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Distinguished Delegates, Stakeholder Partners, Experts and Observers,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is both an honour and a privilege for me on behalf of the African Union Commission to address this opening session and to express our pleasure and gratitude to you for participating at the Experts Meeting of the 5th Session of the AU Conference of Ministers in Charge of Drug Control. 

In December 2007 when we renewed our commitment to the fight against drug abuse and trafficking and related crimes; and agreed as Member States to fully implement the Plan of Action on Drug Control and Crime Prevention (2007-2012) in collaboration with stakeholders.  In December 2007, we also called on the International Community to assist Member States in developing and implementing appropriate national and regional strategies to combat illicit drugs and crime, and requested the AU Commission and Regional Economic Communities, to follow-up on and monitor the implementation of the Plan of Action and report to the AU policy organs every two years.
A number of questions quickly come to mind: 
(1) How well have we implemented the Plan of Action 2007-2012?: What are the lessons learnt?
(2) What is the situation on the continent in respect of organized crime, drug trafficking and drug use?
(3)  Have we put in place adequate treatment and rehabilitation for drug users?
(4) Have we put in place adequate control of precursor chemicals and prevention of their diversion from licit to illicit purposes? 
(5) What about the reform of the criminal justice system as envisaged in the 2007-2012 Plan of Action?
(6) How successful has been our efforts in tackling proceeds of crime and drug trafficking that threatens the very existence and continued development of democratic governance in some Member States? 
(7) Did we receive the expected and desired support from the international community and partners in the implementation of the Plan of Action?

Today, and for the next two days, we need to have frank discussions and debates and provide answers to these questions as we consider our future actions and commitments.  


The overall objective of this 5th Session of the AU Conference of Ministers of Drug Control will be to review and strengthen mechanisms for enhanced shared responsibility for the control of illicit drugs in Africa, in order to continue the implementation of our drug control targets while using this opportunity to discuss the inclusion of basic human rights and evidence-based public health practices into overall drug legislation, policies, strategies and programmes.

In support of this, we shall consider the revised AU Plan of Action on Drug Control (2013 - 2017); the proposed minimum quality standards for Drug Use Treatment; and the Draft African Common Position on Controlled Substances and Access to Pain Medicines.

In Africa, we are in the unique position of being able to learn from experiences in other parts of the world in order to ensure that Continental responses are relevant and in accordance to recent good practices.  The African Union Commission sees the 5th Session of the AU Conference of Ministers of Drug Control as the ideal opportunity to bring this discussion into Africa to promote appropriate responses to illicit drugs and organised crime in Africa.  

Overall, it is our expectation that CAMDC5 will not only stimulate debate regarding the review of mechanisms for enhanced shared responsibility for the control of illicit drugs and crime prevention in Africa, it will also continue the implementation of drug control targets through the adoption of the above.


Thank you and good deliberations to all.
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