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Distinguished Experts,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

First of all I wish to welcome you to Addis Ababa and to the African Union Commission and to thank you for accepting our invitation to participate in this important meeting of experts on e-health and telemedicine. I hope that you are enjoying the hospitality and I thank the team that has worked tirelessly to ensure that the meeting is held. 

Indeed, we cannot under estimate the role played by ICTs for health in speeding up progress towards achievement of MDGs, equitable access to health services through strengthening primary healthcare, disease surveillance, data management and reporting as well as pandemic alert and public awareness.  The rapid expansion of ICT and the opportunity it presents for innovation, as well as for the benefit of improving health outcomes, accountability and measuring results in all areas of health.
Although ICT is a new venture, Africa has not yet fully took advantage of it; a lot has been done to raise awareness.  The endorsement by the Executive Council of the CAMH4 recommendation to develop e-health frameworks for Africa shows the important commitment by our leaders to achieve health related MDGs. The AU Commission is convening this expert meeting today in order to   develop a plan for the harmonization of e-health and telemedicine in Africa. 

Distinguished Experts,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Your presence and participation indicates the importance you have given to this subject and to supporting the AU Commission in its efforts to address ill health on the continent.  I thank you for your commitment.

The agenda put forward for our deliberations today and tomorrow is timely in view of the fact that there is need to put an end to the current rhetoric that « Africa is not on track to achieve the MDGs , Africa bears the highest burden of disease, Africa has the least health workforce , etc.». 

The African Union has not been passive about the issues surrounding the health of Africa’s people – Africa’s Health Strategy and Health Information Management System is a good example thereof.  A number of strategies; plans of action and initiatives directly or indirectly related with ICT for health have been developed and supported by the AU and its NEPAD Coordinating and Planning Agency in collaboration with our partners. 

The AU Conference of Ministers of Health during their 4th Ordinary Session held in May 2009 under the theme, « Universal Access to Quality Health Services: Improve Maternal and Child Health » considered a paper on the ‘Overview of e-health and telemedicine in Africa » and made specific recommendations for the harmonization of all existing initiatives on the continent. 

In 2007, in Lisbon the Africa-EU joint strategy was adopted and in its first action plan 2008-2010, eight (8) partnerships were identified two of which have specific priorities on the promotion of ICT for health these are: the Partnership on MDGs and the one on Science, Information Society and Space.

In 2005 The AUC adopted the Pan Africa e-Network project proposal by India which is currently making significant progress. It aims at improving education and health systems. 

AU’s Plan of Action for the 2nd Decade of Education (2006-2015) has recognized the central role of ICT in enhancing the quality of teacher training and the educational experience in general.

My sincere hope is that this meeting will address the technical issues surrounding the many strategies, plans of action adopted and related to ICT at various levels by our leaders and come up with concrete actions to improve our health systems and that will impact on the livelihoods of those that need them most.

The African Union Commission and in particular my Department; Social Affairs will continue to provide leadership in playing its role of Advocacy, Harmonization and Coordination as well as resource mobilization to ensure that ICT for health is placed high on Africa’s agenda and also to ensure that the necessary policies are in place for the progress and sustainability of relevant initiatives.

However the AU will not succeed without the concerted efforts of all Member States, RECs, the Development Partners, and especially the CSO and private sector that play an important role at national level.

I now declare the Experts Meeting on e-health and telemedicine harmonization in Africa officially open. I wish you fruitful and successful deliberations during the next two days.

Thank you.
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