
DIRECTORATE OF INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION 

 

MEDIA ADVISORY 

Fourth Conference of African Ministers Responsible for Civil Registration 
and Vital Statistics 

 

INVITATION TO MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES 

WHAT:  African Ministers Responsible for Civil Registration to converge in 
Nouakchott to discuss the issue of Civil Registration and Vital 
Statistics in the continent.  

THEME:   “Accelerating a coordinated improvement of civil registration and vital 
statistics for implementation and monitoring of development agenda in 
Africa: Review of progress and the way forward” 

WHEN:   7- 8 December 2017 
 

WHERE:    Nouakchott,   Mauritania 

WHO:  Organised by the Department of Economic Affairs of the African 
Union Commission (AUC) in collaboration with the Government of 
the Islamic Republic of Mauritania.  

 
Objectives: The overall objective of the Fourth Conference of African Ministers 

Responsible for Civil Registration is to discuss possible ways of 
making strategic shifts to move the Africa Programme on 
Accelerated Improvement of Civil Registration and Vital Statistics 
Systems to the next level of maturity by taking stock of the 
Programme achievements so far and the challenges encountered.  

 
Specifically, the objectives will be to: 

(a) Contextualize the Africa Programme on Accelerated 

Improvement of Civil Registration and Vital Statistics Systems 

against the backdrop of the 2030 Agenda and Agenda 2063, in 

line with national development plans and international human 

rights instruments; 

(b) Identify key challenges in the implementation of the Africa 

Programme on Accelerated Improvement of Civil Registration 
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and Vital Statistics Systems at the regional and national levels 

and propose solutions; 

(c) Review the current tools and guidance provided under the Africa 

Programme on Accelerated Improvement of Civil Registration 

and Vital Statistics Systems and discuss possible corrective 

measures for improving programme delivery. 

WHY:  A complete and efficient Civil Registration and Vital Statistics (CRVS) 
system is essential for the implementation and monitoring of both the 
continental and the global agendas. A national identity system intrinsically 
linked to a well-functioning civil registration system identifies and 
recognizes every individual in the society but can also provide basic 
population data in a dynamic way at all administrative levels. A fully 
functional civil registration and vital statistics system forms the basis for 
answering these three basic questions about people: who, where and how 
many. Such basic information is crucial for planning and programme 
implementation at the local level. It also ensures that public services 
pertaining to education, health care and social grants reach the most 
vulnerable and marginalized populations. Collecting and disseminating real-
time cause-of-death information, which is acquired as part of the death 
registration process, can help to address many of the health and 
environment-related Sustainable Development Goals and targets, in 
particular those that require an emergency response. A civil registration and 
vital statistics system is, therefore, indispensable for the effective 
implementation of universal and inclusive policies and programmes, which 
in turn are essential to achieve the goals and targets of Agenda 2063 and  
the  2030 Agenda.  

 

Moreover, registration of vital events, whether directly or indirectly, helps to 
prove, establish, implement and realize many of the human rights embodied 
in international declarations. The right to be registered immediately after 
birth with a name and the right to acquire a nationality, pursuant to article 7 
of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, is an example of a human right 
that derives directly from civil registration. Similarly, article 6 of the African 
Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child provides that every child 
must be registered at birth and has the right to a name and a nationality. 
Civil registration also helps realize human rights, the exercise of which may 
depend on events having been registered, such as the right to vote, which 
is enshrined in article 21 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. At 
the fifty-third ordinary session of the African Commission on Human and 
Peoples’ Rights, member States were requested to take the necessary 
measures to strengthen their civil registration services to ensure the prompt 
registration of all births in their territory, without discrimination. 

 
Expected outcomes: The fourth session is expected to result in the following: 



(a) Improved understanding of the centrality of civil registration and vital 

statistics in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda and Agenda 

2063 and international human rights instruments; 

(b) Agreement on what strategic direction to take to revitalize the Africa 

Programme on Accelerated Improvement of Civil Registration and 

Vital Statistics Systems through a systematic review and improved 

coordination, monitoring and reporting; 

(c) Endorsement of the civil registration and vital statistics strategic plan 

for 2017-2021 and approval of the establishment of an African fund 

for the improvement of civil registration and vital statistics systems. 

BACKGROUND 
 
In, 2015  the continent  saw the adoption of Agenda 2063: The Africa We Want and the 

first Ten Year Implementation Plan (2014-2023). Agenda 2063 is Africa’s transformative 

development framework to achieve accelerated, sustained and inclusive economic 

growth that leads to sound, resilient and inclusive socioeconomic development on the 

continent in the next 50 years. 

Globally in September 2015, 193 Member States of the United Nations adopted General 

Assembly resolution 70/1, committing themselves to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development. The 2030 Agenda, which is rooted in universal rights and driven by the key 

principle of “leaving no one behind”, contains 17 Sustainable Development Goals and 

169 targets. It builds on the Millennium Development Goals, which expired in December 

2015. The Sustainable Development Goals are ambitious, universal and transformational, 

aimed at balancing economic growth, social development and environmental protection.  

In order to implement fully Agenda 2063 and the 2030 Agenda, establishing and 

maintaining a CRVS system is a non-negotiable imperative. The principles of universality 

of CRVS are upheld by the key mantra of Agenda 2030 – “leaving no one behind” and 

realization of human rights. 

 
Several challenges were encountered during the implementation of the Africa Programme 

on Accelerated Improvement of Civil Registration and Vital Statistics Systems at the 

regional and country levels. They can be divided into technical, logistical and 

administrative challenges. Some of the key challenges are discussed below.  

(a) In some countries, particularly in West and Central Africa, national leadership and 

ownership remain a challenge. 

(b) Coordination at national level among ministries, departments and development 

partners has not reached desired levels in many countries. 

(c) The coverage and quality of assessments and plans have not always met the 

standards required. For example, in some countries, the element on cause-of-



death information was missing completely. In most countries, the “as-is” and 

“would be” business process mappings were not carried out, resulting in 

inadequate strategies leading to the CRVS systems improvement vision. 

(d) There was not enough guidance on implementation, including on issues such as 

who should take the lead, where to start, how to start and what to prioritize.  

(e) At the recent experience-sharing workshops, a number of countries and regional 

civil registration and vital statistics senior advisers provided inputs about the 

shortcomings of the assessments and the planning tools and guidelines. 

(f) Establishing civil registration and vital statistics systems, with its multi-faceted 

nature, requires technical support in different areas, which cannot come from a 

single source, and which cannot come from one single kind of technical support. 

For example, technical support for the amendment of a law is completely different 

from the technical support needed to set up a cause-of-death system and cannot 

be provided by one consultant. There is very little in-country capacity available in 

such technical areas. 

(g) With civil registration and vital statistics gaining momentum in Africa, various 

donors and development partners have started showing interest and proposing 

funds for various technical aspects of civil registration and vital statistics systems, 

albeit with strings attached. While these kinds of donor interventions have on 

occasion helped the cause of APAI-CRVS, they have also occasionally proved 

counterproductive, diverting the attention of countries away from civil registration 

and vital statistics improvement processes. Countries that have shown leadership 

were able to bring together the individual interests of donors and advocate for a 

more integrated approach, or sourcing the already existing CRVS plan. Some 

countries managed to negotiate with donors to use part of the funds initially 

planned for national ID or health-related projects for assessment and planning 

leading to a systemic improvement of civil registration and vital statistics. 

(h) Most countries do not have a monitoring and evaluation system as a part of their 

civil registration and vital statistics plan. Only a few have systems for counting even 

the basic number of vital events registered and the rate of completeness of 

coverage cannot, therefore, be measured for most countries. 

(i) Lastly, the smooth implementation of the APAI-CRVS is hampered by a marked 

inadequacy of human and financial resources at the level of the secretariat. 

 
Journalists are invited to cover the Event on 7 to 8 December 2017 in Nouakchott,   
Mauritania.  
 
For media inquiries contact:  

Esther Azaa Tankou / Head of Information Division / E-mail: yamboue@africa-union.org  

For further information: Directorate of Information and Communication | African Union Commission I E-mail: 
DIC@african-union.org I Website: www.au.int I Addis Ababa | Ethiopia 
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Follow us –Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AfricanUnionCommission 

Twitter - @_Africanunion @AUEconomy  
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/AUCommission 
Learn more at: http://www.au.int 

 

https://webmail.africa-union.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=837d7d8ac732442989150fd3bb26b4f9&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2fAfricanUnionCommission
https://webmail.africa-union.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=837d7d8ac732442989150fd3bb26b4f9&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.youtube.com%2fAUCommission
https://webmail.africa-union.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=837d7d8ac732442989150fd3bb26b4f9&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.au.int

