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Luanda, Angola
23rd November 2011
· Your Excellency Eduardo DOS SANTOS, President of the Republic of Angola

· Honourable Dr. Augusto da Silva TOMÁS, Minister of Transport of the Republic of Angola
· Honourable Amar TOU, Minister of Transport the People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria and Chairman of the Bureau of Conference of African Ministers of Transport
· Honourable Kobeh Roberto GONZALEZ, President of the International Civil Aviation Organisation, 

· Distinguished of Regional and International Organisations;
· Invited Guests;
· Ladies and Gentlemen:

1. I would like to greet you this morning on behalf of the African Union Commission and on my own behalf and welcome you to the Second Session of the Conference of African Ministers of Transport (CAMT II). Also, welcome to Luanda and to Angola, a country with a long and colourful history with a rich culture, abundant natural wonders and resourceful people.

2. The African Union is, indeed, grateful to the Government and the people of Angola for accepting our request to host this milestone conference in this great country. We appreciate the commitment in efforts and resources put at our disposal to ensure the successful holding of the conference. For this, I would like to humbly request his Excellency, President of the Republic of Angola, to accept the deep gratitude of the African Union Commission to you for providing a home to our conference in Angola. 

3. I would also like to particularly thank all the honourable Ministers for giving priority to attending this conference among the multitude of activities demanding your attention in your own countries and outside. Your presence here today is very crucial to the success of the conference as far as addressing the transport agenda of the continent effectively is concerned. On a similar note, I wish to thank the experts who have accompanied you and worked hard for the past three (3) days to prepare your conference.

· Your Excellency

· Honourable Ministers

· Distinguished Delegates;

· Ladies and Gentlemen:

4. You would recall that the Conference of African Ministers of Transport was established as a statutory meeting of the African Union by the Assembly of Heads of State and Government in July 2008 with the adoption of its Rules of Procedure. In that context, the Conference is scheduled to hold once every two years. The First Session was held from 21st to 25th April 2008 in Algiers, Algeria. The second session was expected to be in 2010. Unfortunately, due to some programme constraints, it was not convened.

5. Since 2005, the African Union Commission has organised a number of Ministerial conferences on all transport modes. These are: air, maritime, road and railway transport. The main objective of these conferences was to review the status of each mode in Africa and define the priority actions for its development. To that end, plans of action for each mode of transport were put in place, and a number of Ministerial Declarations and Resolutions were adopted, reflecting the commitment of the sector Ministers to resolving some critical challenges facing the transport sector at national, regional and continental levels.

6. The Second Session of the Conference organised with the theme: “Consolidating the Transport Sector for the Stimulation of Economic Integration of Africa”, is primarily aimed at reviewing the status of the commitments made and implementation of the plans of action of all modes of transport in Africa. This will then enable the Honourable Ministers to provide further guidance to the African Union Commission and all other transport stakeholders on the best way of addressing outstanding issues and challenges in the sector.

· Your Excellency

· Honourable Ministers

· Distinguished Delegates;

· Ladies and Gentlemen:

7.  We are all aware of the overall state of transport infrastructure and services in Africa. In most of our countries, transport has become a constraint rather than a facilitator of economic development. The biggest challenge for the continent to be competitive and combat poverty more effectively is to reduce transport costs to the world average.. This would entail both improvement of infrastructure and eradication of the numerous constraints imposed on transport operations most of which cannot be reasonably justified.

8. The African Union Commission in collaboration with its African partners including the African Development Bank (ADB), The NEPAD Planning and Coordination Agency (NPCA) the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) and the Regional Economic Communities (RECs) is working to ensure implementation of all outstanding regional and continental transport programmes formulated years ago. This includes facilitation of projects for the completion of missing links and improvement of transport facilitation on regional transport corridors.

9. Also, the AUC and partners have finalised the elaboration of the Programme for Infrastructure Development in Africa (PIDA). This programme which is on the agenda of this conference covers four (4) sectors. These are transport, energy, ICT and trans-boundary water. Its main components are:

· A strategic framework for the development of regional and continental infrastructure (Energy, Transport, ICT and Trans-Boundary Water);

· An infrastructure development programme articulated around priorities and time horizons;

· An implementation strategy and process including a priority action plan (PAP).

10. During the conference, the Honourable Ministers will have the opportunity to review and endorse PIDA and all the other activities carried out towards strengthening the transport sector in Africa.

11. In addition to PIDA, the Honourable Ministers are invited to take note of some key accomplishments in the area of harmonisation of policies, regulations and programmes in the transport sector which would be brought before them for consideration and endorsement during the conference. These include:

i. The African Common Civil Aviation Policy (AFCAP); and
ii. The African Plan of Action for the 2011-2020 Road Safety Decade.
12. Also, the attention of the Ministers is kindly drawn to the African Maritime Transport Charter which was adopted by the AU Assembly of Heads of State and Government in July 2010 in Kampala, Uganda. The Charter requires fifteen (15) instruments of ratification to be deposited with the AU Commission as a condition for its entry into force.

13. So far, only four (4) countries have signed the Charter and none has ratified it. The AU Commission had sent a communication to all Member States requesting the Ministers attending this conference to come with power of the plenipotentiary to enable them to sign the Charter here in Luanda. The Commission has made arrangements for empowered Ministers to sign the Charter during the Conference.

14. I would, therefore, wish to urge Honourable Ministers to help speed up the process of signature, ratification and implementation of the Charter. I believe we would all wish to appreciate the painstaking work done by experts over a period of about three (3) years to give the continent its policy and strategic framework in maritime transport. We should not let it go to waste for no good reason.
· Your Excellency

· Honourable Ministers

· Distinguished Delegates;

· Ladies and Gentlemen:

15. One of the important activities of the Second Session of the Conference of African Ministers of Transport would be the passing of the torch of the management of the conference. In line with its Rules of Procedure, the Honourable Ministers will elect a new Bureau of the Conference to take over from the one elected in April 2008 and lead its work for the next two (2) years.

16. As we reach this point, I would like to pay tribute to the outgoing Bureau for a job well-done under the leadership of Honourable Amar TOU, Minister of Transport of the People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria. The Bureau has been a guiding light and an inspiration to the work of the Commission in this important sector.

17. As we say  thank you to the Honourable Ministers, Members of the departing Bureau, we are  sure that, we will continue to benefit from their wisdom and their wealth of experience.

18. I would like to end here wishing our conference all success and thank you for your kind attention.
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