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Today is an opportunity for all Africans to remember and reflect on the indelible marks Madiba

has left on Africa and the world: his unifying leadership, personal integrity, compassion and



humility, as well as the indomitable spirit that sustained him throughout his life dedicated to

struggle for the freedom and liberation of fellow South Africans against the apartheid regime.

Madiba rejected all cult of personality. Instead, he emphasized his personal weaknesses and

struggles as integral to authentic personhood.

These values are worth reflecting and acting on.

As Africa moves towards reinforcing its unity and integration, it is necessary, now more than
ever before, to live by Madiba’s commitment to reconciliation and forgiveness, as well as to
strive more resolutely towards peace, justice and equal opportunity for all, in particular for

women and the youth.

In Madiba’s own words: ‘We can change the world and make it a better place. It is in your

hands to make a difference’.
As we celebrate Madiba’s Centenary, | strongly urge and implore all leaders around the world
to be guided by Madiba’s dream for a non-racial, peaceful world, where all people have equal

opportunity to build a common future.

Despite our adversity and differences of race, color, religion and creed, we can collectively

make the world a better place, if we choose to do so.

Let’s choose to do so.

Amandla

Thank you.
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