
 

 
African Union Headquarters P.O. Box 3243, Roosevelt Street W21K19, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia                           au.int 

Tel: +251 (0) 11 551 77 00 Fax: +251 (0) 11 551 78 44 

 

INFORMATION & COMMUNICATION DIRECTORATE 

Media Advisory No:          Date: 10th Oct 2023 

Venue: Addis Ababa, Ethiopia   

 

Pan African Quality Infrastructure (PAQI) 10 Years Anniversary 
 

“PAQI Contribution in Accelerating AfCFTA Implementation” 
 

What: Pan African Quality Infrastructure (PAQI) 10 Years Anniversary Celebration  

When: 12 October 2023  | 9AM EAT / 8AM CAT  

 
Where: African Union Headquarters, Small Conference Hall -1  

Who: The opening session will be addressed by: 

• H.E Endalew Mekonen, State Minister- Ministry of Trade and Regional 
Integration, Ethiopia  

• H.E. Amb. Albert Muchanga, AU Commissioner for Economic 
Development, Trade, Tourism, Industry & Minerals 

• H.E Amb. Stephen Auer, German Embassy  

• Dr. Celestine O. Okanya, Chairperson, PAQI 

Background information. 
 
A National or Regional Quality Infrastructure is taken as the totality of the institutional 
framework including both the public and private sector that requires an establishment 
and implementation of  standardization, metrology (scientific, industrial and legal), 
accreditation, conformity assessment  services (inspection, testing, and product and 
system certification) and Market Surveillance  necessary to provide acceptable 
evidence that products and services meet defined requirements,  be it demanded by 
authorities (technical regulation) or the market place (contractually or inferred). Quality 
Infrastructure contributes to governmental policy objectives in areas including 
industrial development, trade competitiveness in global markets, efficient use of 
natural and human resources, food safety, health, the environment and climate 
change. 

 
Specific objectives:  
 

• Creating awareness for different stakeholders and showcasing the work of the 
PAQI and its contribution to Africa’s industrial development and AfCFTA 
Implementation. 

• Presenting PAQI joint projects supporting Member states’ contribution to 
elimination of trade technical barriers to trade. 

• Paving the way for collaboration and cooperation between PAQI Institutions and 
key stakeholders. 

• Increasing and stimulating enthusiasm, supporting investments and mobilizing 
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knowledge and resources for QI related projects; and 

• Raising awareness of Quality Infrastructure’s role in development to Policy 
makers 

 
For further information, please contact: 

Ms. Meaza Tezera | Department of Economic Development, Trade, Tourism, Industry and Mining | African Union 

Commission | E-mail: Meazat@africa-union.org | Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Information and Communication Directorate | African Union Commission | E-mail: DIC@africa-union.org 
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