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AU Commission Chairperson appoints new Chief of Staff and Deputy 

The Chairperson of the African Union Commission, H.E. Mahmoud Ali Youssouf, 
has appointed H.E. Mohamed El-Amine Souef as the new Chief of Staff and Amb. 
Moussa Mohamed Omar as the new Deputy Chief of Staff in the Cabinet of the 
Chairperson. 

Mohamed El-Amine Souef succeeds H.E. Prof. Mohamed El Hacen Lebatt, who is 
concluding his tenure. Meanwhile, Amb. Moussa Mohamed Omar takes over from 
Amb. Tordeta Ratebaye. Prior to joining the African Union, Amb. Moussa Mohamed 
Omar served as Director of Communication at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation in Djibouti. 

Amb. Mohamed El-Amine Souef previously held the role of Special Representative of 
the Chairperson of the African Union Commission (SRCC) for Somalia and Head of 
the African Union Transition Mission in Somalia (ATMIS), appointed on September 1, 
2022. He also served as Regional Head of Office at the United Nations 
Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission (MINUSMA) in Gao, Mali. 

With extensive experience in peacekeeping and foreign affairs, Amb. Souef has held 
multiple high-level positions, including serving as Comoros’ Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and International Cooperation from 1999 to 2006. 

Amb. Souef is an accomplished author, having written five books on Politics and 
Geopolitics, in addition to his diplomatic career and fluent in French, English, Arabic, 
and Swahili. 

For further information, please contact: 

 
1. Ms. Esther Azaa Tankou | Head, Media and Information Division | Information and Communications 

Directorate, AUC, Communication Adviser, Permanent Observer Mission to the UN | E-
mail: yamboue@africa-uinon.org , Tel: +251911361185 / +1 3478127195 (WhatsApp) 
 

2. Mr. Gamal Eldin Ahmed A. Karrar | Senior Communication Officer | Information and Communication 
Directorate, African Union Commission | E-mail: GamalK@africa-union.org 
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