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Three years ago, the AU Heads of State and Government committed to silencing the guns by
2020. In August 2015, the Peace Agreement signed in South Sudan gave hope that peace
would be possible for the people of South Sudan. This hope must be realized, particularly for
the women and girls of South Sudan. The agreement was not just to silence the guns but to

move towards a South Sudan at Peace with itself.

Today it is heartbreaking to note that over fifty thousand South Sudanese have lost their
lives in this conflict since 2013. Millions more have lost their dignity and security; especially
women and girls having to flee their homes to difficult spaces, being abused and their
bodies used as a weapon of war. We cannot accept this pervasive and ongoing sexual

violence against women, and impunity.
The women of South Sudan have made several calls to action. And in July when we met
during the AU Kigali Summit, | promised them that we will join in solidarity to say no to

impunity and to campaign for their dignity.

Today as the African Union launches this campaign, for peace and to restore the dignity of

all women in South Sudan, | call on all Africans and all friends of Africa to join in solidarity.

| thank you.
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