AFRICAN UNION \ UNION AFRICAINE

(_sl.lﬁ)!{.'\ Alasy UNIAO AFRICANA

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia P. O. Box 3243 Telephone: +251 11 551 7700/ +251 11 518 25 58/ Ext 2558
Website: www. au.int

DIRECTORATE OF INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION

AFRICAN UNION COMMISSION COMMEMORATION OF
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY

INVITATION TO REPRESENTATIVES OF THE MEDIA

What: African Union Commission commemoration of International
Women'’s day

When: 08 March 2017

Theme: African Women, Especially Young Women Succeeding in the
Changing World of Work: 50: 50 by 2063

Where: African Union Commission, Medium Conference Hall

The programme for the day will be as follows:

Opening Ceremony

Venue: Medium Conference Hall
Time: 09h30 — 09h50

Award Ceremony
Venue: Medium Conference Hall
Time: 09h50 — 10h50

African Debate on Gender Equality and Women’s
Empowerment

Venue: Medium Conference Hall
Time: 10h50 — 12h00



Who:

Why:

Launch (and ground-breaking) of the African Women’s Historic
Sculpture Garden,

Unveiling of the Portraits of historic African women and of the
Founding Mothers of the Pan-African Women’s Organisation
(PAWO)

Venue: Medium Conference Hall

Time: 12h00 — 13h00

Women, Gender and Development Directorate of African Union
Commission

International Women’s Day (IWD) is celebrated on 8th March
around the world. On this day, the African Union (AU) joins the
international community to celebrate the social, economic, cultural
and political achievements of women, while also reviewing past
progress of women’s development and looking ahead at future
opportunities for women, especially in the African continent .

The IWD celebrations create an opportunity for women and men to
come together, network and organize themselves for social
transformation, anchored on values and principles that ensure
enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms for all. The
commemoration of this day, therefore, accords nations the
opportunity to marshal efforts to strengthen women’s rights and
their participation in social, economic and political development.

The AU’s IWD commemoration theme is “African Women,
Especially Young Women Succeeding in the Changing World of
Work: 50:50 by 2063.The theme is inspired by three themes,
namely: the United Nations theme of IWD 2017 which is “Women in
the Changing World of Work: Planet 50:50 by 2030"; the 2017
African Union Theme of “Harnessing the Demographic Dividends
Through Investment in the Youth” and the 2017 theme of the
African Women’s Decade of “Mentoring Youth (Men and Women)
to be champions of Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment”.

The 2017 International Women’s Day is an opportunity for the AU
to consider what it will take for African women, especially young
women to succeed in the changing world of work, what investments
opportunities are to be made in women, especially young women to
reach their potential as a means of harnessing demographic
dividends.

This is also an occasion to celebrate and honour African women-
past and present- for their contributions to the struggle for
independence, the end of apartheid and the establishment of the
OAU/AU.



Participants:
- Members of AU permanent missions in Addis Ababa and
diplomatic corps;
- AU Organs;
- Representatives of Regional Economic Communities (RECs)
- UN Agencies
- Development Partners
- Civil Society Organization (CSOs);
- AU Citizens in Addis Ababa

JOURNALISTS ARE INVITED TO MASSIVELY COVER THE EVENT.

Contact:
Leslye Melinda Koumba | Communications Officer | African Union Commission | E-mail:
melindak@africa-union.org

Media inquiries :
Molalet Tsedeke | Media Center Coordinator | African Union Commission | E-mail:
MolaletT @africaunion.org

For further information:
Directorate of Information and Communication | African Union Commission | E-mail:
DIC@african-union.org | Website: www.au.int | Addis Ababa | Ethiopia

Follow us

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AfricanUnionCommission

Twitter: https://twitter.com/ AfricanUnion and https://twitter.com/WGDDAU
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/AUCommission

Learn more at: http://www.au.int

About the African Union

The African Union spearheads Africa’s development and integration in close collaboration with
African Union Member States, the Regional Economic Communities and African citizens. AU
Vision: to accelerate progress towards an integrated, prosperous and inclusive Africa, at peace
with itself, playing a dynamic role in the continental and global arena, effectively driven by an
accountable, efficient and responsive Commission. Learn more at: http://www.au.int/en/
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