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Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen.
SALUTATIONS

1.  I have the honour to welcome you all to the African Union Conference of Ministers responsible for Agriculture on the Theme ‘Delivering on Africa’s Agriculture Development Agenda’. In particular, I would like to thank Your Excellency the President for agreeing to grace this occasion.
2. I wish to, first of all, convey to you warm greetings from HE Dr. Jean Ping, Chairperson of the African Union Commission.  He wishes all of us productive deliberations.  The African Union Commission is grateful to the Member States, Partner Organizations and other key stakeholders that have set aside time out of your busy schedules to participate in this important Conference.

3. etany further, I would like to register the appreciation of the Commission to and putting in place excellent arrangements for its smooth proceeding.

THE VISION OF A FOOD SECURE AFRICA

I would like to briefly focus on the vision of a food-secure Africa.
4.  I use the same opportunity to salute Your Excellency President Bingu wa Mutharika for his exemplary leadership on the continent especially in terms of the shining national example of transforming Malawi froma food deficit to a food surplus country; from a food importing to a food exporting nation.  Indeed, Malawi’s best practices and success stories inspire many countries on the continent.  I further salute H.E. the President as Chairman of the African Union for espousing and championing the vision of a Food Secure Africa: A Five Year Commitment.  

5. Your Excellency’s exemplary leadership and vision has given further impetus to the implementation of the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Program (CAADP) in line with the Theme of this Conference‘Delivering on Africa’s Agriculture Development Agenda’.  It is, indeed, gratifying that the implementation of CAADP towards increased agricultural production, productivity, food and nutrition security has experienced high momentum since the July 2009 Sirte AU Summit where AU Heads of State and Government addressed themselves to the Theme: Investing in Agriculture for Economic Growth and Food Security.  And, reaffirmed their commitment towards accelerated, concrete actions in this regard.

6. As a result, since then, in a period of only one year, 21 more countries have concluded CAADP roundtables and signed compacts as compared to the earlier period since 2003, when only one country, Rwanda, had signed a compact.  I am not saying that signing of CAADP Compacts is an end in itself but it provides a springboard for business discussions of the priorities and paves the way for strong partnership and unity of purpose. At this juncture, I should make special mention of the constructive cooperation and collaboration that the African Union Commission and the NEPAD Planning and Coordinating Agency, have been receiving from the ADB, the UNECA and the regional economic communities, other pan-African institutions and stakeholders in pursuit of our shared vision for a food secure Africa.  I wish to also express our sincere gratitude to our development partners, particularly WFP, FAO, IFAD, EU, USAID, GTZ, DFID and others for increased attention and support towards Africa’s agricultural production, productivity, food and nutrition security.  We look forward to continued productive partnership.
AFRICA DAY FOR FOOD AND NUTRITION SECURITY

7.  Again in line with the Theme of this Conference ‘Delivering on Africa’s Agriculture Development Agenda,  the state of affairs gives us more optimism as Africa moves towards the launch of its Food and Nutrition Security Day – which is expected to further raise awareness and heighten momentum towards a food secure Africa.

As you may know, this Day was adopted by the African Heads of State and Government at their Summit in Kampala, Uganda in July this year.
It is, therefore, right and fitting that we are coming together on this important issue of food and nutrition security.

CHALLENGES
Agriculture on the continent is not without challenges.
8. While we remain upbeat, there is concern that Africa’s food import bill of USD $33billion per annum is appalling.  Fortunately, at the same time, we have a chance now to reduce the import bill and food aid, and YES, WE CAN, if we keep up investment in agriculture.  At this juncture, I wish to say what a pride it is for us to see more and more African countries increasing the share of their national budgets toward agriculture, in the spirit of the CAADP target of at least 10% of national budgetary allocations.  We encourage this trend to continue and spread all over the continent.
9. There is also concern that the number of people who are hungry and malnourished has grown to almost 1 billion worldwide and that most of these are in Africa.  We are sure that, in pursuit of Millennium Development Goals, if the implementation of CAADP is accelerated and if we propel the vision of a Food Secure Africa, we will be able to reduce the hungry, the malnourished and, indeed, the poverty stricken.  In this regard, we commend and congratulate countries that have successfully conducted CAADP roundtables, signed compacts, designed investment plans and followed up with business review meetings, and initiated implementation.  Some, indeed, have gone further to secure funding from the Global Agriculture and Food Security Program – the initiative emanating from the July 2009 L’Aquila G8 Summit of which AUC contributed to greatly to its formulation.

10. There is another concern that climate change has come to wreak havoc and torpedo our progress.  This is a serious challenge mostly devastating Africa – and yet, we are least responsible for the greenhouse gases that occasion global warming, climate change and climate variability.  It is in light of this that the AU Assembly decided to adopt a common position for global climate change negotiations and to establish the Committee of Heads of States and Government (CAHOSCC) to champion the common position in a coordinated, coherent and effective fashion.  We saw this mechanism in action in Copenhagen and we will see it again in Cancun.  It is also encouraging that a number of AU Member States are also taking steps to develop and implement national adaptation plans of action on climate change.  The African Union Commission will continue to service and support these continental, regional, and national efforts by assisting in policy harmonization, building alliances and partnerships, resource mobilization and advocacy for the African common cause.  In this connection, we are working hard to ensure that agriculture features prominently in the global climate change negotiations as we head towards Cancun, Mexico, next month for the 16th Conference of Parties (COP 16) to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and the Kyoto Protocol.  We believe that since a majority of our population live in rural areas and are dependent on rain-fed agriculture and pasture for food, income and employment among others, the agricultural sector should benefit from climate change resources that would make the desired impact for the greater majority.
11. At the same time, with technical assistance from the UN world Food Programme (WFP) and under the guidance of the African Ministers responsible for Disaster Risk Reduction, the African Union is exploring possibilities of AU Member States establishing a risk sharing facility which would allow Member States experiencing droughts, floods or cyclones to access readily available resources in order to promptly respond to the threats that jeopardize our food and nutrition security. As of now there are many countries in Africa which are experiencing floods especially in West Africa and the situation is not good.
12. There has also been concern that while Africa is beset by hunger and malnutrition, external parties are increasingly investing in large tracts of land to grow food and take it away to their countries of origin; or to grow flowers for export; or to grow jettroffers for biofuels thereby depriving prime land that would otherwise be for food crops.  But we also know of countries which have entered fair deals with foreign investors and have been able to attain win-win outcomes in terms of return-on-investment and socio-economic benefits to recipient countries and communities including food and nutrition.  To this end, as you may all be aware, the July 2009 Sirte AU Summit adopted the Declaration on Land Policy in Africa, which sets a continental policy framework and guidelines that will be launched on the margins of this Conference of African Ministers of Agriculture.  We encourage more and more countries to make use of this framework and guidelines in pursuit of food and nutrition security as well as other socio-economic benefits.
ECOLOGICAL AGRICULTURE

13. Africa continues to be seen as a continent of unparalleled prospects for organic agriculture and, indeed, ecological agriculture which generates both economic value and sustainable development.  We believe that promoting it in all of our countries would enable Africa to exploit this niche.  I therefore call on this Conference to support an AU-led coalition of international partners to provide leadership and guidance on the establishment of an African Organic Farming Platform
 in ways that embrace CAADP values and principles. 
SOIL FERTILITY
14.  At the same time, given the current global food challenges and the rising world population  including in Africa – as well as deteriorating soil fertility and the adverse impacts of climate change, the application of fertilizers has become an imperative.  We are fortunate to have the Decision of the 2006 Abuja AU Summit which established the African Fertilizer Financing Mechanism (AFFM) housed in the African Development Bank and to which AU Member States are called upon to contribute for its operationalization.  I wish to, at this juncture, also salute the Federal Republic of Nigeria for having so far paid US$ 5 million of its US$10 million pledge.  We look forward to other countries’ contributions.  We are also encouraged by collective efforts in different regions of Africa to coordinate pilot projects for fertilizer bulk purchase.  We also continue to partner with the International Fertilizer Development Center (IFDC) to take forward fertilizer application in Africa which now stands lowest in the entire world.

AGRIBUSINESS

15.  As AU Member States work hard on boosting production through, among others, research and development, input delivery, smart subsidies, marketing infrastructure and so on, we are also championing the African Agriculture and Agribusiness Development Initiative (3ADI), outcome of the high-level conference held earlier this year in Abuja in partnership with UNIDO, IFAD, FAO and other strategic partners.  I am sure you will agree with me that agribusiness and agro-processing would significantly stimulate agricultural production.

COUNCIL OF MINISTERS (CAMA)

16.  Honourable Ministers, I will not take much more of your time since I am going to be with you later this evening and tomorrow as you will be deliberating on these and other key issues on your agenda.  We look forward to your continued leadership and guidance.  Given the broad scope of the agricultural sector that spans crops, livestock, fisheries, forestry, and rural development in general, we will also be proposing to you to consider establishing a Ministerial Council on Agriculture as is the case with other sectors such as environment (AMCEN) and water (AMCOW), but all falling under the AU Specialized Technical Committee known as Agriculture and Natural Resources, to ease coordination and channeling of emerging priorities through the AU policy and decision-making organs up to the level of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government.
CONCLUSION

In conclusion, let me also recognize the work of our experts who have made the technical input for this meeting and the Pan African Farmers Forum who have just concluded their General Assembly and formed the PAFO and will also make an input here. Your Excellency’s representative graced the occasion. We hope that Honourable Ministers, your meeting will provide us with guidance on how to fast track the process towards attainment of the quick-wins for a food secure Africa.

17.  Your Excellency, with these few remarks, I wish u successful deliberations to the Honorable Ministers, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, and I thank you for your kind attention and look forward to your valuable guidance. Zakomu.
� Given that agriculture in  Africa is characterized as low-input and in light of the basic orientation of the Food Basket Initiative, I felt that a more vigorous argument in favour of  ‘Organic Agriculture’  at the CAMA, including the proposal to establish a fully-fledged Platform  at the continental level  may send contradictory signals. 
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