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AFRICAN UNION ACTION PLAN TOWARDS ERADICATION OF CHILD LABOUR 
AND MODERN SLAVERY ON THE CONTINENT  

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 14 February, 2019: 
The 2016 Global Estimates of Child 
Labour indicate that Africa is the region of high 
prevalence of child labour. One-fifth (20%) of all 
African children are involved in child labour, a 
proportion more than twice as high as in any 
other region. Nine per cent of African children are 
in hazardous work, again highest of all the 
world’s regions. 

Africa has the largest number of child labourers; 72.1 million African children are 
estimated to be in child labour and 31.5 million in hazardous work, with high 
prevalence in agriculture (85%) and mining.  
 
Progress against child labour appears to have stalled in Africa. Child labour went up 
in Sub-Saharan Africa over the 2012 to 2016 period (from 21.4% in 2012 to 22.4% 
in 2016), in contrast to continued progress elsewhere in the world. 

In line with commitments that have been made globally and regionally towards ending 
child labour, various African countries have adopted National Action Plans for the 
elimination of child labour. However, despite these efforts and the global decline in 
child labour, it is unfortunate to witness that most of the countries with worst child 
labour practices are still in Africa. The Africa region has also been among those most 
affected by situations of state fragility and crisis, which in turn heighten the risk of child 
labour.   

It is against this backdrop the Technical 
Consultation on the Draft African Union Ten Year 
Action Plan to Eradicate Child Labour, Forced 
Labour, Human Trafficking and Modern Slavery 
kicked off on 13 February 2019 as part of renewed 
efforts of the African Union to achieve the 
objective and targets of the AU Agenda 2063 
regarding elimination of all forms of child labour in 
the continent in line with target 8.7 of the UN 
Agenda 2030.  

The AU Commission (AUC) representative, Mr. Sabelo Mbokazi, the Head of Labor, 
Employment and Migration Division within the Department of Social Affairs noted that 
the establishment of the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, which 
clearly addresses the issue of child labour, is a strong indication of the commitments 
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that African leaders are ready to undertake. He further added that participatory 
meetings with Regional Economic Communities (RECs) as well as with other sister 
departments of the AUC will follow to elaborate on the 10 Year Action Plan to eradicate 
the phenomena of child Labour and modern slavery.  
 

Director of the International Labour Organization (ILO) Country Office for Ethiopia, 
Djibouti, Somalia, Sudan and South Sudan, and for the Special Representative to the 
AU and the ECA, Mr. Alexio Musindo, during his opening statement noted that the 
most recent ILO Global Estimates indicated that 3.5 million people in forced labour in 
Africa (2016). Half-a-million of these were children. He emphasized the engagement 
of the ILO in providing the technical expertise and assistance to the AUC towards the 
realization of the Ten Year Action Plan to eradicate child labour. 
 
During the two-day consultation meeting, presentations were delivered on Child 
labour, forced labour and modern slavery in Africa and the world and on AU policy 
frameworks and institutional setting. It is expected that the outcome of this consultation 
will include identification of synergy, complementarity and potential cooperation areas 
and mechanisms; better understanding of the potential roles of the concerned 
stakeholders on eradication of child labour, forced labour, human trafficking and 
modern slavery on the continent; as well as improvement of the draft Ten Year Action 
Plan by the participants from AUC departments and UN Agencies. The Ten Year Plan 
of Action will be submitted to the forthcoming session of the Au Specialized technical 
Committee on Social Development, Labour and Employment in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 
from 1-5 April 2019. 
 
For more information related to the consultation, please contact: 
 

Mr. Oumar Diop, JLMP Support Unit Coordinator, African Union Commission, Email: 
DiopO@africa-union.org 
 

For media enquires contact:   
Mr. Gamal Ahmed A. Karrar | Senior Communication Officer| Directorate of 
Information and Communication, African Union Commission | E-mail: GamalK@africa-
union.org 
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