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PRESS RELEASE N. 41/21st AU SUMMIT 

 

AFRICAN LEADERS SIGN DECLARATION OF OAU/AU 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

 

Addis-Ababa, 27 May 2013 – The African Union Heads of State and Government (AU), 

solemnly signed on Sunday in Addis Ababa (Ethiopia), during their 21th Summit, the 

declaration of the fiftieth anniversary of the OAU/AU. 

African leaders reaffirmed in this declaration, their commitment to the Pan-Africanism 

ideals and Africa aspiration for "greater unity". They also reaffirmed their 

"determination" to build an integrated, a prosperous and peaceful Africa driven by its 

citizens and representing a dynamic force, including those of equality between men and 

women and a union of peoples. 

AU Member States reaffirmed their " unflinching believe " in their common destiny, 

Shared Values and commit to the development of the African identity; the celebration of 

unity in diversity and the institution of the African citizenship. As part of advancing the 

African identity, they will promote and harmonize the teaching of African history in all 

schools and educational institutions in Africa. 

They also confirmed the commitment to Africa’s political, social and economic 

integration agenda, and in this regard speed up the process of realizing the objectives of 

the African Economic Communities (RECs), and undertake steps towards the 

construction of a united and integrated Africa.  

Building on existing commitments and instruments, AU Member States undertake in 

particular the speedy implementation of the Continental Free Trade Area, free movement 

of people and goods, with focus on integrating local and regional markets, and they 

realize progress on the construction of a united Africa through the implementation of 

their common continental governance, democracy and human rights frameworks and 

move with speed towards the integration and merger of the RECs as the building blocks 

of the Union. 
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 Africa Union Heads of State and Governments have expressed their "determination to 

achieve the goal of a conflict-free Africa to make peace a reality for all African people 

and to clear the continent of wars, civil conflicts, human rights violations, humanitarian 

disasters and violent conflicts." 

The leaders of Africa pledge to articulate the above ideals and goals in the context of 

developing the Continental Agenda 2063, through a people-driven process for the 

realization of their vision for an integrated, people-centred, prosperous Africa at peace 

with itself. 

 

For more information, please visit the website: www.au.int  

 

Notes to the Editor  
 

Proclamation of the African Union Executive Council adopted at the 23rd Ordinary 

Session of the African Union Executive Council, held 19-23 May 2013. This statement is 

adopted by the 21st Ordinary session of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government 

of the African Union, Addis Ababa, 26
th

 May 2013. 
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Follow us on: 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AfricanUnionCommission 

Youtube: http://www.youtube.com/AUCommission 

Flicker : http://www.flickr.com/photos/africanunioncommission 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/_AfricanUnion 
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