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Honourable Tadesse Haile, Sraie Minister for Inclustry aned Chairmean of the

Netional Authority of the Federal Democratic Republic of Lithiopia

[1.E. the Dean of the Diplomatic Corps

Distinguished Permanent Rep resentatives

Your Excellencies,

Distinguished Guests, Dear Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen

On behall of the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons |
warmly welcome you all to this Tenth Regional Mecting ol National
Authoritics in Africa and 1 also thank the African Union Commission for
hosting this important meeting. We arc most grateful for the excellent
arransements and hospitality which we have received sinee our arrival
here in Addis Ababa. Alrica’s political capital.

| also thank vou Honourable Tadesse Haile. State Minister for Industry
and Chairman of the National Authority of the Federal Demaocratic
Republic of Ethiopia, for taking time off vour busy schedule o jon us
todav. 1 [lurther  acknowledge the presence ol the  Permanent
Representatives and members of the diplomatic corps present here this
marning and also thank our participants who have travelled from all over
the continent Lo atiend this meeting.

W warmly welceme the Republic of Cape Verde which is participating
far the (irst time, We hope vou find this meeting useful in paving the way
[orward towards vour formal designation or cstablishment of country’s
National Autherity and its focal point. It is crucial for the implementation
of the Convention that there is a specific contact point in cach Member
Srate whe will take the relevant provisions [orward. We also look
lorward 1o participants from Cape Verde laking an active part, i the near
future. in activitics organised by the Secretariat.

Ladies and Genilemen

4. Regional meetings organised for MNational Authoritics like the one we

have here today were designed by the Technical Secretarial (I'S) of the
OPCW Lo provide, annually. a forum for National Authoritics o conler
and share experiences with one another and also with the stalT ol the TS,
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These meetings have now become an important medium lor States
Partics in the region to present their needs for assistance in rclation to
their pending obligations and for them to indicate what assistance they
can olfer 1o other States Parties in the region. They also provide an ideal
platform for States Partics to confer with the Technical Sceretariat stall
in identilving what lurther steps. if any, cach State Party needs to take in
order to implement its pending obligations under the Convention while
also enabling the Sceretariat determine how it may  cnhance the
assislunce it provides 1o States Parties in the region.

Since the [irst meeting, which was held in Khartoum in 2003 and which
was allended by twenty five (25) sponsored participants. the Adrnice
regional meetings have grown in impoertance and size (o beccome an
intcgral part of the vearly calendars of both National Authoritics and the
Technical Seerctariat given their usefulness. As their uselulness gained
oround so have States Parties” interests in these mectings and as a result
the Scerctarial currently sponsors annually two thirds ol the National
Authoritics in the continent to enable them participate in annual
mectings.  The presence of forty cight (48) participants [rom forly one
(413 National Authoritics at this year's meeting illustrates this point and
hears testimony to the importance African National Authorities atlach Lo
this mecting.

Over the last fow yvears many African States Partics have witnessed a
revival of their efforts as well as a new commitment to ensuring the
speedy adoption of their national implementation legislation and other
obligations, This has been spurred in part by the increascd outreach
activitics conducted under the auspices of the OPCW's Programme 1o
Strengthen Cooperation with Africa on the CWC. which was mstituted in
2007 1o respond to the region’s particular needs. Under the auspices of
the Proaramme the Scerctarial provides additional technical support o
Alrica. most of which is made possible by voluntary contributions.

Another commendable development in recent years 1s the sharp rise in
the number of participants from the region who take part in the training
and capacity building activitics organised by the OPCW. A number ol
National Authoritics are also undertaking domestic outreach at their own
mitiative. These have resulted in the strengthening of the capacities ol the
National  Authorities towards taking (ull control of all national
implementation efforts. In addressing current challenges the Sccretariat
continues. among others. to work closely with National Authorities o
lind sustainable solutions where neither the lacilities provided by the
Seeretariat nor established practices are able to offer remedies.




Ladies and Gentlemen
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While the majority of African States Parties continue (o make
commendable progress in the ellicient [unctioning ol their National
Authoritics a look at the pace of the implementation is not as reassuring,
Currently out of the 50 Alrican Slatcs Partics 22 have informed the
OPCW that they have adopted legislative or administrative measures 1o
implement  the  Convention.  Another cleven (11) have national
implementing legislation in place, Bight States Partics meanwhile have
neither made an Article VII (3) submission nor indicated that they have
commenced dralting implementing legislation. These are clear indicators
that 4 lot remains to be done o ensure that the continent is secure from
the risk that chemical weapons and the threats that its re-cmergence,
pose.

We recognise the challenges that governments and National Authoritics
in Alvica lace but in order lor the CWC to be effective it 15 incumbent
upon all States Parties o implement fully its provisions. Only in this way
can we ensure that there is an international deterrent o the use of
chemical weapons and Lhat transfers ol chemicals do not serve prohibited
purposcs but create o conducive environment lor the peacelul use of
chemistry o prosper, and thus enhancing the role ol chemisury 1o the
ceonomic growth ol the continent.

As we deliberate over the next three days on how best regional and sub-
reoional institutions on the continent can support sovernments  and
National Authoritics to realise. at the carliest, all relevant obligations
under the Convention. | would like to urge all participants to contribute
(o the recommendations that will be put forth at the end ol this meeting
by taking an active part in all deliberations.

[ also urge all participants to use the opportunity provided by this
mecting Lo identify interventions which will redress the bottleneeks
impeding their work,  Here in the political capital ol Alrica and at this
historie nstitution where all our governments are engaged in promoting
couperztion and fostering integration, we have the perleet opportunity to
tap into the structures. resources, knowledge, skills and cxperience of the
Alvican Union and its  subregional institutions o support  the
implementation ol the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC), The
resource persons from the African Union and its Regional Leonomic
Communitics (RECs) and regional mechanisms (RMs). which are all
represented here, as well as the stalt of the Technical Scerctariat ol the
OPCW are all at vour disposal over the next three days. Please make the




best use of them. The Secretariat stands ready to facilitate new [orms of
assistance where relevant 1o ensure that National Authoritics 1n the
region realise their obligations in full without undue further delays, One
such new initiative is the National Authority Mentorship Programme
which the Secretarial is currently piloting.

Your Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, Dear Participants, Ladies and
Gentlemen

12, Currently Africa 1s home to hall ol the States that are not party to the

Convention. | entreat the African Union and its alliliated institutions as
well as all Alrican States Partics, donors and collaborators to sparc no
cltort to bring on board the remaining four States which are not Party to
the Convention in Alrica, Alrican economics continue 1o expand with
inflows of new capital and technologies for industrial enterprises,
including the chemical industry. Conscquently. the region’s share of the
trade in chemicals continues W increase significantly. As new industries
are sel up Member States will have an important role to monitor these
activitics 1o ensure that they are not mis-used for purposes prohibited by
the Convention. It is only when all countries in Alvica are party 1o the
Convention that ensuring that chemical weapons and the threats posed by
the spiralling trade in chemicals in the region, are contamed.

I closing. let me thank all the National Authorities here represented.
including the host country, for the work that vou have done so [ar and for
the support vou continue to provide to the Secretariat, et us all take
back home with us a renewed sense ol urgeney and up the tempo ol the
work that nceds to be done in cach of our Member States Lo [ully
implement the Convention when we return,. With vour  continued
dedication [ am optimistic that significant progress will be recorded in
the coming months.

| thank vou for vour attention.



