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COMEDAF VI: Experts Discuss Education Development in Africa, at Sixth
Ordinary Session of Conference of Ministers held in Yaoundé

Yaoundé, 24 April 2014 — African Experts in education kicked off on 22 April 2014, a
two-day brainstorming meeting at the Palais de Congres in Yaounde, Republic of
Cameroon, ahead of the Sixth Ordinary Session of the Conference of Ministers of
Education of the African Union (COMEDAF VI) scheduled to take place on 25 April
2014. The meeting of Senior Officials was preceded on 21 April 2014 by the African
Union Education Partners Meeting that grouped over 40 partner institutions co-chaired
by Dr. Abdul-Hakim Elwear, Director for Human Resources Science and Technology
and of Dr. Klaus-Ludwig Keferstein, Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany in
Yaoundé. The partners discussed how to coordinate their respective support in order to
strengthen the education capacities in Africa.

Addressing the opening ceremony of the Education Senior Officials Meeting, the
Minister of Basic Education of the Republic of Cameroon, Mrs. Youssouf Hadidja Alim,
thanked the African Union Commission for coordinating the meeting. She. noted that as
the end date for the 2"* Decade of Education for Africa and Education for All is
approaching, there is need to urgently mobilize collective resources of the Member
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States to achieve the priorities. The Minister emphasized on the importance of training
and skills development for effective employment of the youth, focusing on concrete
proposals an recommendations to improve the continental policy in training and
education. Minister Hadidja urged the senior officials to produce relevant and useful
recommendations in order to make appropriate contributions to the state of Education in
Africa.

Speaking  earlier, Dr.
Hakim, expressed
appreciations to the host
government for their cordial
reception and hospitality.
The AU Director for HRST
noted that several
education development
agencies were invited to

— ! : et - attend the senior officials
meeting, following the successful meeting of the AU Education Partners meeting. He
further presented the AU vision on education under the African Agenda 2063. “Bridging
gaps and creating synergies in education policies in Africa is an essential part of the
agenda towards the post 2015 Development Agenda” he noted.

On the other hand, Dr Brigit Okpa
on behalf of Dr MacJohn Nwaobiala,
Permanent secretary of the Federal
Ministry of Education of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria and the outgoing
Chair of COMEDAF V, pointed out
the necessity to provide continual
< support to teacher development to
\ contribute to sustainable growth and

development in  Africa. She

underlined  Africa’s need for

teachers to train students with the

view to become globally competitive.
- She mentioned the Pan African
~ University (PAU) as an example of
success in Higher Education and the
acceleration of quality education in
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Presenting the Africa Agenda 2063, the Director for HRST recalled that the 22"
Ordinary Session of the Summit of Heads of States and Government of the AU in
January 2014 considered the Framework of Agenda 2063, and requested the AU
Commission to finalize the same for submission in July 2014 Summit, after discussion
with stakeholders. He added that, Agenda 2063 is a strategic framework and a call for
action to all segments of African society to work together to build a common future and
destiny. It requires the engagement of the full energies and creativity of all Africans with
the main drivers of this process being identified as good governance, policy and legal
environment, human and institutional capacity, responsible and efficient private sector
and media. “It also requires building Pan-African values and work ethics at all levels” ,
he noted.

The Expert’'s meeting featured presentation and discussions of the COMEDAF V held in
April 2012 in Abuja, Nigeria; the progress report on the implementation of the Plan of
Action for the Second Decade of Education by Dr. Beatrice Njenga, Head of Education
Division of the African Union; and the progress and Implementation of the Pan African
University by Professor Ogol, Focal Officer the Pan African University (PAU) at the AU
Commission among others.

Representatives from AU Member States participated in the meeting including the
following specialized institutions of the African Union: Centre International des Filles et
des Femmes en Afrique (CIEFFA), ACALAN, New Partnership for African Development
(NEPAD) and some civil society organizations notably, the Africa Network Campaign on
Education for All (ANCEFA); Education International (El) and Africa Forum of Teaching
Regulatory Authorities (AFTRA).

The following partner agencies attended the meeting: United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO), United Nations Children's Fund
(UNICEF), the Association of African Universities (AAU), AVU, AFTRA, the Association
for the Development of Education in Africa (ADEA), African Council for Distance
Education (ACDE), Centre for Mathematics and Technology Education in Africa
(CEMASTEA), International Task Force for Teachers on EFA, Education International,
EU Delegation to the AU and African Development Bank (ADB).

Media contact:

Esther Azaa Tankou, Directorate of Information and Communication, African Union
Commission, E-mail: yamboue@africa-union.org / esthertankou@yahoo.com.
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