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AU COMMEMORATES THE 17TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE RWANDA GENOCIDE
‘Upholding the truth; preserving our dignity’

Addis Ababa, 07 April 2011 – The African Union Commission (AUC) today, Thursday 7 April 2011, commemorated the 17th Anniversary of the Rwanda genocide at its headquarters in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.  

Organized by the Department of Political Affairs of the AUC, in collaboration with the authorities of the Rwanda Government, the commemoration event was attended by Commissioners of the AUC, Ambassadors of Member States, members of the diplomatic corps, representatives of religious institutions, international organizations and the Rwandese community. 
Chairing the event, Mr. Salah S. Mohmmed, a Human Rights Expert from the Department of Political Affairs of the AUC initiated the event with the lighting of a candle as symbolic to the commemoration.  

Mrs. Julia Dolly Joiner, Commissioner for Political Affairs began her speech by stating that “this annual commemoration at the African Union Headquarters of the Rwandan Genocide affords us an opportunity to mark our collective resolve not only to assist Rwanda come to terms with the consequences of its dreadful past and continue to engage the appropriate measures to live with the present, but perhaps and more importantly, to give all Rwandan citizens sufficient grounds to hope for future". 

The Commissioner said, “the African Continent today is not only grappling with finding lasting solutions to long-lasting conflicts in Somalia and the Sudan but also truly explosive situations that need immediate attention”. “No doubt”, she underlined, “those events in Rwanda still reverberate in our conscience as we stand witness to the unfortunate events in both Libya and the Ivory Coast”. 
Mrs. Joiner then spoke of the challenges that Africa currently faces on finding permanent solutions to other conflicts particularly Somalia and the Sudan. The Commissioner further reiterated on the AU’s commitment to take strong actions in countries affected by genocide or internal conflict: a resolve, which is emphasized in the decision of the 2nd Ordinary Session of the Executive Council, held in March 2003 in N’Djamena, Chad that committed Africa never to condone any acts of genocide on the continent. 

“If we must say “Never Again” then we must make every effort to go beyond the talk, and meaningfully embrace the novel concepts and ideologies fashioned by the African Union and its predecessor, the Organization of Africa Unity. We should be prepared to tackle the root causes of conflicts and political ineptitude in Africa. For the African Union to be of relevance, it must be solution-oriented even as we continue dialoging and adopting resolutions and decisions”, she added.  
Mr. Joseph Nsengimana, the Ambassador of the Republic of Rwanda in Ethiopia, forwarded his appreciation on behalf of the government and the people of the Republic of Rwanda for the AU’s initiative of holding the annual commemoration of the Rwandan Genocide of 1994. He underlined that the presence of all the attendees shows the strong solidarity and support in this difficult period of sorrow and remembrance. 
He recalled the genocide that happened 17 years ago and added that ‘‘we are here to commemorate, not a day but an event, a very tragic event in the history of our country.’’ He stressed on the need to strive for the preservation of the new found unity and dignity that those committing the genocide sought to destroy but failed. 

The Ambassador then outlined the success that the country has registered in security, political, economic and social sectors since the genocide. He attributed the achievements to the leadership of President Paul Kagame and the determination of all Rwandans. Mr. Nsengimana concluded by applauding friends of Rwanda, partners and the international community for assisting the country realize its development goals. 

Marking the event were prayers and songs. A short documentary film was shown giving a description of the genocide and its effects on the country. In the documentary film, it was emphasized that education plays a key role in the reconciliation and rehabilitation of Rwandan communities. 
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