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Participation, education, digital access and climate change are key concerns for 

children and young people in Africa and Europe, U-Report poll finds 

 

Half of young people feel excluded from political decision-making  
 

Participation in decision-making, quality education, internet access and the climate 

crisis are among the main concerns for children and young people in Africa and 

Europe, according to U-Report polling data released today by UNICEF, the African 

Union (AU) and the European Union (EU). 

 

Almost half of all young people polled feel excluded from political decision-making 

processes that affect their lives, the poll findings show. While an overwhelming 

majority of the polled young people (91%) would like to have more say in the political 

decisions that shape their lives, 48% feel completely left out. The main obstacle they 

cite (59%) is lack of access to policymakers.  

 

The findings are included in the report #YourVoiceYourFuture, a joint effort between 

the AU, EU and UNICEF that brings together results and recommendations from four 

U-Report polls across Africa and Europe. Altogether, 450,000 young people between 

14 and 35 years old voiced their views on key topics that affect their future and are 

relevant to the partnership between Africa and Europe.  

 

“In the midst of all the challenges being faced in the advent of the ‘new normal’, few 

things have remained constant – the unwavering resilience, energy and ingenuity of 
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young people across the world. Now more than ever, it is clear that young people are 

integral to the recovery, progress and sustainability of this world,” said H.E Prof. Sarah 

Anyang Agbor, AU Commissioner for Human Resources, Sciences and Technology. 

 

Young people may feel let down by traditional politics, but they are finding alternative 

ways to engage with and mobilise their peers. A large majority (88%) say they feel 

responsible for tackling climate change, while 71% actually want to play a role in the 

green transition. Some 65% of respondents say they are active within a youth network 

or organisation in their community.  

“Young people have a rightful seat at the decision-making table. They are the agents 

of change who with us build today a better tomorrow. We need to hear from them, but 

that is not all we must do. We must engage and empower youth to be involved in 

decisions affecting their lives,” said Jutta Urpilainen, European Commissioner for 

International Partnerships. 

Children and young people have a right to be heard on the issues that affect their lives, 

whether education or climate change. With the #YourVoiceYourFuture campaign and 

the four U-Report polls, the European Union and the African Union joined forces to 

explore new ways to engage with young people, to inform policy making, create 

interest around youth issues, and bring young people and decision makers closer 

together on both continents. The results of the campaign will inform the agenda of the 

Africa-Europe Youth Summit 2021, and will ultimately feed into the next AU-EU 

Summit of Heads of States and Governments. 

“When children and young people speak, the world should listen,” said Charlotte Petri 

Gornitzka, UNICEF Deputy Executive Director. “Whether their countries are rich or 

poor, at war or in peace, their demands are the same: A better say in decisions 

affecting them, a heathier planet, and better opportunities. At a time when so many 

hopes have been dashed due to a raging pandemic and rising poverty, this is not too 

much to ask.”    

The #YourVoiceYourFuture report covers U-Report poll results and recommendations 

on the topics of climate change and the green transition; digital transformation and 

social infrastructure; education, skills and decent jobs, and; governance, peace and 

security. Some of the main findings included in the report are: 

 



African Union Headquarters P.O. Box 3243, Roosevelt Street W21K19, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia  

 Tel: +251 (0) 11 551 77 00 Fax: +251 (0) 11 551 78 44 

 

• 59% of the young people polled identified a lack of access to policymakers as 

the biggest barrier to their involvement in decision making, with some (17%) 

citing a lack of support for those in power.  

• Young people find inadequate funding for education (43%) and its poor quality 

(17%) to be big barriers to reimagining a better future for them. 

• 75% of young people face barriers to accessing the internet. The main limiting 

factors are the high cost of data (38%), inability to afford internet devices (29%), 

and the lack of electricity (40%). 

• The biggest climate change related change that young people have observed 

in their surroundings was identified by 48% as reduced food production or 

availability. 

• Raising awareness is the most important action to fight climate change and 

reduce damage to the environment, according to 43% of young people, 

together with recycling waste (15%) and reducing the consumption of natural 

resources (15%). 

• The lack of capital and resources for implementing environmentally friendly 

ideas was named by 47% of young people as the biggest challenge to 

supporting the transition to a green economy.  

• 38% of young people recommended creating more decent jobs in the 

agriculture sector, followed by the creative industries (20%), and manufacturing 

(16%). 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS 
About #YourVoiceYourFuture 
The #YourVoiceYourFuture campaign is an initiative launched by the African Union, European Union and UNICEF to hear directly from young people about 

their opinions on key topics affecting their future and relevant to the partnership between the two continents. The report is available at [insert web address]. 
 
About the U-Report polls 
The polls were conducted between July and September 2020 through U-Report, a global digital youth engagement platform developed by UNICEF and 

partners. The respondents are not a representative sample of young people in Africa and Europe, because they do not come from a full range of demographic 
groups, countries of origin or current geographic locations. Most respondents were from Africa, mainly because there are fewer national U-report platforms 

and fewer U-reporters in Europe. On average, 68% of the responses were from boys and young men and 32% from girls and women. To find out more about 

U-Report, visit https://ureport.in/  
 
About the AU-EU Partnership 
The AU-EU Partnership is a partnership through which the African Union and European Union work together, engage in political and policy dialogues, and 

define their vision and cooperative relationship in a globalised world. Established in 2000 at the first Africa-EU Summit in Cairo, the partnership is guided by 
the Joint Africa-EU Strategy. Joint priorities include sustainable economic development, digitalisation and skills development, job creation, climate change, 

global security and peace. Youth is a priority for both the EU and the AU. The ambition of the future AU-EU partnership, which will be newly defined at the AU-

EU Summit in 2021, is to continue taking youth views into account by including them in policymaking and facilitating their active participation in the 
implementation of the partnership. 
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For more information: 
Mr. Ricardo Pires, Communications Lead, United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) on 
rpires@unicef.org,  
 
Mr. David Amira, Communications Lead, African Union Commission on AmiraD@africa-union.org 
 
Ms. Louise Hagendijk, Communications Lead, European Union Commission on 
louise.HAGENDIJK@ext.ec.europa.eu.  
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