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ON THE OCCASION OF 

THE COMMEMORATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL TOLERANCE DAY
16 NOVEMBER 2010
Today, the 16th of November 2010, the African Union joins the rest of the world in commemorating the International Tolerance Day.
In 2000 Heads of State and Government met at the UN Headquarters in New York and declared that the protection of human rights is the principal purpose of the United Nations. On this occasion tolerance was affirmed as one of the key values that underpin the global human rights system. The world leaders underscored the respect for diversity and recognized that all cultures and civilizations, without exception, contribute to the enrichment of mankind. The commemoration of International Tolerance Day is one of the many initiatives being undertaken to renew this commitment. It is a time taken to reflect on past achievements and proposes fresh ideas to address the remaining challenges.
The virtues and values of tolerance and solidarity are also enshrined in the Constitutive Act of the African Union, the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights and many other AU instruments which underscore respect for democratic principles, human rights, the rule of law and good governance.
However, as we celebrate the 65th Anniversary of the UN Charter, in which world leaders committed to practice, promote and foster tolerance and to live in peace with one another, it is indeed a saddening development to admit that tolerance is still a major challenge in the world today. The events of the past decade generate a heightened need for bridging the gap in divided societies by promoting tolerance. The tensions that have translated into acts of violence generated by feelings of xenophobia and homophobia, among others, call for the re-entrenchment of our commitments to fostering tolerance. 
In recalling what we have achieved so far, we must also strive to identify and deal with the remaining challenges and gaps. It is important in this endeavor to note that the building of tolerance and trust is a huge task that cannot be accomplished overnight.  It calls for the investment of time, dedication and commitment on the part of Member States to make it a reality. In that regard, Africa and indeed the world at large still has a long way to go. The mission for all Member States of the African Union to combat intolerance in all its forms lies in taking cogent steps to address our societies’ inadequacies in building a culture of tolerance. Indeed tolerance is often entrenched in fear and ignorance; hence through educating the African masses we can begin to ‘unlearn’ intolerance. 
It is our collective responsibility to ensure that we sustain relentless efforts to promote dialogue, build societal cohesion, trust and peaceful coexistence among our societies to celebrate and not shun our diverse cultures, ethnicities, religions and languages instead of using them as bases for conflict. In that regard, I invite all our partners, including development partners, civil society, the media, political and religious actors to support our efforts in developing and promoting a culture of tolerance in our communities.
In conclusion, I wish to call upon all Member States not only to ratify but also implement and comply with international and regional human rights treaties and legislation that serve to promote values of equality, fundamental freedoms and solidarity amongst our peoples. As we endeavour to fulfil the AU‘s declaration of 2010 as a Year of Peace and Security, let us put together our efforts to fight intolerance recognising its role as a catalyst of conflict and instability. Let our fight be propelled by the hope that in building societies that embody the virtue of tolerance, we also take cogent steps to achieve sustainable peace on our continent!







Addis Ababa, 16 November 2010
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