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OPENING REMARKS BY HER EXCELLENCY MADAM RHODA
PEACE TUMUSIIME, COMMISSIONER FOR RURAL ECONOMY
AND AGRICULTURE-OF THE AFRICAN UNION COMMISSION

tor of the Department of Rural Economy ana
re (DREA),
inector of of the Inter-African Bureau for Animal

fourth meeting of tee of the Project

“Participation of the Sanitary and
Phytosanitary Standards-setting Organizations Consolidation

Phase Two (PANSPSO II)”.



As has traditionally been the case, this Steering Committee
meeting was initially scheduled to take place in November
2013 in Gaborone, Botswana back-to-back with the Steering

Committee meeting of Veterinary Governance (VET-GOV)

Programme.

ecause at that time | was not going to make it.

adies\and Gentlemen

and, AU-IBAR assumes the overall respongibility

ffective implementation and results-orienfed
e PAN-SPSO project. On the dther hand, the

Steering Committee™g strategic guidance

monitoring for
ovides a three-fole
to the project; : one;-to-ensure-coherent-implementation of
activities in order @6&&3‘%936@&& efforts with other
projects but ensure _synergy and complementarity; two, to
establish a process to alert members to any challenges in
project implementation and provide the basis for making any
needed adjustments for efficiency and effectiveness; and

three, to promote discussions between AU-IBAR, the Inter-



African Phytosanitary Centre (AU-IAPSC), AU Member States
and Regional Economic Communities on remedial actions to
be adopted to avert technical irregularities that may otherwise
lead to non-compliance with the contractual agreements.

As a Steering Committee, it is gratifying to note that we have

done our best to_make thi ject a success for the main

more _ importantly—provide—recommendations for our

achieve the project’s

objectives.

As you are aware, the 22" Ordinary Session of the Assembly
of Heads of State and Government of the African Union was

concluded last week in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia and launched



2014 the AU Year of Agriculture and Food Security also
marking the 10" Anniversary of the Comprehensive Africa
Agriculture  Development Programme (CAADP). The
Department of Rural Economy and Agriculture is, therefore, at
the forefront of the year-long programme of consultation,

commemoration and consecutively all the-related specialized

Union Commission and :specifigally

global agricultural _standards _which _they participated in
adopting. This is in line with the resolutions of the Conference
of the AU Ministers responsible for animal resources in 2010 in
Entebbe, Uganda, and the decisions of the AU Heads of State

and Government related to the common positions and the SPS



committees. | would also like to call upon you to go beyond the
project boundaries and see how we relate with the globae
given the influence of so many products coming from outside,
which we need to be sure of their sanitary and phytosanitary
standards. We need to enhance capacity to understand them.

In the course of this Steering-Committee meeting, we shall be

e expect that our implementing partners will continue t

In this regard, | lookforward-toyour—active participation and

valuable contribution to the deliberations. As | end, | would
like to add my voice to that of Director AU-IBAR in appreciating

the support we continue to receive from our partners, the EU. |



now declare open the fourth meeting of the Steering
Committee of the PANSPSO Consolidation phase.

| thank you for your attention.




