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adquayters and from countries;

ir,of thg CAADP Partners Group, the EU;

Perfmanent Sebgetaries from AU Member States and their
representatives;

ten_of the African Upieft and.the NEPAD
g other partnerinstitutions

Officials of the,Commis
Planning and Coordinating Age

| welcome you most wa t wishes for a Happy and

Prosperous New Year.

| wish to begin by registering the appreciation of the African Union
Commission to the leadership of AU Member States - and especially the
decision-makers at political level, particularly the Heads of State and

Government and the Ministers and also the Leaders at technical level,



notably the Permanent Secretaries, most of them represented here today.
We applaud you for your personal contribution to the progress made in
advancing agricultural development efforts in your respective countries and

on the continent as a whole through the over-arching framework, the

Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP).

et challenges of advancing the efforts. Either way, it was no easyjtask b

on course to real transformation throu?h a?riculture. Bravo.

We are now proud ofthe fact that from 1 CAADP country compact in 2007 to

now 40 compacts and most of these accompanied by credible national
investment plans under implementation is a sign that the commitments that
our Heads of State and Government made in 2003 in Mapuo,

Mozambiqueare being taken seriously with your sustained support.



So, in reality, your countries’ experiences of CAADP implementation have
not only shaped the progress registered in the last ten years but are also

helping to clarify goals, actions and targets for the next decade.

On the whole, the performance of agriculture in our economies has recently

been remarkable. Howeyver,”we have to recognise.the fact that we have yet

rantee\ food and nutrition security through increased

States and Regional Ec ic Communities

gets heighted if we are to achieve the gains enshrined in the African

agricultural transformati

better and faster compliance with the commitments made by our Heads of

State and Government. This is part of our broader role and mandate.

In furtherance of this drive, the 2014 AU Year of Agriculture and Food
Security declared in July 2012 and launched in January 2014 by the



Assembly of the Heads of State and Government of the African Union was a
huge opportunity by all Member States to determine that the next 6 months
are used to effectively discuss inherent issues and propose concrete goals,
actions and targets for advancing agricultural development for the next

decade.

It is re able thatthe gerfinued celebrations ofthe 50 Anniveradry of the

OAU

are .going”to overlap..at. least for the next months,
emoratioff of the 2014 AU Year of Agriculture and Food Security
remarkéble that we commemorate the Year of Agriculture and
curity af' a time when we are deliberating on the thrust of the Affican, Uni
enda 2063: “A Shared Strategic Framework for Inclusive Groawth a
ustainable Development’. The agenda of agricultural transformation i
trategi¢ally positioned to provide enormous opportunities for inclusive an

stainable development in Africa.

state§ by His Excellency Mohamed Ould Abdel Aziz, Prgsident
ritania\at the launch of the Year, “for most of our countries, agricul
ed, conshtutes the development battlefield where we can win the war,

poverty, hunger-and indignity”.

The Chair of the WUnion. further~assured=thrat™ Agricultire<has been and will

continue to be at the centre_of-econom D

, and-alsoe-political stability in Africa”.
.g’!’g’g’ﬁ‘&’& youth and poor

citizens would end up‘influencing-hungry-and-poverty-induce anger and, thus,

If this were not to be th

fuel more political conflicts in our countries. Food is a political issue. It is,
therefore, imperative that for us to overcome most of these conflicts on our
continent, we must invest in agriculture. Agricultural development will
certainly also be complemented by industrialization. Nevertheless, as Africa

pushes for industrilaisation to generate the desired benefits, we must
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remember that Africa’s potential and comperative advantage is, and will

continue to be, in agriculture-based industrialization.

This is why we are meeting today as part of those commitments our leaders
made recently. All African stakeholders and in equal opportunities are,
therefore, requested and expected-to-be-part of this broad-based dialogue.

This meeting is part-of the_pere pecific. actions for the next

raising incomes of our population and other critical issues.

We will also commit this_period to conducting a well-facilitated dialogue with
Africa’s strategic partners — to demonstrate more commitment to
coordination, alignment, harmonization, of national priorities and ensure

mutual accountability for the desired results and impact.



As you will notice from the agenda of the meeting, we need to make sure we
discuss how to effectively implement our national investments plans so
laboriously formulated. You did put in a lot; we must see how we can harvest
results. We want to be concrete on what are the inherent issues and
challenges but also propose concrete solutions. As countries, there are a lot
of experiences and lessons that.can-be-leant and shared amongst you and,

therefore, your meetingtoda of these will relate to how to

Others will be on how to effective

policies and institutions

impact.

As | conclude, let me emphasise that the 2014 Year will be one that we
should all seize as an opportunity to reflect on the journey we had taken
together over the last decade or so, evaluate the current state of affairs, and

chart the way forward for the next decade on the agenda of “Transforming




Africa’s Agriculture for Shared Prosperity and Improved Livelihoods,
through harnessing opportunities for inclusive growth and sustainable

development’. This is the theme we have chosen for this year.

Transformation through sustained inclusive agriculture growth for shared
prosperity and improved lives and livelihoods, as a key plank of Africa socio-

economic development strategies in the next~decade must address the

a. Increggtd agriculture production, productivity ard value a
bs Furctioning agricultural markets at both national, and re
evels;
Increased investment financing, both public and private, al
structured agriculture value chains;
d. The challenges of ending hunger in Africa by 2025 as cammitte
to by our Heads of State and Government; and

e. Building resilience to address vulnerability to risks.
ese arg, packed; they need to be unpacked.

h a structural transformation should not only enable Africa fged itself,
also contribute ‘significantly to overall economic growth and j#b creation, and

to turning the contirtent into a major player in the global agri-food economy.

As we look forward..to our—Ministers—and later~Heads of State and

Government’s lively and productive
.l

Regional Economic Communities-to-take-a-lead-in-organising actions and

theme come next Ordinary

Session of the Asse te Member States and

events as part of the yearlong commemorations and dialogue for the way

forward.



Let me end here by thanking you for your attention and wishing you

successful deliberations.




