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Second Retreat of the Panel of the Wise 

with Similar Regional Mechanisms

11-12 April 2013 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Institutionalizing the Pan-African Network of the Wise (PanWise):

Contribution to Pan-Africanism and African Renaissance
DRAFT PROGRAMME

Thursday, 11 April 2013
09:00
OPENING CEREMONY: 
H.E. Amb. Ramtane Lamamra, Commissioner, Peace & Security Department: General introductory and welcoming remarks (7mns)

Dr. Salim A. Salim, Panel of the Wise (5 mns)

Amb. Joram M. Biswaro, Ambassador of Tanzania to the AU and Ethiopia, Chair of the Peace and Security Council for April 2013 (5mns)
10:30
Group photograph and Coffee Break

10:45
MAPPING THE PEACE AND SECURITY SITUATION IN AFRICA IN THE CONTEXT OF THE OAU-AU ANNIVERSARY: 
On the eve of the Golden Jubilee of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) and the African Union this introductory session is designed to enable delegates to benefit from the perspectives of key decision-makers, academics and practitioners on the current peace and security situation on the continent with a focus on the most pressing and grave situations and the efforts being taken at continental and regional levels to prevent, manage and resolve them. This session is also structured to provide speakers and delegates with an opportunity to share their views and reflect on emerging threats to peace and security on the continent. It should also be noted that this session will allow for a more participatory approach by the AU Panel of the Wise and Similar Mechanisms at the RECs, the Union’s High-Level Representatives and Special Envoys, the Friends of the Panel, and mediators and institutions engaged in mediation activities at local/community level in their “horizon scanning” function. Guiding questions include:

· What is the current situation of peace and securities on the African continent/What are the most serious and pressing challenges to peace and security on the continent?

· What are regional organisations doing to respond to these and to prevent them from escalating?

· What are the emerging threats to peace and security in Africa? Threats will include election-related disputes; justice and national reconciliation; trans-national terrorism and organized crime; the third wave of democratization in Africa in the context of the Northern African popular uprisings; the impact of conflicts on women and children, and others.

Moderator: 
Amb. Bethuel Kiplagat, Committee of Elders of COMESA
Speaker: 
Ambassador Ramtane Lamamra, AU Commissioner for Peace and Security “the Peace and Security Landscape”
Open Discussion
12:45
Group Lunch

14:30
EXPERIENCE SHARING AND LESSONS LEARNED ON CONFLICT PREVENTION AND MEDIATION ACTIVITIES

This session will share and reflect upon recent experiences of conflict prevention efforts by the AU Panel of the Wise and Similar Mechanisms at the RECs, the Union’s High-Level Representatives and Special Envoys, the Friends of the Panel, and mediators and institutions engaged in mediation activities at local/community level. The focus will be on lessons learned from recent practical collaboration among these institutions and actors with a view to informing the modalities of PanWise. Speakers and participants will have an opportunity to share their experiences of mediating highly complex matters such as those involving impunity, justice and accountability, national reconciliation, unconstitutional changes of government and violence against women and children in the context of armed conflicts.

Guiding questions

1. What are the most important dimensions of your conflict prevention activities and what do you consider the most important lessons learned from these activities? 

2. How is your role and function defined vis-à-vis the conflict parties and to what extent is it affected by the type of issue under mediation?

3. How do you link your activities to those of other conflict prevention and mediation actors (the AU Panel of the Wise and Similar Mechanisms at the RECs, the Union’s High-Level Representatives and Special Envoys, the Friends of the Panel, and mediators and institutions engaged in mediation activities at local/community level)?

Moderator: 

Amb Soad Shalaby, Committee of Elders, COMESA 

Speakers: 
Mme Mary-Chinery-Hesse, “the importance of collaboration in conflict prevention phase: the AU-RECs Joint preventive diplomacy missions”

Hon. Elizabeth Alpha-Lavalie, Council of the Wise, ECOWAS

Dr. Paulo Tjipilica, Chairperson of the African Ombudsman and Mediators Association, Provedor De Justicia de Angola

Dr. Mustafa Y. Ali, Secretary General, African Council of Religious Leaders – Religions for Peace, Kenya

Open Discussion

16:30 
PanWise AS A CONTRIBUTION TO PAN-AFRICANISM AND THE AFRICAN RENAISSANCE: MODALITIES FOR THE FUNCTIONING OF THE PanWise AND THE PanWise JOINT PLAN OF ACTION: PLENARY ROUNDTABLE 

This session will comprise an initial round table presentation by the AU Panel of the Wise Secretariat and invited speakers on the PanWise framework and the PanWise Plan of Action in line with the conclusions and recommendations of the June 2012 Ouagadougou Retreat. This plenary session is designed to open up the debate on the modalities of PanWise, to be followed in day two by  break-out sessions which will allow for delegates’ further exploration, refinement and input to the modalities of functioning of the PanWise and brainstorm ideas on a Joint Work Programme. 

Guiding questions

1. How can PanWise contribute to strengthening the ability of continental, regional and individual mediation/ conflict prevention actions more efficiently overcome obstacles to their action, whether in conflict prevention missions (good offices, fact finding, conciliation, confidence-building) or mitigation and resolution (mediation, negotiation)?

2. How can PanWise strengthen formal and informal linkages so that all institutions and actors can in a more predictably way join forces to give their actions a stronger level of authority, legitimacy and influence?

Moderator: 

Ms. Marie Madeleine Kalala-Ngoy 

Speakers: 
Dr. Joao Porto, Independent Consultant, Visiting Professor, Addis Ababa University

Mme Brigalia Bam, “2008- 2013: AU –RECs lessons learned in pre-election assessments missions: Beyond Election Observation”

Hon. Betty Bigombe, Committee of Elders, COMESA

18:00

Closing 

19:00
Cocktail Reception at the Sheraton Hotel 
Friday, 12 April 2013
09:15
MODALITIES FOR THE FUNCTIONING OF THE PanWise: WORKING GROUP SESSION 1

In this first “Working Group Session”, delegates will be divided into three parallel groups which will focus on specific themes (as indicated below), in order to explore, refine and input to the modalities of the functioning of the PanWise. The three working groups will discuss their themes under the cross-cutting issue of linkages – how best to link the AU Panel of the Wise and Similar Mechanisms at the RECs, the Union’s High-Level Representatives and Special Envoys, the Friends of the Panel, and mediators and institutions engaged in mediation activities at local/community level.

The Rapporteurs will capture all contributions made during the break-out sessions, and compile and circulate a draft “Modalities for the functioning of the PanWise” and a draft “PanWise Joint Work Programme/Plan of Action” for consideration by all involved institutions and actors.

Working Group 1: 
PanWise – The policy dimension 

Moderator: 

Dr. Vasu Gounden, ACCORD
· Strategic orientation on conflict prevention and peacemaking 

· Coordination of national, regional and continental efforts in the context of APSA

· Policy harmonization of mediation approaches on the continent and with partners

· Awareness raising and guardianship of institutional norms in light of conflict prevention and peacemaking activities
· Discuss membership, leadership arrangements of PanWise

· Recommend practical work plan suggestions for the above 

Working Group 2: 
PanWise – The practice dimension

Moderator: 
Prof. Dr. Ulf Engel, University of Leipzig / Addis Ababa University
· On-going contact and communication / retreats

· Joint missions

· Collaborative research on thematic research and ‘horizon scanning’

· Coordination between Panels and other APSA Pillars
· Recommend practical work plan suggestions for the above

Working Group 3: 
PanWise – Knowledge management and lessons learnt 

Moderator: 
Dr. Yahia Zoubir and Joao Porto
· Knowledge management frameworks and their application

· Documenting lessons learnt and best practice (case studies)

· Joint training and capacity-building initiatives
· Recommend Practical work plan suggestions for the above.

11:00

Coffee break

11:30

Working Groups reports to Plenary 


Chair: Dr. Khabele Matlosa, UNDP
Rapporteur Working Group 1: PanWise – The policy dimension (Vasu)
Rapporteur Working Group 2: PanWise – The practice dimension (Ulf)
Rapporteur Working Group 3: PanWise – Knowledge management and lessons learnt (Dr. Yahia Zoubir)
Discussions

13:00
Lunch aureate and expert in international peace mediation, diplomacy and postbuilding
14:30
REVIEW OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS AND THE WAY FORWARD/ REVIEW OF THE JOINT AU-RECS COMMUNIQUÉ AND FINAL FRAMEWORK/ DRAFT ASSEMBLY DECISION

Moderator: 

Dr. Soad Shalaby, Committee of Elders of COMESA
Speakers: 

Amb. John Tesha 

Dr. Khabele Matlosa 

Dr. Joao Porto 

15:30

CLOSING CEREMONY

Statements:
H.E. Amb. Ramtane Lamamra, Commissioner, Peace & Security
Amb. Joram M. Biswaro, Ambassador of Tanzania to the AU and Ethiopia, Chair of the Peace and Security Council for April 2013 (5mns)
Dr. Salim A. Salim, Panel of the Wise (5 mns)

16:30

END OF THE RETREAT
/fm
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