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Distinguished participants, Ladies and gentlemen,

First of all let me take this opportunity to congratulate the organizers on their achievements and the Yeha Natural Resources Management Institute for allowing us to commemorate this year's Africa Environment day in their premises.

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is a universal truth that Forests play a vital role for the survival of mankind. Covering one third of the earth's land mass, Forests provide tremendous ecological, economic, social, cultural and health benefits for more 1.6 billion forest-dependent populations. 'However in spite of their benefits global deforestation continues at an alarming rate - 13 million hectares of forest are destroyed annually. In Africa 35 out of 53 countries are facing deforestation and forest degradation as one of the first environmental challenges they are combating. The trend shows that increasing population, rapid urbanization and industrialization, lack of effective environmental governance schemes will continue to aggravate the situation if not halted or minimized.

Hence, given the above facts, the need for developing strategies where forests and related sectors are given due attention, political commitment and investment is inevitable for sustainable development.

Thus taking into consideration the key role forests play in building a greener, more equitable, sustainable future, the UN General Assembly has proclaimed 2011 as the International Year of Forests (IYF).The proclamation calls upon governments, the United Nations system, NGOs, CSOs, the private sector and the public to work together and deliver under the theme, "Celebrating Forests for People". The overall objective is to raise awareness and strengthen the sustainable management, conservation and sustainable development of all types of forests for the benefit of current and future generations.

It is with this sprit that addressed the call by highlighting the role of Forests for sustainable development in the context of Green Economy. Currently MEP has identified key strategic intervention areas in the forestry and related sectors to enable nations for effective transformation towards a Green Economy. To mention some:

· Catalyzing the discussion on the role of forests in a Green Economy;

· Strengthening the knowledge foundations around forest ecosystem functioning;

· Supporting the application of an ecosystem management approach to forests;

· Working with all stakeholders for effective policy and strategy change; and

· Advocating transformation paths and green investments.

The recently launched Green Economy Report, "Towards a Green Economy: Pathways to Sustainable Development and Poverty Eradication", spearheaded by UNEP's Green Economy Initiative (GEO, presents the case for greening the forest sector by assessing the gap between business as usual in the forest sector and the role of the sector in a green economy. The report:, highlights the opportunities forests provide for sustainable green growth, and calls upon decision makers and business leaders to take decisive action and increased environmental investments to promote sustainable economic growth, decent job creation and poverty reduction. As way forward the report emphasizes that International and national negotiations of a REDD+ regime may be the best current opportunity to facilitate the management transition of forests, fulfilling their potential contribution to a green economy.

Ladies and gentlemen,

As we have gathered here today, to commemorate Africa Environment day, under the theme," Forests for Sustainable Development" we have to use this platform to pass the message and urge partners to collaborate as well take into consideration the role forests can play to embrace green economy to ensure sustainable development,

Discussions and dialogues should identify solutions and way forwards on how to make sustainable forest management among other agendas central to the objectives Rio+20 in 2012. We are in the process of preparing for the Rio+20 conference which will be dealing on topics like how to renew political commitment for sustainable development, to assess progress made and gaps in implementation since the first Rio Conference, and address new and emerging challenges.

Thus such events and consultations, in addition to serving as advocacy and awareness platforms, should serve as a means to compile inputs for international negotiations from all relevant stakeholders and sectors.

Thank you very for your attention.











