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African Union to launch African Minerals Development Centre and Commodities 

Strategy 

 

Johannesburg, South Africa 1 June, The African Union is to launch an African 

Minerals Development Centre so as to ensure that African Governments are better 

equipped to negotiate better mining and exploration terms and contracts.  This emerged 

at the second edition of the Junior Indaba, which is a gathering of small and medium 

sized mining players. 

 

Through the African Minerals development centre and the mooted African Commodity 

Strategy, “Mind-sets will be changed [and] the value add to our natural resources will be 

increased from 15% to at least 30%” said Dr Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma, the African 

Union Commission Chairperson.  This will facilitate for the creation of at least 7milion 

jobs on the continent within the first year of implementation. 

 

In order to implement this strategy Dr Dlamini Zuma called on the mining and education 

sectors to invest in much needed skills particularly as it relates to the Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Mathematics areas.   

 

The Indaba continues up until tomorrow (2nd June) at the Johannesburg Country Club in 

Auckland Park. 

[End Statement] 
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Media inquiries should be directed to:  

 

Vukani Lumumba Mthintso, Communications Advisor to the African Union 

Commission Chairperson Tel: +27 82 325 2204 E-mail: Mthintsov@africa-

union.org 

 

Allison Spratley, Media Relations for the Indaba, Tel: +27 86 455 2301, E Mail 

Alison@resources4africa.com  

 

 
For further information: 

Directorate of Information and Communication | African Union Commission I E-mail: DIC@african-

union.org I Website: www.au.int I Addis Ababa | Ethiopia 

 
Follow us  
Face book: https://www.facebook.com/AfricanUnionCommission 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/_AfricanUnion 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/AUCommission 
Learn more at: http://www.au.int 
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