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Your Excellencies, Leaders of Institutions, Distinguished Delegates, 
Ladies and Gentlemen 

Allow me to begin by expressing my earnest gratitude to the Republic of 

Kenya, UNESCO, the African Union and other partners for organizing this 

important Pan African High-Level Conference on Education (PACE 2018) 
whose theme is to bridge continental and global education frameworks for 

the Africa We Want. Let me also salute and congratulate the people and 

the Government of Kenya for hosting this conference in this magnificent 

City of Nairobi. It is befitting for the government of Kenya since His 

Excellency the President of Kenya is a member of the distinguished 
committee of ten African Heads of State champions for Education, Science, 

Technology and Innovation in Africa. 

Ladies and Gentlemen. 

The organisation of this conference reminds us that we engage at different 
geographic levels, and must be conscious of this fact. We are each part of 

a nation, a region, a continent and also part of the global community. Each 

level has its place. Coordination of actions at the various levels is of 

paramount important if we are to achieve inclusive development and 
sustainable prosperity. We must together build education and training 

ecosystems that have local relevance, global competitiveness and mutual 

recognition. 

As a continent, our collective African vision encapsulates seven aspirations 

articulated within Agenda 2063, the Africa we want. I believe as many of 
you do, that education is a key for the attainment of all human centred 

development goals and aspirations, as it is the means for unlocking 
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expanding and channelling the incredible human potential. As our 
population continues to grow ever more youthful, education cannot wait.  

1. The aspiration of a prosperous Africa based on inclusive growth and 

sustainable development, presupposes that everyone has access to 

quality education. It further assumes that education in anchored in 
scientific discipline, developing creative and entrepreneurial minds; 

designed to facilitate innovation ecosystems for wealth creation.  

2. An integrated continent, politically united and based on the ideals of 

Pan Africanism and the vision of Africa’s Renaissance requires that 

education embodies these tenets and promotes African values 

3. An Africa of Good Governance, Democracy, Respect for human 

rights, Justice and the Rule of law, cannot happen except that people 

are taught throughout the education system in school and out of 

school that anything else is intolerable  

4. A Peaceful and Secure Africa begins with the mind’s disposition, 

which is nurtured through education 

5. An Africa with a strong cultural identity, common heritage, shared 

values and ethics, again must be realised through an education that 
values African content, promotes indigenous and endogenous 

knowledge and African epistemologies, and imbues curricula with 

values and ethics. 

6. An Africa where development is people-driven, unleashing the 

potential of women and youth, and of course education and training is 
the ultimate tool for empowerment and unleashing of potential 
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7. Africa as a strong, united and influential global player and partner, 
demands that we create a distinctive African education character 

which enables local relevance and global leadership 

At the African Union, we are fully aware that Education is the most 

important tool for equipping African peoples with the necessary knowledge, 
skills and attitudes to be able to drive these aspirations that make up the 

AU vision of an integrated, prosperous and peaceful Africa, driven by its 

own competent citizens and representing a dynamic force in the global 

arena. Quality education is imperative if Africa has to attain this vision, 

generate home-grown solutions to African challenges, and participate fully 
in, and influence the global knowledge economy.  

In this regard, the AUC’s Continental Education Strategy for Africa (CESA 

16-25) reinforces the need to strengthen human capacity development at 

all levels and in all fields to ensure empowered populations at the centre of 
attaining the African vision. CESA expounds on, and reflects the education 

requirements of Agenda 2063, which envisages developing world class 

human capital to drive Africa’s economic and technological transformation 

through universal access to quality education. Strategic investments from 
early childhood education to primary, secondary, technical, vocational and 

higher education are expected to provoke a true renaissance, underpinned 

by science, technology, research and innovation. In the Africa of 2063, at 

least 70% of all high school graduates will have access to tertiary education 

with 70% of them graduating in the sciences, technology and innovation 
programmes.  

The challenges of achieving the education and skills revolution called for by 

by Agenda 2063 are immense. We therefore cannot afford to be side 
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tracked by other people’s visions, but we continue to seek and engage with 
those of compatible and complementary outlook. 

This realisation strengthens the value of this Pan African Conference on 

Education. Reviewing and promoting alignment between the global and the 

continental goals and priorities in education is necessary for ensuring that 
our initiatives and investments are not scattered but are directed towards a 

clear home grown vision.  

Excellency’s Ladies and Gentlemen.  

It is because of this that we have gathered here to enhance our 

understanding on key issues for the development of education in Africa, 
and share best practices towards the alignment of national educational 

implementation plans with the CESA 16-25 and SDG4. This is essential to 

ensure coherence in education development. 

Agenda 2063 and 21st century demands are placing Education provision in 
Africa under tremendous pressure to expand to accommodate the 

increasing numbers of students seeking access at all levels. Inclusive 

access means that no child male or female should be left out, including 

those challenged with disabilities and other factors of social disadvantage.  

We need to identify education innovations that are helping ensure access, 

quality and relevance, and endeavour to scale them up through shared 

experiences and targeted investments. For this reason, the African Union 

Commission in partnership with the Government of Senegal will host an 

important event known as “Innovating Education in Africa” where we shall 
bring together innovators, innovations, policy makers and private sector. 
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It gives me great gratification that one of the thematic areas of the 
conference deliberations will be on Building skilled African citizenry as 

agents of change through leveraging the Demographic Dividend in Africa. 

Indeed our youthful population represents our comparative advantage that 

we must invest in at all costs.   

There is also need to provide more flexible educational systems for 

learners. The Open, Distance and e-Learning (ODeL), with its multi-faceted 

formats, provides a most viable additional option for those seeking higher 

education and continuing learning. Thus, one of Agenda 2063 Flagship 

projects is the Pan African Virtual E-University (PAVEU). It aims at 
capitalizing on the digital revolution and global knowledge to multiply 

access to higher education, reaching large numbers of students and 

professionals in multiple sites simultaneously, any time at any place. 

I am also pleased to announce that the African Union will establish an AU 
Teacher Award to encourage teachers and raise the profile and status of 

teaching as a profession. We are also working with UNESCO IICBA to 

finalise the continental teacher mobility protocol, and with AFTRA to 

develop a continental teacher qualification framework and Standards 
Manual for the Teaching Profession. 

A whole range of issues need to be discussed, covering the full spectrum of 

education from early childhood to tertiary education including Technical and 

Vocational Education and Training. 

It is also of prime importance to discuss partnership to ensure that going 
forward from here will see more collaboration, coordination and alignment. 

The partnership between UNESCO and the African Union needs to be 

strengthened and managed towards ensuring the best outcomes for our 
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Member States, while staying focused on the collective continental vision, 
especially in the area of data management. 

To conclude, I take this opportunity to invite you all to participate in the First 

Innovating Education in Africa Expo that shall be hosted by the 

Government of Senegal, in Dakar, Senegal in September 2018. The expo 
is organized by the African Union Commission and Senegal, in 

collaboration with several partner agencies across Africa. It will bring 

together education stakeholders including policy makers, practitioners, 

inventors, private sector, civil society and development agencies. The event 

will include exhibitions, demonstrations, as well as presentation of technical 
papers on the subject. The outcome will include a Handbook of Education 

Innovations in Africa and a multi-sectoral network of African education 

innovators, for sharing on relevant innovations that address education 

challenges, capitalise on opportunities and promote quality and inclusion in 
education in Africa. The event is also aimed at raising the visibility of these 

innovative practices in order that they can be supported, up-scaled, 

replicated or further developed. 

Your Excellencies, ladies and Gentlemen, I thank you very much for your 
kind attention  
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