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Distinguished Delegates from Member States; 
Distinguished Representatives of Regional, Continental and International 
Organizations; 
Energy Experts; 
Ladies and Gentlemen; 

All Protocols Observed: 

1. First and foremost, I would like to extend my greetings to you all and also 

welcome you to my country, Mauritania on the occasion of the “First Ordinary 
Session of the Sub-Committee on Energy”. 

2. On behalf of the Chairperson of the African Union Commission (AUC), Mr. 

Moussa Faki Mahamat, and the Commissioner for Infrastructure and Energy of 
the African Union Commission (AUC), Dr Amani Abou-Zeid, I would like to 

express my gratitude to the Government of the Islamic Republic of Mauritania 

for hosting this Session and the warm hospitality extended to all participants 

since our arrival in this beautiful city of Nouakchott. 

3. I would also personally like to acknowledge the efforts of the Minister of 

Energy of the Islamic Republic of Mauritania and his entire team for their 

deication and efforts in ensuring the organisation of this Session in 

Nouakchott.  

Distinguished Delegates and Energy Experts: 
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4. As you are already aware, this important Ordinary Session of the Sub-

Committee on Energy is a continuation of the process that started in Lome, 

Togo in March 2017 with the organisation of the First Ordinary Session of the 
AU Specialized Technical Committee on Transport, Transcontinental and 

Interregional Infrastructure, Energy and Tourism (STC-TTIIET). As you recall, 

the STC in accordance with its rules of proceedings created three sub-

committees including:  

• Sub-Committee on Energy; 

• Sub-Committee on Transport; and  

• Sub-Committee on Tourism.  

5. More importantly, the STC-TTIIET also adopted Plans of Actions for the 

various sub-sectors. The Action Plans and Declarations from the STC in Lome 

were considered by the AU Summit in July 2017, with recommendation for the 

AUC to work with its continental and regional Partners as well as Member 

States to ensure that programmes and activities are implemented. 

6. In this context, the Bureau of the STC-TTIIET held its first meeting in Addis 

Ababa from 25 – 26 July 2017 and as an outcome, recommended the 

operationalization of the sub-committees of the STC-TTIIET. One of the major 
objectives of this First Ordinary Session of the STC-TTIET Sub-Committee on 

Energy is to take stock of the outcomes of the July 2017 Summit and the 

activities already carried out by our Continental and Regional Partners in the 

implementation of the STC Decisions in Lome, in March 2017. As you are 
aware, we still need to present the status of the implementation of the 

Decisions in the Second Session of the STC in March 2019. 

7. One of the key documents to deliberate on over the coming two days is the 

Action Plan of the STC on Energy, which contains all the activities that should 
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be implemented by Continental and Regional Institutions as well as the 

Member States and International Partners.  The Energy Sector Action Plans of 

the STC covers key areas including energy technologies, policies, regulations 
and infrastructure development. There are several on-going programmes at 

the continental and regional levels which are highlighted in the Action Plans 

including the Programme for Infrastructure Development in Africa (PIDA), the 

AfDB New Deal on Energy, the Africa Clean Energy Corridor, the Africa 
Bioenergy Policy Framework and Guidelines, the Africa Renewable Energy 

Initiative (AREI) and the Geothermal Risk Mitigation Facility (GRMF) among 

others.  

8. It is therefore necessary and important for all the institutions involved in these 

programmes to play their roles in the implementation of these programmes 

and use this occasion to highlight their activities, achievements, challenges as 

well as the recommendations on the way forward in their various programmes. 

This will ensure that the subcommittee on energy will be in a position to report 
progress that demonstrates tangible achievements at the next STC meeting in 

March 2019. 

Distinguished Delegates and Energy Experts: 

9. I would also like to use this opportunity to call on all stakeholders to ensure 

that the implementation of the programmes and activities presented in the STC 

Action Plans on Energy contribute towards meaningful and tangible results in 
transforming the African Energy Sector. The Agenda 2063 of the African Union 

clearly calls for ensuring efficient, reliable, modern and sustainable energy 

access for all Africans, which will be crucial to achieving our Vision of “an 

integrated, prosperous and peaceful Africa, driven by its own citizens and 
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representing a dynamic force in the global arena”. Thus it is important for all 

stakeholders including Member States, Regional Economic Communities 

(RECs), the African Development Bank (AfDB), NEPAD Planning and 
Coordinating Agency (NPCA), the united Nations, the International Renewable 

Energy Agency (IRENA), the Regional Power Pools as well as International 

Partners such as the European Union and GIZ, among others to take active 

steps in ensuring that their programmes are transformative and will contribute 
towards energy access and security in Africa. There is also a strong need for 

all stakeholders to move towards the implementation of concrete projects in 

our Member States.  

10. I would also like to use this opportunity to again call upon all stakeholders that 

their activities and programmes should be harmonised and coordinated so that 

we can all put our financial and human resources to achieve the common goal 

of ensuring energy access and security on the continent. This calls for stronger 

partnerships and collaborations among regional, continental and international 
institutions as well as active engagement with our member States. 

11. As African Union Commission (AUC), our mandate and role in the Energy 

Sector is to coordinate and advocate for policies and mobilise resources for 
Member States to improve Modern Energy Access, in view of their particular 

importance to Africa’s development. The Department of Infrastructure and 

Energy at the African Union Commission (AUC) strongly focuses on 

programmes aimed at promoting energy access and developing energy 
projects in African Member States.  

12. The African Union Commission (AUC) also sees the creation of strong 

partnerships as a way forward in addressing Africa’s energy challenges in a 

coordinated manner. Currently we are partnering and supporting many Energy 
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Access Initiatives at the Global, Continental and Regional levels that promote 

the development of energy in Africa including the Programme for Infrastructure 

Development in Africa (PIDA), the Africa Bioenergy Policy Framework and 
Guidelines, the Geothermal Risk Mitigation Facility (GRMF) and the 

Harmonisation of Policy and Regulatory Frameworks in the African Energy 

Sector among others. 

Distinguished Delegates and Energy Experts: 

13. I would like to re-state that the First Ordinary Session of the STC Sub-

Committee on Energy provides a platform for all stakeholders in the African 
energy sector to discuss and share ideas on how best to ensure that we all 

implement our respective programmes and activities towards energy sector 

development on the continent. Thus it is important that we use this occasion to 

clearly share experiences and ideas on the way forward in implementing the 

Action Plans adopted by our Head of State and Government. 

14. Before concluding, allow me to once again thank the Minster of Energy and 

the Government of Mauritania for their support and contribution in co-

organising this Session of the Sub-Committee on Energy. I would also like to 
acknowledge the financial support of the African Development Bank (AfDB) 

and the Africa EU Energy Partnership (AEEP) in organising this Meeting.  

15. I wish you all a pleasant stay in Mauritania and fruitful deliberations over the 
coming two days. 

I thank you all for your kind attention 
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