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The event is being organized by the United Nation Office of the Special Adviser on Africa
(UN-OSAA) together with the sponsoring partners: AUC, NEPAD Agency, UNEP, AfDB,
UNECA, UN-OHRLLS, UN-DPI, UNDP, Government of the State of Sao Paulo Brazil, the
united Republic of Tanzania, and Tunisia.

The Side Event will provide a platform to discuss and identify opportunities, gaps, and
challenges for advancing a green economy transition in Africa tailored to its specific
development needs The event will consider national experiences; socio-economic
development strategies and policies; skills, human institutional capacities; means of
implementation; and critical issues and challenges that countries face, and possible ways
to address them.

Promoting inclusive green growth and building a green economy is about ensuring quality
of growth and enabling the transition to sustainable development pathway in Africa. Over
the last decade the African continent has experienced rapid economic growth. However,
this growth has been uneven across sub-regional countries and sectors. African Least
Developed Countries (LDCs), Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs), and Small
Island Developing States (SIDS) continue to be confronted with persistent poverty and
high unemployment while the resource basis for many productive sectors faces
increasingly the consequences of climate change, desertification, deforestation, soil
erosion and loss of biodiversity. Further, political instability and conflicts throughout the
continent exacerbate the severity of poverty and climate change impacts on population.
In this context, there is an urgent need to maintain the continents’ recent economic
momentum, while ensuring that Africa’s growing population benefits from development in
a sustainable manner and reducing the vulnerability to current and emerging
environmental and socio-economic risks.

Over the past three years, analytical work and reports in green economy and green
growth by various regional and multilateral agencies and various international research
institutions have demonstrated that the green economy can be a means - perhaps one of
the most important drivers - to achieve sustainable development.



Participants: United Nations Members States, UN system agencies and other international
development partners, private sector and civil society representatives.

Journalists are invited to attend and cover the event on 18 June 2012 from 13:30 to 15:00
at T-3, Rio-Centro, in Rio De Janeiro, Brazil.

More information on:
http://www.uneca.org/eca_programmes/sdd/events/Rio20
www.au.int/rio20

http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/

Media contacts:

UNECA Mr. Aloysius E. Fomenky;  AFOMENKY @uneca.org
AfDB Mr. Chawki Chahed; C.CHAHED@AFDB.ORG
AUC Mr. Molalet Tsedeke; molalett@africa-union.org
UNEP Mr. Serge Bounda; Serge.Bounda@unep.org

UNDP Mr. Dereje Melaku; Dereje.melaku@undp.org




