shared values for the prevention 
or elimination of corruption; 



d. Evaluate the contribution of international legal norms, in particular 
those drawn up in Africa and within the African Union, to the 
management and regulation of the multidimensional problem of 
corruption;                      

e. Establish the links and identify how public policy is formulated and 
implemented so that there is accountability of public officials; 

f. Identify good practices within the continent that can be taken as models; 
g. Survey the methods in which Africa has engaged and is continuously 

interacting with international law-making processes particularly with 
regard to assessing the contribution and the implementation of African 
Union Law with regard to the theme; 

h. Look at the independence of Judiciaries and prosecuting authorities;  
i. Highlight the role played by the various actors, such as, Continental 

bodies (AUABC, Human Rights Bodies, etc.), regional bodies and 
national agencies within AU Member States. 

 
C. Methodology and Practical Modalities  
 

11. AU Member States (including relevant government agencies), African Union Advisory 
Board on Corruption (AUABC),  Regional Economic Communities, International 
Organizations, Private Sector in the area of anti-corruption, NGOs, International 
developmental partners and other relevant Stakeholders are expected to take part in the 
Forum.  
 

12. The Forum will adopt a participatory and interdisciplinary approach to facilitate a broad 
exchange of views among participants.  

 
13. The Forum will span two days and will also include side events and activities that will be 

communicated, in due course. 
 

14. Each session will consist of the following: 
 

i.  Five (5) presentations per session on the basis of a detailed paper of not 
more than twenty (20) pages, single spaced with a font size of 12;  



ii. Each session will be moderated by an individual and the presenters will 
be given ten (10) minutes to present their work, following which the floor 
will be open for discussions;  

iii. At least forty minutes (40) will be reserved for general discussions by the 
Forum on the sub-theme under consideration; 

iv. A summary of the presentations will be made by Power Point. 
 

15. English and French are the working languages of the Forum. 
 
D. Participants 
 
16. Participants will include:  

 
i. Practitioners: Legal Advisers of Ministries of Foreign Affairs of AU Member 

States, Lawyers with specialization in International Law and International 
Judges; 

ii. African Union: Member States representatives such as 
Ambassadors/Permanent Representatives, Diplomats, other Government 
officials; and Organs such as the African Union Advisory Board on Corruption;  

iii. Educational and Research Institutions: Academic Scholars, Law Faculties 
from AU Member States, African Researchers of the continent and the 
Diaspora, Research Centres on International Law in Africa and elsewhere; 

iv. International, Regional Organizations and Non-governmental Organizations, 
among others. 

 

E. Cost of participation 
 

17. The AUCIL will cover the travel expenses for the speakers while invited guests and 
other participants, will bear their own cost. 

 
F. Programme 
 
18. The programme will be circulated and posted on the AU website in due course. 
 



G. Expected outcomes 
 

19. AUCIL will at the end of the Forum issue: 
 

i. A publication of the documents retained as contributions to the Forum in 
order to provide the public, both from Africa and elsewhere, with tools for 
analysing and understanding issues related to the Forum theme;   

ii. A reframing and analysis grid to understand and analyse the theme of the 
Forum; 

To the attention of the deliberative organs of the AU and other decision-makers, as 
well as partners of AU and AUCIL, indications and Proposals for the implementation 
of any recommendations from the Forum.  
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