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INTRODUCTION 
 
1. The African Union Commission on International Law (AUCIL) was established 
in 2009 as an independent legal advisory body to contribute to the codification and 
progressive development of International Law on the African continent. It was 
established at a time when the African continent was in the process of strengthening 
its commitment to the world and focus more on the role of law, particularly 
international law, in order to address the problems facing it, more generally, just like 
the international community. 
 
2. To this end, AUCIL has established a forum on International Law and African 
Union Law, of which the objective is to bring together Researchers, Legal Experts 
and Practitioners of the continent in the light of International Law and African Union 
Law. 
 
THEME 
 
3. The theme for the fourth edition of the AUCIL Forum is:  

 
“The challenges of ratification and implementation of treaties in Africa” 

 
 
 FORUM VENUE 
 
4. The Forum will take place in Cairo, Egypt. Hotel Conrad Cairo, 1191 Corniche 
el Nil, Cairo, 11221, Egypt, t. +20.2.25808065, f. +20.2.25808101, website: 
http://www.ar.hilton.com/en/hotel/ConradCairo?WT.mc_id=zELWAKN0EMEA1CI2DMH3

LocalSearch4DGGenericx6CAICICI 
For room reservation the hotel should be contacted at: ahmed.amin@conradhotels.com.   

 
BACKGROUND 
 
5. International treaties are the culmination of a negotiation process undertaken 
by the Member States of a regional or universal international organization to define 
acceptable standards for all particularly with regard to multilateral treaties. It is then 
the responsibility of each of the Member States to decide whether it will be bound by 
the treaty. 
 
6. Moreover, a State may become party to an international convention in two 
ways: by signing and ratifying or acceding to the treaty. These two processes mean 
that the State accepts the enforceable obligations of its provisions. 
 
7. Ratification or accession means that a State accepts to be legally bound by 
the provisions of the convention. Although accession and ratification produce the 
same effect, the procedures are different. In the case of ratification, the State first 
and foremost signs the treaty and then ratifies it. The accession procedure is done 
only once and it is not preceded by an act of signature. 
 
8. Formal ratification or accession procedures vary according to the State's 
national legislation. Before ratifying or acceding to the treaty, a country usually 
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considers the treaty in order to know whether its legislation is compatible with its 
provisions and determines the measures to be taken to best facilitate its 
implementation. 
 
9. In general, problems such as lack of political will, lack of the necessary 
bureaucratic coordination as well as issues of technical capacity such as difficulties 
in drafting the legal conditions for implementation and trained personnel capable of 
resolving ratification issues are barriers that prevent or delay the ratification process 
of legal texts in Africa. 

 
10. Bearing in mind the importance of the treaty in the overall context of AU 
current objectives and the plan to deepen African political unity and economic 
integration, it is obvious that Member States will be encouraged to ratify all the 
Charters and Conventions in the various areas within the framework of the AU and 
the OAU(Peace and Security, free and honest elections, Human Rights Protection, 
protection of displaced persons and refugees, protection of vulnerable groups, 
environment, economy, trade, international arbitration, health, fight against poverty, 
fight against epidemics, etc.) 
 
11. This is why it is important to identify the problems and obstacles that delay or 
prevent ratification and those that slow down implementation of these treaties once 
they are ratified. 

 
12. Political will, bureaucracy, slowness of parliamentary committees, legal 
inconsistencies and translation problems, to name just a few. A wide range of means 
regarding efficiency or failure of the establishment of these treaties will be discussed. 
 
FORUM OBJECTIVES 
 
13. The main objectives of the fourth edition of the AUCIL Forum are mainly as 
follows : 
 

I) Discuss the dilemma of the contradiction between the keenness in 
ratifying the texts in the context of the African Union and the 
cumbersome implementation of these texts at the national level; 

 
II) Encourage AU Member States to ratify AU/OAU Treaties and 

Conventions; 
 

III) Analyse ways in which progressive development of international law on 
the continent must take place in order to provide urgent responses to 
these issues. 

 
SUB-THEMES 
 
14. Discussions will focus on the following themes: 
 

I. The Law of Treaties and the technical notions of signature, accession, 
adoption, ratification, application, implementation, entry into force of 
international treaties; 
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II. Hierarchy of sources in International Law, dualism, monism of the 
internal legal order ; 

III. The problem of reservations and revision of treaties ; 
IV. Widely ratified instruments ( on Peace and Security, Human Rights 

protection, trade, free trade zone, economic integration) 
V. African instruments not yet ratified or not yet entered into force, 

obstacles and impediments (Democracy, fight against terrorism, legal 
cooperation, International Criminal Justice, International Humanitarian 
law, Human Rights protection, protection of the environment, health, 
etc.) ; 

VI. Measures to accelerate ratification of treaties and their implementation ; 
VII. Process for the establishment of imperative obligations for Governments, 

what sanctions? 
VIII. The OAU/AU treaties considered as priorities by the AU Executive 

Council, Decision EX.CL/Dec. 571 (XVII) (Kampala 25 July 2010). 
IX. Experience of other International Organisations on the ratification of 

treaties.  
 

15. The  treaties and conventions considered as priorities by the African Union 
Executive Council, Decision EX.CL/Dec. 571 (XVII) (Kampala 25 July 2010) are as 
follows: 

 
i) Treaty establishing the African Economic Community (1991); 

 
ii) Protocol on the establishment of the African Union Peace and Security 

Council  (2002); 
 

iii) African Convention on the Conservation of Nature and Natural 
Resources (revised version) (2003); 
 

iv) African Youth Charter (2006); 
 

v) Charter on African Cultural Renaissance (2006); 
 

vi) African Charter on Democracy, Elections and Governance (2007); 
 

vii) Protocol on the Statute of the African Court of Justice and Human 
Rights (2008); 
 

viii) African Charter on Statistics (2009); 
 

ix) Protocol on the African Investment Bank (2009); 
 

x) Convention of the African Union on the Protection and Assistance to 
Internally displaced persons in Africa (Kampala Convention) (2009); 

 
xi) Revised Constitution of the African Civil Aviation Commission (AFCAC) 

(2009). 
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PRACTICAL MODALITIES OF THE FORUM 
 

 The forum will adopt a participatory approach to enable a broad exchange of 
views among participants and obtain their inputs.  
 

 Each session will consist of two presentations and discussion.  
 

 Each of the above sub-themes will be treated by a Law Specialist on the basis 
of a detailed document from 15 to 20 pages.  
 

 The author will be given twenty (20) minutes to present his/her work. 
Following the presentation, discussions will be open to the floor. (Forum).  
 

 At least forty minutes (40) will be reserved for general discussions by the 
Forum on the sub-theme under consideration.   
 

 A summary of the presentations will be made by PowerPoint. 
 

 English, Arabic, French and Portuguese are the Forum working languages.  
 
PARTICIPANTS 
 
16. Participants targeted  by the Forum are Researchers, Academics, Diplomats 
International Judges, Legal Advisers of  Ministries of Foreign Affairs of AU Member 
States, Ministries of Justice of AU member States, Diplomatic Institutes of AU 
Member States, Ambassadors of member States of the AU, Legal Advisers of the 
Regional Economic Communities (RECs), AU Organs, ,Law Faculties of AU Member 
States, Parliamentarians of AU Member States, African Researchers of the continent 
and the Diaspora, Research Centres on International Law in Africa and elsewhere, 
International and Regional Organizations, Political Leaders, non-governmental 
Organizations, etc. 
 
CONFIRMATION OF PARTICIPATION 
 
17. Confirmation of participation must be communicated by e-mail to the AUCIL 
Secretariat at the latest 30 September 2015, to: 
 
Menen Teshome 
Secretary, 
Office of the Legal Counsel, 
Email: MenenT@africa-union.org   
+ 251 115 18 23 09 
 
or 
Ms. Meskerem Teklemariam, 
Secretary, 
Office of the Legal Counsel, 

mailto:MenenT@africa-union.org
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Email: MeskeremT@africa-union.org   
+ 251 115 18 23 08 
 
and copy to: 
 
Mr. Mourad Ben Dhiab,  
Executive Secretary to AUCIL 
DhiabB@africa-union.org   
  
COST OF PARTICIPATION: 
 
18. Participants will themselves bear the cost of their participation. 
 
PROGRAMME 
 
19. The programme will be circulated and posted on the AU website at the 
appropriate time.   
. 
 THE FORUM OUTPUTS 
 

I) a publication will be prepared on the basis of documents retained as 
contributions to the Forum  and   

 
II) a report on the deliberations of the Forum will be presented at the next 

session of the AUCIL. 
 
 The FORUM OUTCOMES 
 

I) Clarify the dilemmas related to the barriers in the ratification and 
implementation of treaties in Africa; 
 

II) Provide relevant information on the  circumstances that have prevented 
Member States or delayed their accession or ratification of these treaties 
in order to identify national obstacles preventing or delaying ratification; 

 
III) Encourage developing national policies and strategies to address these 

problems and encourage States to renew their commitment to respect 
and implement international obligations contained in the African Union 
Treaties of which they are signatories ; 
 

IV) Encourage States to implement treaties they have signed ;  
 
V) Involve the AU Commission on International Law (AUCIL) in the search 

for the ideal method to accelerate ratification procedures(although 
ratification and accession are effected in the context of the national 
Law); 
 

VI) Undertake an audit of all OAU/AU treaties in order to identify treaties that 
have not obtained the necessary ratifications and organize special 
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advocacy campaigns for the ratification of these treaties in a bid to 
obtain the greatest number of ratifications ; 
 

VII) Determine the appropriate roles to be played by the AU Organs, 
particularly, the Pan-African Parliament, the Commission, the 
Specialized Technical Committees and the Economic, Social and 
Cultural Council in advocacy and sensitization campaigns for the 
ratification of OAU/AU treaties ; 
 

VIII) Classify as priority the issue of harmonization of ratification procedures 
of Member States ; 
 

IX) Prepare a dictionary or glossary of legal terms commonly used at the AU 
to help in the coherence of the legal texts under the auspices of the 
AUCIL;  
 

X) Create posts of Translators specialized in Law in the Department of 
Legal Affairs of the African Union Commission in order to address the 
recurrent problem of terminological incoherence. 

 
USEFUL INFORMATION  
 
Entry visa and stay in Egypt: The list of Egyptian diplomatic and consular missions 
abroad as well as comprehensive information on the entry visa and stay in Egypt are 
available on the Department's website of Foreign Affairs of the Arab Republic of 
Egypt: http://www.mfa.gov.eg/english/Pages/default.aspx  
 
Currency rate: 1 US Dollar = 7.85 Egyptian Pound. 
 
Voltage: The voltage in Egypt is 220 V. The participants are encouraged to travel 
with a universal plug adapter.  
 
Temperature in Cairo: In the month of October, it varies between 18 at night and 30 
degrees C during the day. 
 
FURTHER INFORMATION  
 
20. For further information on this forum, please contact:  
 
Menen Teshome 
Secretary, 
Office of the Legal Counsel, 
Email: MenenT@africa-union.org   
+ 251 115 18 23 09 
or 
Ms. Meskerem Teklemariam, 
Secretary, 
Office of the Legal Counsel, 
Email: MeskeremT@africa-union.org   
+ 251 115 18 23 08 
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