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PRESS RELEASE

African Union Celebrates Border Day
Promoting borders as bridges, connecting the peoples of Africa for peace and stability

Addis Ababa, 07 June 2013: The African Union celebrated today the African Day of
Borders (Border Day), at the AU Headquarters in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

The AU Commissioner for Peace and Security, Ambassador Ramtane Lamamra,
presided over the event, and AUC officials, Ambassadors of AU Member States,
members of the Diplomatic Corps, the Regional Economic Communities (RECs),
experts on border issues, and other guests attended the event.

In his opening remarks, Ambassador Lamamra highlighted the importance of the AU
Border Program (AUBP). He said, “it is clear that the AUBP is an important step in the
commitment of the African Union to peace, security and integration. [Its historical role
is to help eradicate any tension at our borders and strengthen peaceful relations
between our countries. The effective implementation of the AUBP by all Member
States will help transcend boundaries as barriers to enhance their mission of bridges
for the benefit of states and populations concerned”.

The highlight of the event was the handover of border archives by the Ambassador
of Germany in Ethiopia, Ms. Lieselore Cyrus, on behalf of the Federal Republic of
Germany, to Ambassador Lamamra, in order to facilitate the implementation of the
resolution AHG/Res. 16(1) on Border Disputes between African States adopted in
Cairo in July 1964 by the Heads of State and Government of the OAU.
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On her part, while handing over the border archives, Ambassador Cyrus, stated that

“Borders are a priority for peace and security. This is why Germany has assisted the

AUBP since 2009 to swiftly move forward, demarcating more borders, then the
approximately 35 % of borders demarcated at present. With access to the historical
documents from the national archives from Germany such as treaties, laws, reports
and maps the delimitation of African Borders will be easier for the AU and its
Member States”.

The event was also marked by the official launch of AUBP guidebooks, facilitated
through German support, featuring lessons learnt and good practices gathered from
years of experience on delimitation and demarcation, creation and operation of
boundary commissions, promotion of cross-border cooperation and settlement of
border-related disputes startingfrom the era of the OAU to the AU. The books also
provide African Union Member States with practical guides and reference material
for all aspects of their border management.The series includes a collection of official
texts on African borders, which have been issued between 1963 and 2012. The
guidebooksare available in both English and French and constitute another
milestone of the cooperation between the AU Commission and Germany.

The event highlighted the existing achievements of the AUBP in promoting borders
as bridges — instead of barriers — and served as a platform to inform all African
countries and partners about the availability of the archives, as well as the
guidebooks, to serve the implementation of AUBP objectives.

This year, the celebration of the African Border Day takes place in the context of the
50th anniversary of the OAU-AU which is dedicated to the spirit of pan-Africanism
and African Renaissance.
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Note to the Editors

About AUBP

African Ministers in Charge of Border Issues adopted 7 June as a day to popularise
the importance of the AUBP in promoting peace, regional and continental
integration in Africa. The Programme has made significant progress through
initiating a survey of African Borders, promoting cross-border cooperation, actively
participating in the settlement of cross border disputes and building the capacity of
Member States.

The German Federal Government has a long history of cooperation with the AU. One
of the areas of cooperation is the German support to the AUBP, funded through the
German Federal Foreign Office and implemented by the Deutsche Gesellschaftfiir
Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH. Germany made available a budget
ofapproximately 25 Million Euro for the phase from 2008 to 2015, complemented by
1.1 MillionEuro co-financed by the British Commonwealth Foreign Office. In support
of this Programme, Germany has contributed significantly to the successful
demarcation of the border between Mali and Burkina Faso, which was completed in
2009. Additionally, Germany has contributed through the AUBP to the advancement
of the delimitation and demarcation of both land and maritime boundaries in several
East African countries, including Seychelles, Comoros, Tanzania, Mozambique,
Malawi, Zambia, Rwanda, Uganda, Senegal, Gambia and Guinea.

Media Contacts

Ms. Lulit Kebede
Communication Officer, Peace and Security Department
AU Commission

Tel:+ 251-911-211183/ 251 115 513822 Ext. 4257

German Embassy

Mrs Isabel Werle

First Secretary for Press and Political Affairs
Tel.: 00251 11 1235139 - Ext. 114

Fax: 00251 111235152

Email: info@addis-abeba.diplo.de
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