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ADDIS ABABA, ETHIOPIA
H. E. Mr. Abdoulie Janneh, United Nations Under-Secretary General and Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa 

Excellencies Ambassadors and Members of the Diplomatic Corps;
Ms. Jennifer Kargbo, Deputy Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa 

Dr. Winford Masanjala, Director of Economic Affairs, Ministry of Finance, Malawi, representing Mr. Joseph Mwanamvekha, Out-Going Chairperson of the Committee of Experts 

Senior Officials from Ministries of Economy, Finance, Planning and Economic Development; and from Ministries of Health and Environment

Directors, Heads of Division/Units and Staff of the African Union Commission and the UN Economic Commission for Africa

Representatives of Regional and International Organizations

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen;
1.
I am delighted to make opening remarks at the official opening of this meeting of the Committee of Experts of the Fourth Joint Annual Meetings of the AU Conference of African Ministers of Economy and Finance and the ECA Conference of African Ministers of Finance, Planning and Economic Development taking place here at the United Nations Conference Centre in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, the African Capital. 
2.
On behalf of the Chairperson of the African Union Commission, H.E. Dr. Jean Ping, and indeed on my own behalf, I wish to welcome and sincerely thank you all for making the effort to attend the fourth in the series of these Joint Annual Meetings. I also wish to thank my dear Brother H.E. Mr. Abdoulie Janneh, UN Under-Secretary General and Executive Secretary of the ECA, and his entire staff for making available to this meeting these excellent conference facilities. Further, I commend Mr. Janneh and his staff for the excellent collaboration and confidence exhibited in working with the African Union Commission in preparing for this Fourth Joint Annual Meetings of AU Conference of Ministers of Economy and Finance and ECA Conference of Ministers of Finance, Planning and Economic Development. 
3.
Following the approval by the African Union Assembly of Heads of State and Government in January 2007, the African Union Commission and the UN Economic Commission for Africa have been jointly organizing these Annual Meetings with resounding success. This is largely attributed to the overwhelming support to our two premier institutions, the African Union Commission and the Economic Commission for Africa, from our Member States and the foresighted and dynamic leadership of the two institutions. In this regard, I wish to thank each and every one of you for your continued support through your regular and effective participation at the Joint Annual Meetings. I also wish to commend the Leadership of our two pan-African institutions for their foresighted and dynamic leadership, guidance and support.    
4.
Furthermore, I wish to thank H.E. Mr. Meles Zenawi, Prime Minster of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, the Government and the People of Ethiopia for hosting the Fourth Joint Annual Meetings and for the hospitality accorded to all delegations. This historic city of Addis Ababa is the centre of all diplomatic activity in Africa, and the Government and the People of Ethiopia are always supportive of the development of this continent by hosting meetings of the African Union, the UN Economic Commission for Africa and their partners.  
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5.
The theme for this year’s Joint Meetings is Governing Development in Africa: The Role of the State in Economic Transformation. This theme comes at a time when we see in the developed economies the increasing influence of the state in their economic recovery following the financial and economic crisis. You will also recall that the last Joint Ministerial Conference held in Lilongwe, Malawi, in March 2010 decided to make this the theme of this Conference. The concern of the Honourable Ministers was that the economic growth witnessed by most African countries over the last decade had not translated into reduction in poverty and higher standard of living for all its citizens. In this regard, the role of the state in governing development, particularly in economic and social transformation, had to be reviewed.        
6.
As we might all be aware, many African countries have not been able to achieve meaningful economic and structural transformation. In this connection, I believe there is much to learn from the experiences of the Asian tigers and some successful African and Latin American countries in defining the role of the state in governing Africa’s development.  The discussions at this meeting should examine these experiences and determine the role and principal functions of the State in economic management and broader socio-economic transformation as well as the nature and extent of this involvement in an African setting.  Of equal importance is recognition that the success of the developmental state will depend on, among others, the inclusion of other stakeholders such as the private sector and civil society.  
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7.
Also on your agenda are several items including the Assessment of Progress on Regional Integration in Africa, the 2011 Report on Assessing Progress towards the Millennium Development Goals in Africa, Alternative Funding Sources for the African Union, the Statute of the African Monetary Fund, and Follow-up on the Implementation of the African Charter on Statisics. 
8.
We cannot over-emphasize the important role that regional integration can play in the development of our continent, poverty reduction and attainment of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). I would like to mention here the Minimum Integration Program (MIP) developed by the AU Commission in collaboration with the Regional Economic Communities (RECs), which is critical in moving forward the African integration agenda. In addition, I wish to recognize and applaud the excellent collaboration that exists among our pan-African institutions, including the African Union Commission, the UN Economic Commission for Africa, the African Development Bank and the Regional Economic Communities (RECs).  
9.
The 2011 Report on Assessing Progress towards the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in Africa, reviewed by an Experts Group Meeting in Kampala, Uganda, only two weeks ago, concludes that Africa is making progress towards the MDGs, though at a slow pace. The Report confirms that Africa’s contribution to global economic growth has not been accompanied by poverty reduction on the continent. The developmental state would have a large role to play in ensuring that progress is accelerated and that economic growth has commensurate gains in poverty reduction and wealth creation for the African people.
10.
Regarding Alternative Sources for Financing the African Union, it is of utmost importance that your meeting discusses the necessity of ensuring that the African Union is adequately funded to implement its programs, projects and activities and that the funding is reliable, timely and sustainable. In discussing this issue, I invite you to take into account the serious challenges that the African Union is likely to experience in implementing its budget for 2011 and beyond in view of developments in some of its Member States, which could result in serious and significant revenue shortfalls. 
11.
As we might all be aware, the African Union Commission in collaboration with the African Union Member States and other stakeholders, including the Regional Economic Communities (RECs), has undertaken several studies on this matter and made recommendations for the consideration and adoption of the Member States. To date, however, a firm decision on the options to be implemented is yet to be taken. This has been in spite of decisions that have been taken at the level of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government to expeditiously reach a conclusion on this matter, which is the life line of our continental organization, the African Union.    
Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen
12.
The deliberations taking place over the next few days have a very significant bearing on our efforts towards reducing poverty and inequality, creating employment and promoting sustainable development. As you might all be aware, the output of this meeting will inform the outcome of the Ministerial Conference we are preparing for and should, therefore, be given your utmost attention. Realization of a developmental state in Africa requires commitment from all stakeholders, including yourselves as advisors to your governments. Through your deliberations and debates, I believe that you will come to the conclusions that will spur development in Africa, by clearly defining the role of the state in governing this development.   
13.
Allow me, once again, to thank our hosts, the Government and the People of Ethiopia, for their usual warm welcome and hospitality and you all for making efforts to attend our Fourth Joint Annual Meetings. I take this opportunity to also thank the hard-working and dedicated staff of the African Union Commission and the UN Economic Commission for Africa, who spent sleepless nights to ensure adequate preparations for this meeting of Experts and the Ministerial Conference. 
14.
I thank you all for your kind attention and wish this meeting of Experts of the Joint Annual Meetings of the AU Conference of Ministers of Economy and Finance and ECA Conference of Ministers of Finance, Planning and Economic Development fruitful and successful deliberations.
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