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All protocol observed.

| wish to, first of all, thank you for the work you do in your respective countries
and also together in regional and international fora. | would like you to know
that the African Union Commission values the sector you are working for
because livestock is important.

Given the increasing importance of the livestock sector in Africa’s socio-
economlc transformation agenpd antion in my. statement yesterday,

inea./ Different sectors are being informed of
g process and being asked to make input.

Nations Framework. Convention @ i hange~and also at the United
Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20), and others.
Indeed, when we stand ﬁ‘ﬁ‘g‘ﬁﬁgﬁgog our voice is heard in the
international arena and 8 are taken into account in
the global architecture. |, therefore, commend your efforts as a collective to
make Africa’s presence felt in international negotiations and make the case
for Africa on livestock matters especially at OIE.This is very important. In
fact, for climate change, the AU has a Committee of African Heads of State
and Government on Climate Change (CAHOSCC), supported by the African
Ministerial Conference on Environment (AMCEN), serviced by the African
Group of Negotiators (AGN). We would like you to continue working hard to
ensure that the standards being set for animal health do not stop African




animal and animal products from accessing lucrative international markets.
You should try to assert standards as well that take into account our own
peculiarities. | am aware that much of the funding for our participation in the
preparatory meetings of that nature, is provided by our partners and there
may be fear that if African negotiators are proving to be so assertive, the
funding for their participation could be curtailed. | would like to make an
appeal to AU Member States to endeavor to fund participation of our own
delegations to such meetings especially those making preparatory work for
eventual global standards on-livestock.

on board:"It.is on the post-2015

Development Agebda that global partnerships will base their interactions and

Remember that when the United Nations Millennium Declaration and
Development Goals were being formulated in 2000, Africa was considered to
be the “21st Century’s development challenge’ but as the post-2015
development agenda is being drawn, Africa is being seen as a rising,
competitive and respected continent and we need to seize the moment. That
makes Africa Agenda 2063 pertinent and opportune for us to debate Africa’
present and future



We have, indeed, come a long way. Since 2000, Africa has witnessed
accelerated progress on such indicators as maternal, child and infant
mortality; on access to primary education for boys and girls; on women’s
empowerment and on nutrition and food security. Investment (both public and
private) in critical infrastructure has picked up. Also in the ICT Revolution,
Africa has emerged as a very good case study on how technology can be
used to leapfrog development. African higher education enrolment has
increased and our economies have recorded sustained growth, with a
number of our countries amongst the fastest growing in the world. Also

Xfrican_people.live in countries that

ts have all along been

t is now time to engage
with the private sector and mfluence the private sector to do much better for
livestock. There is, for example, need for vaue chain development because,
why should Africa continue to import livestock products from outside? Why
don’t we follow the example of Ghana which imports meat from Burkina Faso.
This can be exampanded for other AU Member States to import meat from
lead livestock countries like Chad and Niger, amng others. Furthermore, how
do we develop agri-food systems based on livestock? | know that South




Africa is doing well and Botswana is exporting livestock products to Europe.
Many other AU Member States have the potential to do likewise f not better.

| am aware that we have challenges in Africa and the need to improve
infrastructure to be able to improve intra-African trade from the current level
of 10 per cent. As you are aware, the African Union, through the Programme
for Infrastructure Development (PIDA) is addressing this challenge head on.
There are plans embedded-in the Africa Agenda 2063 to promote strong
railway and road linkages. We g China.on setting up regional

GoVernment.

These include “investing in our people, their healthy”education, security,
nutrition and general weltbging; expanding agrieutture and.agribusinesses;
investments in scienee, i y esearch.—~and® innovation; and
accelerating infrastructure development such as transport, energy, ICT,

water, sanitation and ot @‘ﬁ*ﬂsﬁéﬁaﬁoﬁ-

It includes our drive far economic diversification and industrialisation, through
value-addition and beneficiation of our minerals and other natural resources;
expansion of manufacturing, the services sectors, including tourism and
building our blue and green economies.

Central to all of the above, is our drive for African integration, which we have
to pursue relentlessly, or perish. As you are aware, the African Union is
vigorously struggling to remove barriers to intra-Africa trade, as well as




deploy joint efforts and investment in building our productive capacities. The
infrastructure projects in energy, transport and ICT are also about connecting
Africa, our economies and our people.

These processes augur well for the livestock sector as well.

Indeed, as the recent tragedies of transboundary livestock as well as human
diseases illustrate, for example avian influenza, diseases know no borders
and unless we have stronger health s stems everywhere and unless we




