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H.E JOSE MARIO VAZ ARRIVES IN MALABO, THE REPUBLIC OF EQUATORIAL GUINEA
TO LEAD THE AFRICAN UNION ELECTION OBSERVATION MISSION TO THE
20" NOVEMBER 2022 GENERAL ELECTIONS

ARRIVAL STATEMENT

Malabo, 15" November 2022: H. E José Mario Vaz, former President of the Republic of Guinea
Bissau arrived in Malabo, Republic of Equatorial Guinea to lead the African Union Election
Observation Mission (AUEOM). The AUEOM was deployed in the country by the Chairperson
of the African Union Commission (AUC), His Excellency Mr. Moussa Faki MAHAMAT, following
the proposal of the Commissioner for Political Affairs, Peace and Security (PAPS), H.E
Ambassador Bankole ADEOYE. The primary objective of the Mission is to independently
observe and report on the conduct of the coupled presidential, legislative and municipal
elections of the 20" November 2022; in accordance with the National Legal Framework and the
relevant International Standards.

The Mission is comprised of fifty-two (52) Short-Term Observers (STOs) drawn from 37 African
States namely: Algeria, Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cabo Verde, Cameroon,
Central African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Cote d’lvoire, Democratic Republic of Congo,
Ethiopia, Gabon, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Kenya, Madagascar, Mali, Malawi, Mauritius,
Mozambique, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Sierra Leone, Senegal, South
Africa, Sudan, Togo, Zambia and Zimbabwe. The professional diversity of the Mission is added
to this geographical diversity, which is made up of eminent personalities including: Ambassadors
accredited to the African Union in Addis Ababa, Pan-African Parliamentarians, members from
Election Management Bodies (EMBs), Academics, African Civil Society Organizations (CSOs)
and Independent Experts. The AUEOM will stay in the country from 13 to 26 November 2022.

The AUEOM will monitor the electoral process following an objective, impartial, independent,
professional and transparent manner in line with relevant provisions of the 2012 African Charter
on Democracy, Elections and Governance; the 2002 Declaration of the AU/OAU Declaration on
the Principles Governing Democratic Elections in Africa; the 2002 AU Guidelines for observation
missions and other relevant regional and international instruments governing the conduct of
democratic elections in Africa, international standards and the legal framework governing
elections and election observation in the Republic of Equatorial Guinea.

The Mission will meet with internal and external stakeholders involved in this electoral process,
including national state authorities, EMBs officials, political parties and coalitions, candidates
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contesting, as well as the media, CSOs, diplomatic missions accredited to the country and the
other Electoral Observation Missions.

On 18" November 2022, after a two-day training and orientation session, the AUEOM shall
deploy its teams of observers to all the regions of the country.

After the vote, the Mission shall present its findings and recommendations on 22" November
2022, through its Preliminary Statement during a press conference to be delivered by the Head
of Mission, at Hilton Hotel in Malabo. A final report consisting of detailed analyses on the conduct
of the electoral process shall be presented after the Mission’s work on the elections.

Finally, the AUEOM wishes to thank the authorities of the Republic of Equatorial Guinea for all the
steps taken in order to facilitate its work on the field.

The Mission’s Secretariat is located at Hilton Hotel, Malabo and reachable at +240 555 89 77 14.

Malabo, 15t November 2022
For the Mission,

H.E. José Mario Vaz

Head of Mission

For more information, please contact the AUEOM’s Coordinator:

Karine Kakasi Siaba | Ag Coordinator of Democracy and Elections Unit | Political Affairs, Peace
and Security (PAPS) Department | AUC | E-mail: KakasiK@africa-union.org

For media information, please contact:

Gamal Eldin Ahmed A. Karrar | Senior Communication Officer | Information and Communication
Directorate (ICD) | AUC | E-mail: GamalK@africa-union.org

For further information, please contact:

Information and Communication Directorate (ICD) | AUC | E-mail: dic@africa-union.org | Web Site:
www.au.int | Addis Ababa | Ethiopia

Follow us:

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AfricanUnionCommission
Twitter: https://twitter.com/_AfricanUnion

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/AUCommission

Learn more at: http://www.au.int
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