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AU and EU deepen ties with a €20 million capacity building agreement 

The African Union (AU) and the European Union (EU) have signed the EU-African Union 

Partnership Performance Acceleration Programme (AUPPAP), a financing agreement 

designed to promote integrated development and capacity building across Africa, which 

complements the existing support provided by the EU and its Member States  under the AU-

EU partnership that celebrates 25 years this 

year.  

This initiative aligns with Agenda 2063, the AU's 

strategic framework for the socio-economic 

transformation of the continent, as well as 

the AU-EU Joint Vision for 2030, which aims to 

foster a prosperous, sustainable, and mutually 

beneficial future for both Africa and Europe. 

The AUPPAP focuses on accelerating the 

implementation of key development projects and strengthening institutional capacities to 

address shared challenges such as economic growth, digital, connectivity and energy. 

The €20 million programme will be implemented over a period of two years and focussing on 

mutually agreed results in the framework of the AU Agenda 2063, its flagship programmes 

and the joint AU-EU Partnership. This initiative underscores the commitment of both the AU 

and EU to deepen their partnership and work collaboratively toward achieving sustainable 

development, inclusive growth, and resilience in Africa, while also strengthening ties between 

the two regions.  

The signing  took place in the margins of the information session for AU Member States on 

the “EU-Africa: Global Gateway Investment Package for Africa”, an event showcasing 

investments in Africa in the digital, energy, transport, health, education and research sectors 

and providing information on future opportunities provided by the EU Global Gateway. 

Speaking at the signing ceremony, the, Ambassador Fathallah Sijilmassi, Director General of 

the AUC remarked: “this partnership cements our cooperation and will contribute to the 

deepening of African integration and sustainable development, as envisioned in the mission 

and vision of the African Union.” The cooperation will directly benefit the AUC, other AU organs 

and agencies, AU Member States, and African citizens.  

Ambassador Sijilmassi expressed appreciation for the continued support that the European 

Union has extended to the African Union over the years. He further stated “collaboration under 

the AUPPAP will contribute to the consolidation of the institutional transformation of the African 

Union Commission and other AU organs. The AU and the EU must continue to strengthen 

https://au.int/
https://au.int/en/agenda2063/overview
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/54412/final_declaration-en.pdf
https://international-partnerships.ec.europa.eu/policies/global-gateway/initiatives-sub-saharan-africa/eu-africa-global-gateway-investment-package_en
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/africa-and-eu_en
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their long-term partnership, which is celebrating its 25 anniversary in 2025, to address 

global challenges and transform both our continents.” 

In his opening remarks, the Ambassador of the European Union to the African Union, Mr Javier 

Niño Pérez, stated “Africa is a key political priority to the EU. Our unique partnership focuses 

on solidarity, peace and security, sustainable development and prosperity with the rules based 

international order and multilateralism at its core. The EU is by far the largest international 

partner to the AU and, through this programme, we will continue working not only with the 

AUC, but also with the different AU organs, such as AUDA-NEPAD and AfCFTA towards the 

key priorities of Agenda 2063. The programme will support the capacity of the AU to implement 

its mandate and will focus on implementation of the AU strategies and joint priorities in the 

digital, energy and economic integration sectors, in complementarity with the EU Global 

Gateway Investment Package for Africa.” 

Background 

The EU-African Union Partnership Performance Acceleration Programme (AUPPAP) just signed 

will consist of three main components:  

• Enhancing organisational performance and the effectiveness of AU processes.  

• Strengthening policy frameworks relevant to key AU-EU partnership priorities, especially in the areas 

of economic integration, energy, and digital.  

• Improving the effectiveness of monitoring and evaluation mechanisms for AU policies and 

programmes, as well as the AU’s contribution to AU- EU- partnership priorities. 

The initiative is aligned with the AU’s continental development blueprint, the Agenda 2063, which 

outlines a vision for inclusive and sustainable development across the continent. The implementation 

of these actions will contribute to fulfilling the commitments under the Joint Vision 2030 agreed by 

African and European leaders during the 6th AU-EU Summit in 2022. The partnership began, 

institutionally, with the first Africa-EU Summit in Cairo, Egypt, in 2000, 25 years ago.  

 

For further information, please contact:   

Media Contact: 

Ms. Janet Faith Adhiambo Ochieng | Communications Officer-Agenda 2063 | African Union 
Commission | Email: ochiengj@africa-union.org | Addis Ababa, Ethiopia |  

Mr Biruk Feleke I Press & Information Officer | European Union Delegation to the AU | E-mail: 

biruk.feleke@eeas.europa.eu 

Information and Communication Directorate, African Union Commission I E-mail: DIC@africa-

union.org  

Web: au.int | Addis Ababa, Ethiopia | Follow Us: Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | YouTube 

EU Delegation to the AU:  Website /  X / EEAS Press Material / EEAS Youtube channel  

https://au.int/
https://au.int/es/node/296
mailto:biruk.feleke@eeas.europa.eu
https://www.facebook.com/AfricanUnionCommission
https://twitter.com/_AfricanUnion
https://www.instagram.com/africanunion_official/
https://www.youtube.com/AUCommission
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/african-union-au_en?s=43
https://x.com/eutoau
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/press-material_en?f%5B0%5D=press_site%3AEEAS
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCw6E9hgCbubPf_IsofVkiqg

