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The DAC presents an opportunity for all Stake-holdgrs on

the Child (ACERWC), ke treaty body vested with the mfandate” to® monitor the
implementation of \the Charter, ireelabaration with-partners are seizing this opportune

moment to take stock of the progress made and the outstanding challenges towards
the full realization of the @@ﬁ@ﬁéﬂ@g“.’

BACKGROUND: On 16 June every year, the African Union celebrates the Day of
the African Child (DAC), in commemoration of the 1976 protests by school children
in Soweto, South Africa. The students protested against an education designed to
further the purposes of the apartheid regime. In 1991, the African Union Assembly
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passed a resolution designating 16 June as a Day for the celebration of the African
child. Since 2008, the African Committee of Experts (ACERWC) has been vested
with the mandate of identifying themes for commemoration of the DAC. During its
21° Session, the Committee of Experts deliberated upon and adopted the theme “A
child friendly, quality, free and compulsory education for all children in Africa"
as the DAC theme for 2014. Sig antly, the theme.of 2014 DAC was drawn from
consultations with children i conducted with the help of
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