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PROTOCOLS

It is a privilege for me to address the Executive Council at this
Special Summit of the African Union on HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis and
Malaria. | wish to express my gratitude to the Government and People of
the Federal Republic of Nigeria for the initiative of hosting this important
Summit and for the hospitality-extended-to_all participants. | would also
like to take this opportunity to_ex personal_appreciation to H.E

n jits pational, continental and international agendas. Three\specia
summits were convened and commitments adoptediin Abuja, Nideri
DS, TB and Malaria with AWA driving the African leadership.
These were subsequently turned into actions at national level, with the
commendable support of the international community. The diseases had
declared as a state of emergency and a threat to security in Afri

— sad Yo note that these concerns are still very pertinent today.

only 50000 a decad

problem with“nearly ka

60% of TB estimated-are-detected;-notified and treated. Malaria mortality
in Africa has fallen on the average by more than 33% and in some
countries by about 50% since 2000. Indeed we are moving towards
achieving universal access to HIV/AIDS, TB and Malaria services as
envisaged in the Abuja Call 2006, and | am happy to note that some of
our Member States may achieve universal access by 2015.
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However, we still have many battles to fight. Like any other war
situation, success should not be followed by complacency. Africa should
be more vigilant and improve on its performance, reduce chances of
new infections and ensure universal access to HIV, TB and Malaria
services. Health is a fundamental right to which every citizen is entitled.
As leaders, we have an obligation to make this a reality. The AIDS, TB
and Malaria response is a long-term-inve ent, as millions of Africans
will need access to-preventiqn catment™Rrogrammes for their

ies. We_need to-pgfovide national innovatiwe solutions to '

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, P.O. Box: 3243, Tel.: (251-11) 5513 822, Fax: (251-11) 5519 32 Email: africa50@africa-union.org



