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- nedy
The Permﬂnent Secrefa;y, Mil"ll!l‘ly of Information and M&diﬂ,,m- Ken

Kalunga

* Other senior Government officials present

* Dr. Audrin Mathe, Executive Director, Ministry of Information =
Communication Technology of the Republic of Namibia

* The UNESCO Regional Director for Southern Africa

* The AU Representative

* The Chairperson Southern African Editors’ Forum

* The Southern African Editors' Forum Secretary General

* Chairperson, Media Licison Committee

* The Information Director, Republic of Zimbabwe

* Director of Information, Republic of Malawi

* Distinguished ladies and genflemen,
ublic of Zampia,

. > i E | 2 2 .1
L bring warm greetings from the His Excellency the President of the Rep
Mr. Hakainde Hichilema.
T h i i : P ?
he President would have loved fo be with you today but as you aware, he only

armved yesterday after o week-long tour of duty in Europe.

r 2 g o - 5 =
1 that, | am happy to interact with you once again as you come to the ena

Having saic
of what | believe has been a very fruitful conference.

ce again, on behalf of the Government and peaple of Zambia, | extend to you all,
our geepfelf gratitude for the honour you bestowed on us to host this conference.

Chairperson, Ladies and gentlemen,

African Governments have high ambifions for their people. Ambitions for a better life
Ambitions for better education. Ambition for ifs citizens to have food on their fables.

Ambitions for stability, peace. unity and prosperity.

This is the hallmark of every Gevernment

DUexpress inemseives andg

African Government also desire that ifs people are fr

indeed enjoy other freedoms and rights

Agenaa 2063 of the African Union amplifies this facl. Among other aspirations, the
the following:

agenda focuses orl

1. A high standard of living, quality of life and wellbeing for all citizens:
2. Well educated citizens and skill revolution underpinned by science,

technology and innovation;
3. Healthy and well-nourished citizens and

4. Transformed economies

Chairperson, Ladies and gentlemen,

.qu I add fhat Agenda 2063 also includes the need for Africa to attdin a free
independent and professional media that will serve as a cotalyst without-which, the




ntinent, can be difficult to

realisation of our goals that we have set for ourselves as €o

attain.
| to everything W& do at

In short Chairperson, | am simply saying the redia is cenfra

national, continental and global levels.
Itis. therefore, our encouragement to the Africa Media convention 1o sustainifs _eﬂoﬁs
t through foras such as fhis one:

of promoting the growih of the media on the continen
media

hich | may calla :
into

5 Forumw _
nis one,

In the same vein, | urge the Southern African Editor <
think-tank of the region to bring down IsSUEs discussed at forums suc‘r{ as
| ] ia [_‘JFGCTIT]DI"IEFS.

ihe Newsrooms for purposes of building capacities our ec
ce. among them, d high-level

this conferen rEVe

dom in Africa, Frameworks and Pr{hc:es r;
he safety of journahsi‘s an

are so key that ey should

The issues that you have discussed during
panel discussion on the status of Press Free
practice, strengthening the Africa digital platform for f
Women journalists in Africa and Freedom of Expression.

not t?r“:d amonag :_:-,_||§;.L'_;|\,-,.'_:.5 ':l._.l".—-}i-‘l‘\l"?"-;_"'i__J hiete:

Chairperson, Ladies and gentlemen
that the discussions around these .and other ssues, WEeIe robust.

am aware
ic our firm belief that with such expertise, Affica is on the right path in its media
gevelopment agenaa

d in my welcome remarks d few days ag f
Hakainde Hichilema, has restored meaia
Government has gone further 1o embark on ine ACH
the Public Order Acl. We have also remaove tt Taali fsmation of the Presicgent
ed the Death Penalty.
We have done this to enhance the peopie s SnjOymeTii« ne H & freedoms
Chairperson, Ladies and gentlemen,
:: G Ve =mt'e FHorme the vk HAale raeat |5
|” § _ overnment’s hope that when this meeting is called agan nexi year, we will be
aking al how muc s st Al e e : 3 b
8] ngy fiaw much Progress wWo Ild have been made inactaulising our ambitions
' nedia which es as a civer for the

for a free, independent and professiona
enjoyment of other human rights

Finally, ladies and gentlemen, it is our hope that you had a wonderful stay in Lusaka
and that you have decided to stay a little longer - : Lusake

I thank you.



