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2016 ANNUAL WORK PROGRAMME FOR THE 

AFRICAN UNION RESEARCH GRANT 

1. Basic act and Financing source

The African Union Research Grants programme is financed through the Financing Agreement between the European Commission and the African Union Commission (CRIS number: DCI/PANAF/037-621 under the Pan-African Programme (PanAf), based on Regulation (EU) No 233/2014 establishing a financing instrument for development cooperation (DCI) for the period 2014-2020. It is based on the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU), which establishes the fight against poverty as the primary objective of EU development policy and refers to the European Consensus on Development (2006/C 46/01) [24.02.2006], the 'Agenda for Change' COM(2011) [637 final 13.10.2011] and subsequent relevant Commission communication.
The PanAf is in step with the conclusions of the Brussels Summit (April 2014), and with the overall Joint Africa EU Strategy (JAES) adopted at the Lisbon Summit (2007), where Africa and the EU established the Partnership at the highest political level. 

2. The Overall objectives of this call for Proposals are to deploy Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) in the Agricultural sector as tool for Africa’s sustainable economic growth, wealth creation, and food and nutrition security, as well as for political stability through :
· supporting collaborative Research and Innovation (R&I) activities that address critical issues facing African countries and contribute to the sustainable development of African countries and the fight against poverty, while respecting ethical and gender issues; 

· developing the capacity of the African Union Commission (AUC) to design, implement and monitor R&I funding programmes and establish the basis for a credible and reputable African framework programme for R&I that could attract additional funds from other sources, e.g. African Union (AU) Member States and other partners and donors;

· enhancing intra–regional and North-South scientific collaboration and research that contributes to Africa’s sustainable development. 
The Specific objective of this Call for Proposals is to award grants to finance research projects that aim to Eradicate Hunger and Ensure Food and nutrition security. It is highly envisaged that the deployment and the improvement of science and technology research in this challenging area will effectively contribute to Africa’s poverty reduction strategies, economic growth and social development efforts.

The Work programme of the African Union Research Grants will distinctly focus on thematic continental priorities aimed to contribute to attainment of socio economic objectives of Africa as highlighted within the Africa’s Science Technology and Innovation Strategy -2024  which addresses aspirations identified under the Agenda 2063 and EU-Africa Priority area 3 on Human development in which the High Level Policy Dialogue (HLPD) on science, technology and innovation is the key platform in the JAES for priority-setting and implementation design for STI. For the 2016 call, the selected thematic area directly addresses key African challenges by providing sustainable scientific solutions to address Sustainable Agricultural Intensification, within the broader theme of Food, Nutrition Security and Sustainable Agriculture (FNSSA); 
	Priority  Thematic Area
	Research Topics

	Sustainable Agricultural Intensification
	Ecological intensification approaches

	
	Research on animal and crop health, including fish

	
	Research on appropriate use of soil, water, land and inputs management practices


3. Eligibility conditions

In order to be eligible for a grant, applicants must:

· be legal persons
 and
· be nationals2 of Africa Countries, EU Member States and
· be registered locally in ( or have a memorandum of understanding in relevant research areas, with) an African Country prior to the publication of this call for proposals and
· have at least a three-year record in the formulation and/or implementation of research activities in Africa for which they will have to provide the relevant legal documents and
· be directly responsible for the preparation and management of the action with their partners, not acting as an intermediary and
· be able to demonstrate their experience and capacity to manage activities corresponding in scale and complexity to those for which a grant has been requested and
· have stable and sufficient sources of finance to ensure the continuity of their organisation throughout the implementation of the proposed action and
· Partnerships must involve at least three organisations out of which 2 should be national of Africa countries. The number of African countries in a partnership should be a majority. There is no upper limit to the number of members in a partnership; however it is highly recommended that partnership should not to exceed 5. A partnership should be composed in such a way as to allow for the achievement of project objectives in the most efficient manner. Those proposals having partners from the different AU Regional Economic Communities (RECs) have an added advantage and
· belong to at least one of the following categories:
(a) National or regional science and technology organizations, research institutions, universities, government ministries or public and private institutions dealing with scientific research  including  regional science and technology institutions, with separate legal status, not belonging to any national system but formally recognised by one of the eligible countries; or

(b) Established science and technology networks provided that: all network members and the network headquarters are located in eligible countries; the network has a legal status; the network is applying in its own right; and the network has been registered for a minimum of two years;   
4.  Selection and award criteria

The evaluation will be carried out in accordance with the following documents:

1. African Union Commission Grants Management Manual
2. Guidelines for the applicants 

5. Maximum rate of Programme financing

· The total budget allocated for the Second Phase of the African Union Research Grants programme under the Pan-African Programme is 17,500,000 € to launch two consecutive call for proposals from which the cost related to the evaluation of the project proposals are financed. 

· The total cost of any proposal shall comprised between a minimum of 500,000 USD  and a maximum of   1000,000 USD:
· The maximum financing rate for a proposal is 80% of the total eligible costs. Co-financing at the proposal level shall represent at least 20% of the eligible costs. 

6.      Indicative time- schedule of calls for proposals

Indicative launch date for the call for proposals will be in May 18th 2016. The calls will be published on the Programme Website: http://au.int/aurg 
2. Indicative amount of calls for proposals

The African Union Commission as Delegated Regional Authority will allocate an amount of 9,000,000 USD for the AURG-II call of proposals (2016) for research to address Sustainable Agricultural Intensification, within the broader theme of Food, Nutrition Security and Sustainable Agriculture (FNSSA).
�   Subject to the prior approval of the relevant services of the European Commission, grant applications may be eligible if submitted by entities which do     not have legal personality under the applicable national law, provided that their representatives have the capacity to undertake legal obligations on their behalf, and assume financial liability.





2    Such nationality being determined on the basis of the organisation's statutes which should demonstrate that it has been established by an instrument governed by the national law of the country concerned. In this respect, any legal entity whose statutes have been established in another country cannot be considered an eligible local organisation, even if the statutes are registered locally or a “Memorandum of Understanding” has been concluded.
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