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MEDIA ADVISORY
PAN-AFRICAN PARLIAMENT

SIXTH ORDINARY SESSION OF THE SECOND PARLIAMENT

Invitation to Representatives of the Media

When

: 16 – 20 January 2012 

Where

: UN Conference Centre – Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

Background
: 

The Pan-African Parliament (PAP) was established according to the Protocol to the Treaty Establishing the African Economic Community Relating to the Pan-African Parliament (PAP Protocol) as one of the 10 Organs of the African Union. It was inaugurated on 18 March 2004 in Addis Ababa and moved to its current Seat in Midrand, Johannesburg – South Africa.

As per Article 25 of the Protocol, it (the Protocol) was to be reviewed after 5 years of entry into force. This process started in 2009 according to an AU Assembly Decision.

It is expected that major changes will be included in the proposed Protocol, which is now going through the various processes of the AU. Most importantly, it is proposed that the status of the PAP is changed from an advisory and consultative institution into a legislative organ.

The Sixth Ordinary Session is being held outside of the Seat of the PAP for the first time since its inaugural Session. Addis Ababa was chosen specifically to advocate for this transformation, as was this time which falls immediately before the African Union Summit (Copy of draft Programme attached).
The Session will be addressed in its Opening Day by the Prime Minister of Ethiopia, H.E. Meles Zenawi, who is the Guest of Honour, as well as the President of the PAP, Hon. Dr. Moussa Idriss Ndélé, MP. 
Dignitaries from around the world, including Speakers of Regional and National Parliaments will also deliver Messages of Support and Solidarity.

 Accreditation
:

The Ethiopian authorities require prior accreditation for all journalists arriving from outside of Ethiopia. They also require that the specifications of all equipment (including laptops) are submitted when applying for accreditation. Special Forms are attached for those wishing to cover the event. These Forms are to be submitted by Monday 9th January 2012 latest to the addresses indicated on the Forms to allow for processing.

UNECA, where the Session will be held also requires accreditation to enter its premises. For those who are arriving from outside Ethiopia, the process will be combined with the above process. For those who are resident in Ethiopia and are already accredited with the Ethiopian authorities, they need to send in their details to us as soon as possible so that we can process them at the UNECA. 

Accommodation:

Accommodation is the responsibility of the individual journalists. It is advised that arrangements are made before arriving in Addis Ababa.

Visas

: 
It is advised that visas are obtained before departure from Ethiopian Diplomatic or Consular missions nearest to you. However, visas on arrival could be arranged if we have prior information about your details and times and details of arrival and departure.
Requests for Interviews:
Requests for interviews with senior officers of the Parliament should be addressed to the contact below. It would be appreciated if such requests were made before the beginning of the Session.

The Hon. President and Vice Presidents of the PAP will remain in Addis Ababa for the AU Summit until 30 January 2012.

Press Briefings
:

A draft Programme of Press Briefings has been prepared. This is subject to change depending on the situation on the ground. Interpretation is available in English, French and Arabic (copy attached).
Contact

:

For any queries, please contact:

Mr. Khalid Dahab

Senior Information, Communication and Media Relations Officer,
Pan-African Parliament,

khalid.dahab@panafricanparliament.org 

Tel (roaming): +27-76 235 6192

Tel in Addis Ababa (from 9 up to 30 January): +251-92 003 6538

www.pan-african-parliament.org 

One Africa, One Voice

1 of 3
One Africa, One Voice

2 of 3

